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JUDITH JUDD 

Education ^rtor 

The for sumiDg school will 
effectively be reduced from 
five to four, uoder plans being 
considered by many local au- 
thorities in response to the 
Government’s nursery voucher 
scheme. 

Experts in early years edu- 
cation are alarmed by the pro- 
posals because they fear 
thousands of children who arc 
just four will be put into re- 
ception classes which are not 
equipped to cope with such 
young chfldren. 

From April next year, all 


schools to lowQ* starting age to four 


pamts of four-year-olds will re- 
ceive £1,100 in nursery vouch- 
ers, to be ^ni at state or 
private schoc^ or at play^oups. 

Local authorities throu^- 
out the country arc reviewing 
their admissions polidus U) en- 
sure that they receive the max- 
imum share of voiu^cr income. 
At present, the siahitory start- 
ing for school is five, though 

many authorities admit some 
pupils before their fifth birth- 
day. 

Gillian Pugh, of the Nation- 
al Children’s Bureau, said that 
while many local authorities 
were considering proposals to 
admit more four-year-olds, few 


were lookiiu at ways of chang- 
ing the siafmig and cuniculura 
of reception classes. 

“Everywhere else in Europe 
children start school at six. 
Now we are going to start them 
at four. It isn’t the right way to 
raise standards. You don't tune 
four-year-olds into leaming by 
treating them tike five-year- 
olds,” she said, arguing that 
there was a difference between 
nursery education and starting 
school, which many MPs bad 
failed to grasp. 

Nurseiy classes, for instance, 
require a ratio of one teacher 
to thirteen children, but there 
is no limit on reception class 


numbers. Experts also point 
out that it is counter-productive 
to introduce children to formal 
lessons coo soon. 

Local authorities arc eon- 
sidcririg u varied* of schemes for 
udmitiing children earlier than 
they do at present Hereford 
and Worcester, which cuirent- 
ly admits children in the term 
before they are fi\'e. is consult- 
ing schoiMs about chan^g its 
policy. A spokesman said the 
general feeling was that children 
bom in the summer should 
start vriten they were just four, 
two terms earlier than at pre- 
sent. and those bom in the 
firing would start at September 


rather Uias CbrisUDa.s. one 
term earlier than at preseoL 
Bedfordshire will consult 
next term on ways of increasii^ 
the proportion of four-year- 
olds. though final decisions will 
be 1^ to individual sdiDols. Kei- 
th Fossey, the councD's educa- 
tion manager, said: “We have to 
be sure we get back the vouch- 
er money for the four-year-olds 
already in school and to see if 
we can get our hoods on some 
of the new money. We have a 
lot of independent fluxserics and 
wie may lose children to them.” 
He the council aimed to 

estabiyi standards to ensure 
that proper provision was made 


for four-year-olds, but It would 
take lime to implensent them. 

Oj^srdshtre is also consult- 
ing about the possibility of ad- 
mitting a hifihiCT proportion of 
four-year-olds to school, but it 
is an-rious not to do so at the ex- 
pense of nuTseiy education. 

A spokesman said* “We want 
10 fraim Che pidky in sudt a 
that we say to parents that 
where nursery education is 
arable we recommend that 
they put their children into 
nursciy.” Just over a quarter of 
die county’s three and four- 
year-olds are in nursery educa- 
tion. 

Hampshire, which already 


adxEuts children to sdxiol on a 
part-time basis when they are 
four is eqilcMiDg ^ ufea of 
four-year-olds startatg frtU-time 
school eailier. 

Mrs Pugh said: *What real- 
ly worries me is tiiat, even if 
vouchers are oyertunied a 
Labour government, the zot 
has set in. Once you have tak- 
en chiJdren in eaxfy, you are go- 
ing to cany on doing so.” 

■ National tests for five-year^ 
olds are Uke^ to be introduced 
in primaiy ^ 0 (^ next y&u, 
aftCT Government consultapon 
with parents, governors and 
local authori^ leadeis, it was 
confirmed yesterday. 



stirs up row 
over Europe 

Senior Cabinet members rally round the 
Chancellor over single currency policy 
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COUN BROWN 

Chief Polfticai Correspondent 

' As Jojbl Major preyed 10 
cany M his mioisterizu sto^^ 
reshuffle today, there was 
st*yng speculation at West- 
au^er that more roinisteis 
are ready to redgo over his 
refusal to rule out a single Eu- 
ropean currency. 

The threatened resignatioa 
of David Heathcoat-ADWiy, in 
spite of intense pressure for the 
’E’casuiy mioxster to remain in 
the Govenunent, ripped the lid 
off a simmering row among the 
Prime Minister’s most semoi 
ministers over the party’s 
election manifesto poi^ on 
Europe. 

Kenneth Carke, the Chan- 
cellor, has been joined by 
Michael Heseltine, the deputy 
Prime Minister, and Mal^lm 
Rtfidod, the Foreign Secretary, 
in the battle to prevent die 
Ibries going into the election 
promising to rule out a single 
currency for the lifedme of the 
next PsThamenL 

They are insisting that the 
party should fight on the Gov- 
ernment's White Pamr policy 
of a promise of a reWeodum 
if a Cabinet reoomineads jew- 
ing a single current. Mr 
Clarke's pTO-European sup- 
porters su'd Mr Riflond and Mr 
Heseltine were supportine the 
Chancellor to ensure that oe is 
not isolated by Euro-sceptic 
colleagues. 

^le split in the Catrinet has 
led to some ministers warning 
privately that, with less than a 
WOT to go, they are ready to 
'quiL Pa^ n^ups have been 
engaged m a heavy damage 
limitation operation to avoid 
more ministers leaving the 
GovenuaeaL The reshuffle of 
the lower ranks exposed todt^ 
will do nothing to end the 
bitterness within the Govern- 
ment over Buippe, and could 
leave some aiin&ters, sneh as 
David Davis at the Poreiffi Of- 
fice, disappouiled widi the fail- 
ure to get mgher office. 

Euzo-sceptic Toiy ME% said 
Eric Ruth, the Tfaatcherite ma- 
pl<:^eat and education min- 
ister, and David Maclean, 
hfidiael Howard's loyal deputy 


at the Home OfSoe, axe among 
foe di^nintled uBDisters. 'The 
bitterness m the tea room has 
to be seen to be believed,” said 
one miaisterialaide. “Majorfaas 
got to sort this out wifo Qarfce, 
or force him to go" 

The reshuffle will see some 
ministers vdio feel Jaded after 
years in office st^ingdown to 
make way for y^ger blood. 
Those gomg are expected to in- 
dude Joim Bowis, mun foe De- 
partment of Health, Hm Eggar. 
the energy miaister, and Steve 

Mandarin 
is called 
to account 


The Ibeasoryoffidal responsi- 
ble for the internal report pre- 
^cting privatisation of the 
wdfikre state under a flitnre 
Tmy govenmient is eapected to 
be dteipfoied today Iweivil ser- 
vice bosses, wrdesCom Brom. 

Last night the Ikeasmy was 
said to be foxioaB wifo Bdoi 
Goodman, the ciril servant who 
led the team which was dis* 
missed as by the Chan- 

cdkMi Kenneth eSmice^ after its 
rqKMTt was leaked to the press, 

Ms Goodman is ea^eded to 
be ^aOe^ed omr her denial 
foat she is a political actirist, 
afitf it emerged at the weekend 
she IM^ to beemne a 
L^NmrMF and is on the short- 
list of candidates for the safe 
Labour seat of Sontt IMkfohe 


Norris, the transrort minister, 
have announced uieir intention 
to step down. But Fairiric May- 
hew, foe Secrelaiy of Stale 
t^orthsm be)sad, who has told 
friends he is esfoausted, may 
have to conlinue until the elec- 
tion luiless Mr Major diangK 
ius mind in frivour of dramatic 
changes to his padc 
Mr Heatitcx^-Amoiy, the 
I^ymaster General at the 13:ca- 
suzy, was refusing to comment 
over weekeod speculatxm that 


Cabinet Office said last night 
that ^hadbinhai nodvfl sa> 
Tice nife& As she has not gained 
the seat, sbe has not contra- 


vanfs; ondar foeBervants of the 
Crown firmn bda^ candi- 
dates for naH nnfll OT EdtO- 
pean paifiamcntary elections. 

Ms Goodhian, 17, whose fans-. 
bandpublishestheieft-of*cmi- 
tre/VropeefmagatiDe, called in 
the rep^ for the piiratisatioa 
of pezisfons and wd&ze besie- 
fits and for roads to be sold off 
wilfa diftim pa;^^ to use foesn. 


a sh^e cuzreixy. BiU the 
leadmg Ibiy Euip-soeptic, said: 
argument is for a single 
currency to be put on the agen- 
da for foe inter-govenunental 
ocmforeiice to put Hdfflut Kohl 
[foe German Chancellor] Kohl 
and Ibny Blair [Che Labour 
leader] on foe spot It would be 
a winning stroke. If David 
HeafocoaUAoMMy were to re- 
ri g iL, ttot would be very effec- 
tive in put^ pressure on the 
Prime >^Dister.” 

Tbny Dicks, another Euro- 
sceptic Itny MP, warned Mr 
M^or agamst ’'pus^foodng 
around”. 

Part of foe 'foty panic over 
Europe was caused by rumours 
that Mr Blair was about to 
declare a commitment ruling 
out a sngie CQzreacy for the life- 
time of foe nest ParliamenL 
Authoritative 9iadow Cabinet 
sources yesterday denied any 
sutfo coznznitiDent by Labour. 

But Mr Blair, udio is ^ting 
attempts by foe left wing to un- 
seat Eiamei Harman in the 
Shadow cabinet elections on 
TXfednesday,gfachigadialk!nge 
£com moze than 50 Euro-scep- 
tie Labour MPs. They are pub- 
fishing a pamphlet tomorrow 
cafiing for Mr Blair to rule out 
the tingle current. 

The “Peoples Europe” 
group is on activists to 
rfiatla nge tbe& LsdKnir MPs 
over their position on Europe. 



aTmg 

£19m frxmi public spending 
schemes, including hospitals 
and schools. They warn Mr 
Blair that h could a Labour 

Cabznet in foe same way that is 
has divided the Conservatives. 












Senseless slaughter: The body of a dead chHd at Bugendena, vidiere more Hutu raiders lulled more than 300 lUtsIs 


Photo^aph: Reuter 


The horror returns to Burundi 


DAVID ORR 

Bugendena 

A dianed claw protruded from 
foe limp bundle where foe 
woman's hand should have 
been. 'Bvo men had wrapped 
her body ie e piece of reed mat- 
ting and were half dragging it 
out of foe ted brick hut where 
foe had Men. 

Smoke was still rising from 
the smouldering embers of foe 
bujjding and daik patches of 
OQi^iealed Uood eveiywhere 
on foe ground. On foe owerete 
floor of the looted beafth cen- 
tre, where the remains of more 
burned bodiffi lay in ashes, the 
pools of blood were still sticky 
and red. 

Dead cattle, broken pots and 
Mood-soaked dofoes were scat- 
tered along the paths. Among 
the debris were piles of bullet 
casings and under a tree, three 
bloocfcoveted cud^is. 

Inside the door of a mud 
walled calnn another boefy was 
concealed, this one burned be- 
yond recognition, its face 
frozen. The papers dzscaided on 
the ground ou tsde gave the only 


Exclusive: David Orr was the only European reporter to 
witness the aftermath of a massacre that left 300 dead 


indication as to who the victim 
was. An identic card showed 
foe smfling young fece of a 
wennan m a dress, ^^rped below 
her picture was: Spes-Caritas 
Ndayikeogunikiye, born 1971. 

"That is foe body of my 
daughter-in-law,” said AnUmie 
Rm&ra, an old man who stood 
barefoot and crying a foori dis- 
tance away. “My three grand- 
children were a&> butdiCTed.” 

litis honific set of killings is 
a reminder that the interna- 
tional community continues to 
stand by, even as it stood by dur- 
ing foe Rwandan genocide. 
Hie UN has constant^ talked 
of bringing a peace-keeping 
force to Emnuidi. But it has 
Med to match words with ac- 
tion. In foe absence of an in- 
ternational force came this 
inagR murder. 

The true horror of Saturdsty 
morning's attack on Bu^de- 
na, in central Burundi, tos 
revealed in a clearing at foie end 
of a dirt track. There, an a piece 


of open ground, were laid out 
the bodies of about 300 people, 
mostly wonMn and children. 
'Die corpses, wrapped in blan- 
kets and reed matting, bad 
been placed side by side in 
three long rows. 

Many bad open gashes on 
their hea^ and limbs, otbeis 
were badly burned. Tlie feet 
which protruded from the 
makeshift shrouds were in maiy 
cases those of small efaSdreo, DO 
more than a few inches long. 

Witnesses say the attack on 
Bugendena was launched as 
dawn broke over the lush, 
roUing hills which surround foe 
community. Tt^ was a settle- 
ment of about L8Q0 members 
of foe country's minority *]nitti 
group. They were living in the 
centre’s munlc^ building^ 
after being dimiaced from th& 
homes in the nghtingwhicb fol- 
lowed a com attempt tty Ihtti 
troops in 1993. 

'Tutti setidiens now gu 
Bugandena say the list of 


stands at 320 peo|:^ foou^ fois 
number could ^ xise. Some 
IfiOwouztdedlieinneaxbybos- 
ptalswfafle about 30 mhabitants 
are reported as missing 
“We were asle^ in our beds 
when we heard fooottng" said 
Bascasie Ngendfoanyika, one of 
more than SO wound^ who are 
U3W recovering in hospitti m 
provincial capital, Guega. 

”Jt wffi time for tine first ra- 
dio programme to come on 
the air. Iwasbreast-feedmginy 
child when men came into our 
bouse and started shooting, A 
bullet bit my in the back 
and went tmougn one of my 
arms. 'The attackers asked fbir 
money. 1 gave them some 
clothes and told them 1 had no 
montty. Then th^ said, lOQ hex’ 
and 1 ran away. They fired 
again and fait me in foe other 
arm. I smeared my fisce with 
blood and hty do^ amongst 
some dead people outside. That 
is how I sivvived.” 

Other witnesses of foe dawn 


raid on Bugandena say the at- 
tackers numbered more tfem 
1,000. They say tbety were ji^iels 
from the Hutu mqority ^riio 
have been lodtod in a tattff and 
mcreash^ brutal ocmllict with 
the largety liitsi aray. 

“Waen we heard the shoot- 
ing we tbou^t they wore at- 
ta&ng the i^taxy po^” said 
one stunned inhabitant "Bat 
then the rebels came to our 
houses and started shooting. 1 
recpgnised some of the attack- 
ers; tlMty were Hutus, our nei^ 
hours mm foe hSls. Bfe koew 
many of these people.” 

The attackers appear to be 
Hutu fteasants. According to 
many witnesses, foe kflien were 
led by Rwandan Hutus 
were aprana^meofoeis of the 
fr>nner Rwandan army. Ihey 
carried automatic weapons 
whidi tbity used to mow down 
those tiying to flee. 

Relatives foe dead zec^ 
that groups of men and women 
danc^ and sang as the houses 
were torched petrol poured 
over their terrified occ^^ts, 
Dozens of people af^iear to 
have been burned alive. 
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Second Spain bomb 

A second bomb was found in a 
Spanish boUdtty hotel houTS af- 
ter a bomb eaqdoded in Solau, 
injuiizig 21 Bntoos — * 


Majorforhire 

The oisdQsure that busmessnen 
can dine ^th the PM by pay- 
ing £100,000 to Ibiy funds grew 
into a row over sleaze 2 
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Tories hit by fresh sleaze row 


COON BROWN and 
CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Disclosures Iasi night tfaat ^^ 
businessman involved in 
£100.000 supper club raising 
funds for the Toiy party is also 
linked to a bid for Ministry of 
Defence estates last night 
plunged the Government into 
a renewed row about sleaze and 
party pioh'ljcaf funding. 

lie Prime Minister faced 
Opposition demands to drop 
the consortium iovoiving John 
Beckwith from ihc bids fur the 
57.000 MoD married quarters. 
aAer it was disclosed he had set 
^ the fund-raising club for the 

Cbosen-atwe ftirty. 

The Premier Club seeks do- 
nations of £10, (XK) from busi- 
nessmen. will] the promise of 
paividing "opportunities for 
the positive exchange of views" 
ai dinners with ministers. But 
for £i00.n00 "as a founder 


member, you ^ be on the list 
of smaller dinners with the 
Prime Minister". 

A spokesman confirmed 
last night dial Mr BecInviUi was 
behind the club, but denied 
there were special favours for 
paying more. ''He set the whole 
thing up. You do pay these 
sums, but one sum doesn't 
guarantee the Prime Minister 
and another doesn’t say you 
won'i see the Prime Minuter." 

The Central Office 
spokesman also d^ed a report 
in the Ohsenvr (alihou^ it 
was backed a transcript of a 
taped interview with one of 
the club's organisers) that 
donors were advised bow to 
dodge company law on the dis- 
closure of political donations. 
They were told that it could be 
written off as "entertainment". 

However, those ciaims in- 
flamed ihe renh'. Robin Cook, 
the shadow Foreign Secretary, 



Pefter BedcmUi (lef^ and bis brother John 


said: ’This is the most blatant 
example of com^don in the his- 
tory of even this slea^ Gov- 
ernment. Businessmen may 
now be able to buy access and 
inilueace by slipping the Tory 
party a secret bung." 

Mr Cook said he was writing 


to the Prime Minisfer, caOing for 
Mr Bedewith'seonsortium to be 
removed from the lik of bidders 
for the MoD homes. David 
Clark, the shadow Defence 
Secretary, said; "This man 
should not be allowed to bid for 
public assets." 


John Beckwith U the younger 
of the Beckwith brothers, who 
made their fortune from the 
Eighties property boom with 
their stock maikel-quoted com' 
pany, London and Edinburgh 
Trust. 

Like his brother. Peter, be 
was educated at Harrow School 
and Cambridge Dniversi^. Pe- 
ter trained as a solicitor, John 
as an accountant, before mov- 
ing into big time propern*. LET 
eiyoyed one of the highest pro- 
files of any property group, 
cropping up on some of tne 
bimest deal& includii^ the Spi- 
talfieJds Market redevelopment 
in the City of London. 

The brothers both live in 
southwest London - John is a 
major benefactor of Harlequins 
I^x>tbail Club - wmch. 
honically is where they hit con- 
trovert with their plans for the 
Richmond Ice Rink, one of 
the area's best known land- 


marks. The deal struck be- 
tween Richmond Council and 
the Beckwiths ^^-as that ihe>- 
could pull down the budding, 
which was badly in need of re- 
pair, and use the plum si^ 
right by the Thames for their 
own development - provided 
they IniOt a rmk elsewhere in the 

boroush- 

A clause in the contract said 
the new rink did not need to be 
built if property conditioas went 
against the brothers. In the 
event, that is what happened. 
$ 0 . to the fury of man}|r locals, 
the much-loved old rink has 
gone and a new one has never 
materialised. Meanwhile, the 
site of the old rink has been sold 
a^ used for luxury housing. 

The liberal Democrat 
leader, Paddy Ashdown, has 
wrinen to Major about the 
Observer's "deepb’ disturbing" 
report, demanding a Commons 
statement. 


School 
reaefy for 
grieving 
pupils 


MATTHEW BRACE 

Friends of Caroline Dickinson, 
the 15-year-old girl from 
Launceston. Comw^. who was 
raped and murdered in a hostel 
on a school trip to Brittany, go 
back to school today for 
guidance and comfort from 
counsellors, amid calls for 
tighter securitv on such trips. 

The l^hool.s P^rhological 
Scr\'ice in Launceston has 
mobilised half a dozen 
counsellors who will be on duty 
at Caroline's school. Launces- 
ton College. AuxiliaTV members 
will be standing by. * 

Mike Nicholls. county coun- 
cillor for Launceston and chair- 
man of the county’s social 
services oominittee, said the 
programme of comfort and 
support could take six months. 

“It depends on who needs 
counselling. It's not just die ctul- 
dien and staff on the trip but ail 
those involved vnlh the school 
who are affected," he said. 

He stressed the counselling 
was noi compulsory. 

"We haven't been telling 
people to come in. Some may 
feel it better to talk to friends, 
a parish priest or their doctor." 

Some might be too emo- 
tionally exhausted to make it to 
school today. The chUdren wrere 
reunited with their parents late 
on Saturday night. They w'ere 
too shattered to join a Kivicc 



A friend of the murden' victim Caroline Dickinson after a memorial service In Launceston yesterday Photograph: Ap&i 


held in Si Maiy Magdalene's 
church in Launceston yesterday 
morning where (he Rev Tim 
Newcombe spoke of the 
‘iathomless grier of Caroline's 
family. 

Flags have flown at half mast 
in the Cornish (own since the 
news broke and floral tributes 
have been left at the school’s 
gates. 

North ComwalTs MP, Paul 


lyier. offered sympathy and 
added that he will be seetog to 
meet foreign ofBce mirosteis "at 
the earliest opportunity" to 
find out more about security in 
the iKKtel in the Breton village 
of Pleine-Fbugeres were Caro- 
Iiae was raped and suffocated 
in the early hours of Thursday 
morning. 

Police believe a man wall^ 
in through doors which were 


kept unlocked as a legal fire 
requirement. 

Mr lyier said; ‘A similar 
hostel in this country would 
have had fire doors that could 
only be opened from Ihe 
inside." 

"It may be that the adults (in 
charge of the children] were giv- 
en the impression that similar 
types of security were in place 
at this hostel. If they had that 


expectation that it would be se- 
cure, maybe they were lulled 
into a false sense of security." 

Police in France are no clos- 
er to catching Caroline's Idller. 
They believe the was an 
out^der who walked In throu^ 
the unlocked hostel doors. It is 
unclear whether a photo-fit 
image of a bearded man being 
shown to locals is that of a 
suspect 
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‘Is this a baseball bat 
which I see befijre me?’ 


I MATTHEW BRACE 
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"Ring the alarum beiJ. Murder 
and treason!" Macbeth is a 
junkie. 

In the latest production of the 
Shakespearean ir^dy. being 
made the BBC the mur- 
derous 'Scottish general is a 
drug addia on a run-down in- 
ner city council estate. 

Macbcih is no stranger to 
adaptation - in the past he has 
been played in many guises in- 
cluding a fascist dictator - but 
this latest version will rekindle 
the di^tc O'er modernising (he 
Bard's works. 

For her backdrop, ihe fllm- 
maker Penny ^\'oolcock has re- 
lumed to the Lachwood estate 
in Birmingham where she 
filmed an award-'6‘inning doc- 
umentary. Shakespeare on the 
Esiaic. following director 
Michael Bogdanov as he re- 
hearsed local residenLs for open 


air performances of Shake- 
speare snippets. This lime pro- 
fessional aclors have stolen the 
leading roles demoting resi- 
dents to mere spear earrters. 
page bo>‘s and other walk-on 
roles. 

Duncan, the noble King ol' 
Scotland in the play, lakes on 
a considcraWy more txirrupi 
reincnmaliiin as an evil crime 
baron immersed in a world of 
drugs and violence and with a 
stranglehold on the estate. 
VVotiJcock heiNelf trill play the 
ri>lc. 

Macbeth is a Temazepum-aii- 
dicted estate lout who lurus 
against him on the urgingsofhis 
wife. 

Wooicock has east aside the 
swords favoured h>' the Ros'al 
Shakespeare Company replac- 
ing them with baseball bats, (he 
weapons of the Nineties. 

It is unclear whether "Is iliLs 
a baseball bat which I see be- 


fore me?" will be slipped into 
the script. 

Tbe play's three witches mag- 
ic themselves into street 
urchins. WcK'iicixk said the sce- 
nario was frighteningly similar 
in life on the estate. 

"Nobt'dy has a job. Since it 
is impos.sib'le for anyone lo sur- 
vive on the d^'le. money Ls 
made illegtilly." she s:iid. 

"Tile lixrjf eettnomy. crime 
and punishment are all con- 
trolled by (he hard guy.s. 

■*ij all remiudcdmeofMiic- 
bcih. where feudal warlords 
slug it out for tem'tory and pi'<w- 
er." 

Filming for the *Jl»-minuie 
ieJevision prnJuciion i.sdue lo 
start next month on the estate's 
•.Ireeis. just 20 miles from 
Shakespeare's birthplace in 
Stratford-upon-Avon. The fin- 
ished article will K.* aired as pan 
of BBC2's Performance series 
(his autumn. 


Two die 
as last 
Mosquito 
crashes 

JAMES CUSICK 

The wx»rld's last airworthy Mos- 
quito fighter bomber crashed at 
an airxhow yesterday killing its 
pilot and navigator. 

Michael Edwards, secretary 
of the Lancashire .Aero Gub, 
which was sponsoring the air 
show, said the De Havflland 
Mosquito, owned by British 
.Acro^ce, was the last flying 
example of its type. 

The operatioas manager of 
Greater Manchester Ambu- 
lance. Give Heather, w^o was 
at Barton Aerodrome to pro- 
vide on-site medical assistaiye. 
said: *The plane was going 
(hrongh a weU-reheaised rou- 
tine. 'ften h cHiDbed hi^er and 
higher towards the edge of the 
airfield before it ^iralled." Mr 
Heathersaid it became obvious 
that the aircrafi was not going 
complete the mmioeuvre. The 
noise of the crashwas heard 
around the airshow. 

livo paramedic units and an 
emergency fire service unit 
were first at the scene of the 
crash which occurred in dense 
woodland running parallel to 
the M62. Debris was strewn 
across a field and neaity wood- 
land. Paramedic crews fought 
through the fire to reach 
cockint. They foundthe two 
bodies and had them flown by 
RAF helicopter to Hope Hos- 
pital in Manchester. 

Michael Edwards. Lan- 
cashire Aero Club chairman, 
said the tragedy had cast a 
shadow over what had been a 
happy, family event. John Had- 
fieid, flight safety officer at 
British ^rospace, who owned 
the plane said that both crew 
were dedicated and highly ex- 
perienced uriators. 

The pilot, a professional, 
urith many years of flying expe- 
rience. had flown Ihe place 
many limes and the .second 
man was ulsii believed to an en- 
gineer in eharge of kxtking af- 
ter it on the ground. 

Mr Hudfield said the crash 
had dusiriiyud an important 
piece of aviation hisiniy. 

" It is (he loss of a unique air- 
craft." he said. The wiXKlon De 
Havilland Mosquito was well- 
known for its .speed .ind had 
prorijed an invaluable service 
during ihc Second World War 
on pholo-rcconnaissuncc mis- 
sions and us a leader plane f^or 
squadron.^ of Lancavihire and 
Halifax bombers. 

The wreckage 'rill be recov- 
ered and examined by CAA in- 
vesiig.i(ors in un atlcmpl to 
dihcovcr whai could have 
caused jLs final fatal descent. 

The ideniities of the pitot and 
navigator are being wiiheld un- 
til relalwcs arc informed. 
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SIGNIFICANT SHORTS 



lee sc-hoolms « 

SoTfomfe" Md OpposiUcin pe«s lo nslore a teesfey 
mX.A5j1um Bill for people s=*nspo- 

“"The'Tofofo the Lords could be close. If (lie Gorra™ 
is ^ Sfo^rs could face a cl^ bct»cc„ ,hc^ 
mdfteCoiranoas, which has rejected thcamcn^ ntChto 
of the Govemmentwamed mnistcis 
rhe House into disrtpute if they seek to a%oio drteat tw 
whipping Toiy backwoodsmen to save them. Cohn Brmm 

D rug sou at a rave party coirid be coirt^ 

“something particularty banuful" and amid be highly 
gerous. police warned last night Thou^^ of people tom 
aU over Britain attended the rave at The ^ 

ton Keynes, Buckinghamshire, at the weekend 
lives have warned anyone who bought araphetamm^ at i^ 

party to seek medical helptfthey/yt^ysi^effert^ 

two pariygoers are in hospital in Milton Keynes met laK- 
ing the drugs and police have arrested a total of 17 people. 

RPIice raided the rave during a planned inquiry and more 
than 30 officers searched some of the rwellcrs. Detective 
Chief Inspector John McIntyre said the aim bad been to tar- 
get drug dealers wbo travel the couniiy selling their wares. 


T he former star of 
Rfiiefclance may never 
dance a gain after collapsing 
on sta^ during a preview oT 
his new show. Michael Flat- 
ley (right) will know the 
extent of his injuries at today 
but it ‘is feai^ his career 
coiiid be over after he tore a 
leg muscle at the Mandies- 
ter Apollo on Friday nighL If 
his injuries are serious, be will 
ftul to appear on the first 
n^t of new show. Lord 
^me Dance, which opens 
tomorrow at the Coliseum in 
Londmi. An end to his danc- 
ing mi^t mean a record in- 
surance payont as he insured 
his legs two months ago for 
£25m. Matthew Brace 



A Nil to end restricHons on flying the Union Flag is to 
/reintroduced in the Commons. Its sponsor, the Toiy MP 
Michael I^ricaDL warned that unless action vras taken then 
the Biitisb flag could end up as an exhibit in a history mu- 
seum. He said: "It is time for us to show how proud we are 
of our own country. In the past, the Union Flag has been 
bgadeed by extreme rjght^wii^ groups like the National From. 
Vfe should now make the Unioa Flag more avaiMiie to every- 
one to fly in their gardens and at their place of work. 

“Ai the momenL you have to get plaiuiiog permission be- 
fore you can even erect a flagpole. Government building 
are allowed to fly the flag only on 20 days a year, and those 
have to be special days. We should allow them to ^ it when- 
ever they wanL namely' 365 days a year." The Union 
Bill will come before the Commons next Wednesday. 


A row over the use of a Bel^an helicopter to rescue a 
<ncyclisi who fell off a cliff at Dover will leave (he 
Secretary of State for. Defence, Michael F^rtillo, faeipi 
Commons questions. Labour has described the incident^ 
"deraeaniRg" and the result of the Governmem’s 
reorganisation of air-sea rescue services. As it happened, the 
injur^ cyclist was rescued by a local Kent air ambulance 
crew of volunteers, but only mtnuies before the helicopter 
tom Ostend would have arrived at the scene. 

David Gark. Labour's defence spokesman, said; were 

only minutes away tom tile first Brit^ casualty on our shores 
being rescued by a foreign agency. This is an outrageous 
situation. A Department of Tran^iort spokesman said 
there had been a review of search-and-rescue provision and 
a response was being considered. 


A coach plunged down an embankment, overrumed in 
a field and left 14 people needing treatment in bosphal 
yesterday, three of them with serious injuries. One passen^r 
lost an arm in the crash at Bailoch on Loch Lomondside. A 
number of people on the single-decker coach managed to 
scramble free through a hatch on the vehicle's roof. Five 
passengers were pulled to safety by firefighters. Police said 
the aeddent happened as the coach drove south along the 
AS2 road with 51 passengers, most of them holidayToakers 
tom Northern Ireland. Oiief Superintendent Keimeth 
Mclnnes, of Strathclyde police, said the driver of the c o ach , 
who was not seriously injured, had taken a breath test, which 
was negative. James Cusick 

S even people wiH share the £9.9 million National Lotleiy 
jackpot, (he organiser Camclot said. Each ticket-holder 
after picking the correct six numbers: 
14, 44. 6. 25. .'4 and 2U. A lurlher 19 will receive £161,736 
each after matching five balls plus the bonus number, 45. 
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Terror campaign shifts to Spanish resort 



^weekentfs bombs J 

»‘67.40pfn(iocal1iine) 

' Siudsy. twnb 
exploded St Bsusai/port 
fMarTaragons 

• 8.1SbO(nb«MpiodeKia 
Me(hCambrila.(ired 
basn evacuated, no 
in)iirin 


The latest bombing campaign, expioskms at; 
09 SJufy.AIntunecar 

O ^Dthj)y. Alhambra Paace. fiBwanji 
11 July, jaen 

11 July. Malaga, one tfi a paric MD on cny saeats 

16 Juiy. Malage stopping cantra 

17 Jirty, Malaga beach 


. 

After Saturday’s explosion, the discovery of a 
hotel bomb may test holidaymakers’ nerve 


JANE WALKER 
Madrid 

CLARE GARNER 
London 

A bomb was discovered in a 


ternoon, as survivors of Sat- 
urdi^ night's explosion at Reus 
airport were still recovering in 
hc^iiaL The discovery btmgs 
lo four the number of bombs 
tied in 24 hours by (he 
que separatist group Eta. 
Chih' hours after the blast 
w4iich caused 34 iniunes - 21 of 
them Brilisfa - Spanish bomb 
dispo^ exp^ defused a de- 
vice hidden m a ground floor 
doakroom of the three-star 
Delfin Park Hotel in Salou. 

Spanish hotel owners and 
tour operators admitted tfa^ 
were setioi^ worried about the 
repurcusdoiis of the latest 
bombing campaign on the 
tourist trade. But back in 
Britain, tour <^)eratois were 
{laying down the potential im- 
pact OT Che bombs and even 
tourists cat^t up in Saturday 
Hint’s drama wre vowing they 
would be back before long 
"People realise that this can 
happen juat as easOy on the 
streets of Londem as It can is 
Spain, Turkey and E^L** said 
^^Issell Amerasekera, commu- 


nicatioiis director for Thomson 
holidays, the tour operator 
through which the Injured 
tourists had booked. 

Yesterday, a Lancashire cou- 
ple described how they missed 
the aiipoit bomb by a matter of 
minutes. S^ely at their 
home in the tmv village of 
BUImeton, near ditheroe. 

Mm woricer EOeeo Paricer. 
52, said: ‘’’1 feel awful and eao't 
believe rtn stiO alive. You always 
th^ h vriU be someone else un- 
til you get caught up in it 1 was 
in Manchester just the day be- 
fore the bomb went off. They 
say lifting never strikes twice, 
but for some people it can.” 

But despite their ordeal, Mrs 
Parker and her huSba^ Alan, 
plan to return to ^>am. Al^ 
58, who works in a fbundiy, said: 
"WeSiebeen before and well go 
again. Tbere’s no w^ they are 
goizig to stop us visitmg a place 
we love.” 

Richard Giununitt, of 
Thomas Cook, reinforced the 
image of the ‘'stiff upper lip' 
BriL“° — 



- 


rienoea most people say; ‘T 
booked coy faolich^ and Fm 
gcnDg.** tlie BritiA are pr^ty re- 
silienL They seem quite deter- 
mined to have their one or two 
weeks' holiday. The only big is- 
sue we've bad was people want- 


ing (o cancel duriug the Briiish 
Airways dispute. People 
thought they wouldn't be able 
10 go on holiday and wanted 
to make alternative arrange- 
ments.” 

Keith Betton, head of cor- 
porate affiiirs at the Assodation 
of British Travel Agents 
(ABTA), said Britons had a 
habit of turning a blind eye to 
trouble ^ts. “Take the I^r- 
distan Workers Party (PKK) in 
Tuik^. They have b^n threat- 
ening terrorism for die last 
four yean. It affected the Ger- 
man markeL but tbe number of 
British viritors to Turkn has 
doubled. We've had ^gypt, 
where the Islamic fundamen- 
talists have fired shots at boats 
going up and down die Nile. 
That had a lot more impacL” 

But he doeatT beheve Britirii 
holiday makers wilJ become 
'Tanatiial'' about the rituation 
in Sjrain. ‘^^aur and a half mil- 
lion British people go to ^xuD 
this aimmer. Putting It crude- 
ly, even if four pe<^le had got 
mot dead lYs one in a million. 
^ attempts to make a lot of 
noise, a lot of smoke and a few 
heactiines in the papers the 
next day. We hope tint diat's the 
kind of tactic they keep to, 
rather than aixning to hurt 
people. 












Shattered: A police officer examines the damage at Reus airport after the blast on Saturday, which injured 33 


Photograph: AFP 


Stubborn separatists keep fire burning 


Saturday's attack shows that Eta 
- Basque Homeland and Free- 
dom ~ remains both intraosgen t 
and all but immune tocotmter- 
teiTorist efforts by Madrid. 
Only weeks a^. the Spanish 
government said it was aware 
diat Eta command stnictures re- 
mained intact 
Eta has planted a number of 
bombs agaxQ^ tourirt targets m 
recent weeks, clearing chaos 
and imcertainty in Sj^'s most 
important in^stry. 

it is a dh^rsion from its usu- 
al strategy. During 30 years of 
terrorisin. Eta has usu^ gone 
for militaiy or political targets: 
blcfwii^ up Guard bar- 
racks, sbooring or car 'bombing 
politicians or mSiiaiy men 
iinlred to Basque security. 
Even after Franco died is 


1975. and the new democracy 
granted Basques the most gen- 
erous degree of autonomy in 
^tain - indeed in Europe - Eta 
not [el up. ll regarded 
Madrid's concessions as empty' 
substitutes for full indepen- 
dence. 

Only in 1987 did Eta aim at 
a “cMitan" tar^L It bombed a 
supermarket in Barcelona, 
irillmg 21 and wounding 3S. 
Thai attack bloodily iotemq>l- 
ed attempts Ity the &dalist gov- 
ernment to open up channel of 
dudogue with Eta. 

The govenuneni'’s polky of 
rappo dv ri i au followed years of 
a ‘‘dirty war" during the early 
198Qs. when policemen and civ- 
g guanismen were accused of 
murdering more than 20 Eta 
su^)ects. A dmrii of former So- 


■ Driven by dogma, 
Eta shows 
si^s of ending its 
violence, writes 

Elizabeth Nash 

cialist mink ters are cuirentty up 
before the Supreme Court, ac- 
cused of masterminding these 
undercover bit-squads, and the 
scandal helped bnng down Fe- 
lipe Gonzalez’s govenuneot in 
the March elections. 

Jose Maria Aznai*s conserv- 
ative Popular Pa^ came to 
power 00 a hardline anci-Bta 
platfotm. Mr Aznar narrowly es- 
caped death in April last year 
when a huge Eta bomb Mew his 
armoured car to smithereens. 
He walked calmlv from the 


wreckage, unhurt. His coolness 
caused his popularity to soar, 
and within the year be was 
Prime Minister. 

Ela followed that coup with 
a foiled plot to kill King Juan 
Cvlos, a car-bomb that killed 
six 10 a woridng-dass Madrid 
subuib and. durfog the election 
campaign, two important po- 
Utical assasinaliotts. The second 
of these, that of the miluemial 
jurist. Francisco Tomas y 'W- 
lienie, in his study at Madrid 
University, unleaded an out- 
pouring of popular revulsion. 

When Mr Aznar look pow- 
er, his deeds were more con- 
ciliatory than his earlier words, 
in deference to conservative 
Basque nationalists whose sup- 
port he needed. He ^rpoioted 
a rejected Basque 


Jaime Mayor Orqa, interior 
minister, wfao orgai^d the re- 
turn of some of the SClO-plus Eta 
prisoners dispersed through- 
out Spain to jafis nearer their 
homes. Ttiiswas long an ^ 
mand, given dout their kid- 
napping of a prison officer Jose 
Ortega Lara in January. 

La^ month Ela announced 
a week^ong ceasefire, prompt- 
ing Madrid for (he first time in 
years to talk of ppeuing indirect 
contacts. But Eta spumed the 
olhe branch, so the gu v ernm ent 
slammed the door. Its opeiat- 
abflityr seems unimpaimL re- 
sistant to both blandishments 
and repression. The violence 
that has ctaiined more than 
800 lives mtty be expected to go 
on. and Spain is braced for the 
next atrocity. 


‘Diplomatic’ advice on travel 


CLARE GARNER 

If you think Spain is a danger- 
ous place for a holiday, take a 
look at the H^reign Office's 
guide to travelling the world. 
There ts Fapua New GuBiea, ftr 
example, with its “constant 
threat of danger” or the “cur- 
rently calm” Casainance re- 
gkm of Soutfaern Seagal ^riiere 
“the situatioD could however 
change at any time”. 

You mi^t otmsider avoidfog 
internal flights in Russia more 
of a priority (”lt’s not known 
wbether ariow maintenance 
practices are aiwttys properly ob- 
served”^ and attest “desert 
travel” m Sudan only if you are 
“fully equipped and experi- 


enced”. The Foteigu Office 
dated its Spanish travel advice 
to the 10 onUlon Britims due to 
visit the county this year. The 
amended version cewrs to the 
bcunb, but otherwise tbe advice 
remains uncharged Tburists 
axe reminded (hat the “stated 
aim” of- Eta is to disrupt the 
tourist industry and told to “re- 
port aity suspicious bags or 
packets to the local mlice”. 

The ForeigD Office travel 
advice - vrtuefa warns of poten- 
tial hazards ranpng from po- 
litical insuigenqr and diptfaeria 
epi^mics to pickpockets - is 
available 00 CMlax and in trav- 
el agents. Tbur operators take 
their cue firom tbe foreign Of- 
fice and describe the informa- 


tion as “crucial” since it is *io- 
dependent". 

The travel advice unit of tbe 
Fbreigu and Commonwealth 
Office advises Britons they 
“diould not attenqit to visit” the 
followi^ countries; 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Burundi, 
Iraq, Jammu and Kashmir (In- 
dia), Liberia. MootsemL So- 
malia and TVesteni Sahara. 
Other countries to be avoided 
*^€$5 on essential business” 
are Aogolia. Boana and Herce- 
govina, (he Central Afiican Re- 
public, Congo, Rwanda and 
ThjiksUUL 

The situadoo in Spain is not 
yet severe enough to be in tbe 
“Be ’S^ant” bracket. “Such 
advice is reserved forviaton to 


places tike Geor^ where you 
must “Be vi^bnl and take sen- 
rible precautions against mug- 
ging” and Kashmir, where you 
are told to be ‘V^ant” and 
wm of eiqilosiODS. A Fore^ 
Office spokesman e:q7}ainw 
“I^ple should report suspl- 
dous packages ax^ be aware 
the background to the receut 
terrorist attacks.” 

Sometimes, however, the lan- 
guage can sound a Mt under- 
stated. “They might say 
‘nou-essential tim sho^ be le- 
oouaderetf wfaka is Foteim Of- 
fice ^eak for don’t go there ” 
said Keith Betton, h^ of cot- 
porate affairs at the -Assodation 
of British Tourist Thtvel Agents 
. “They have to be dipkunatic' 


American ‘tigers’ fire first 
shot in credit-card war 


JOHN WILLCOCK 

Pour American credit 
companies, dubbed the ‘Tfour 
Tigers” have bundled an aD-oul 
assault on tbe UK card market, 

curreatty dominated Ity the 
Hkes of Barcl^icard and Access, 
bycbaigipg initial inteiest rates 
of les than 9 per cent 
Ametjcan credit card spe- 
dalist ME04 A has been maffing 
selected potential customers 
with an ouer of 8.9 per cent in- 
terest for the first six months, 
with a switdh to their Standard 
rate of 18.9 per cent after that 
EvenMBNAS standard rate, 
however, is signiBcantly below 
the 22J per cent cbaiged by 

Bardaycard. M()re dam^gin^ 
for the ftitish hj^i-atreet baid^ 
the Americans do not charge an 
animal For iusiance, Bar- 
d^card dtaigesflO ayear, and 
NatWest’s Mastercard £12. 

This, while the UK base rate 
has fallen to just 5.75 percent, 
with isfiation at per cent 
Politicians and . cossoiner 


EA?iaAYCARI> 


uiunoM. Arywwr 


MBNA 8.9 ftiist six monttn^ 

RBSAdva^ 15.6 

Barcfc^fcari 2^P 3 • 4 5 bpi. 




j anfcs for failing tO Olt 

cs’^tcard rates in &e with 
falling base rates. 


The commission’s probe 
widnered away when two new is- 
suers, Chase Manhattan and 
Save & Prosper, issiied cards, 
fot the maim is stiH a hot po- 
litic potato. 

However, ^n’t even think 
about ^fity^ibr an. American 
card. The tigers Operate on an 

invitation-0^ bads. They write 
to people tfa^ consider to be 
gpodcr^tri^ 

The US CDmpmiies prefer to 
keep a low pto^ m contrast 
to Baidaycard's colourful TV 
advertising cann^sigu starring 
tbe comedian Rmvan Atkinson. 


era . 

whether the four UK high 
{^reet banks w^ curating a 
credit-card cartel- in the 
1980s, Fes the jnevfous 20 years 
Baed^ had isated Tfisa cards, 
with the other three issuing 
Acass. 




firming their s^ts OQ the UK 
market, which they regard as 
“complacent.*' 

Znotzstry observers see it as 
the first concerted attack on (he 
lucrative strangldidd that Brit- 
tdi banks have had on credit 
cards. While UK institutions 
like Save & Prosper have tried 
brnnehing low-i^ credit cards 
beh^ the Iqgb^fo^ basks stiD 
f fominafft the mackct and stiS 
charge rates of 22-23 per cenL 
Americas tiger, Ad- 
vasta, set up a con^aity is 
Frinuaiy wiilz Royal Bank of 
Scotland to offer rates of less 
than 14 per cent forriz months, 


have done it in the' US and 

they’re serious Over 30 per cent 
of pec^e who have oedh cards 
in tbe UK psty interest cm them, 
and it’s tiiese people they're 

ai mi ng gl,** 

TWo companies, MBNA and 
RBS Advanta, have been re- 
ennting tmavSy in the UKsnee 
Qiristmas. MBNA entered the 
UK two years by linJong 
with a range of Briti^ card ts- 
sueis such as Allied Dunber and 
Banis)^ Braiding Sod^. The 
two other “tigecs^ GainUu One 
su«i Fhst US, are expected to 
follow suit 

The Kitisfa have reacted this 
year by launchmg their own in- 
trodi^iy ernes ' in reactirat 10 
tbe competition, not to falling 
base rates, according to their 
critics. Ucyds is offe:^ 16 per 
cent for the first rix months on 
its Nbstercard, before switching 
to its usual rate of 22 per cent 
1 ^ a £10 annuai fee. 

NatWest has been the most 
adventurous of the British 
banks by offering a 12 per cent 
istroductoiy rate. But after 
that it will charge 22.7^ 
ceoL plus an annual fee of £11 

It is not only \(«althy cus- 
tomers that wQl be targeted.by 


^ kZmnnrtKpi! and Mere- The Ifour Tigers have taken thanMnercenitorsttmonins. lomeis mat wmue targeted, py 
awest^Ml laigeswaihesofcustomeis&om fonowed^ a standard rate of t^Am«ic^RBS/^ta’s 
AiSricanhieh-siieetbanblike 15.6pcrcenL benchmark is the ovcr-21seain- 

Matk Anstin, platming and 
development manager at the 
RBS Aduanta, said: ‘'There has 
been a pbooey war in tbe UK 
credit-(^ nmiket fw some 
years now. Bet the Americans 


Gtidorp by coboencratii^ on 
peopte with good cceffit ratn^ 
and offering rock-bottom m- 
terest rates. And now the US 
ntarket is satnrated 'mth low^ 
rate credit cards, die t^rs are 


ingoverilO^ayear. But they 
aU use hi^ly sophisticated 
credit-scoring databanks to 
••cheny pick” potential custo- 
mers, hiding to leave the dodgv 
late-payers to (he British. 


‘You’re not sure your 
health insurance will 
my bill, are you?” 
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news 


The house that tells the history o f Britain JJoUS6k!6Gp®®* 

tells of 3-d^ 
crash ordeal 



Eastry Court, near Sandwich, Kent, is listed as the oldest house in Britain and is on sale for £680,000 


AUSON TAYLOR, 

It may look like a Georgian 
country residence, but Eastry 
Court is the oldest house in 
Britain. Dating from 603 AD, 
it can claim to be the birthplace 
of English Christianity and is on 
sale for £650.000. 


Eastjy Court, at Saodwidt, 
Kent is an estate agent’s dr^m, 
with period charm firam the 
14th. 16th and ISth centuries. 

Few houses can boast an “Inner 

Hair with flagstooe floors and 
exposed timbers. The Geor- 
gia facade conceals an interi- 
or which has been adapted 


ncaAy every century. ItsUggest 
sellii^ point is its site, where 
some of the most dramatic 
events of ±e Dark Ages took 
place. Ihoujj^ only a few trits of 
the stonework remain, Eastzy 
Court was an Anglo-Saxon 
palace belonging to die High 
Kirig Ethelbert of I^t. He 


married Bertha, the daughter of 
the King of who ocHiveried 

him to Christiam'ly. ^e brou^t 
earfy Christians to England, 
including Augustine, the first 
Archbishc^ of Canterbury. 

In the ^ century Etfaelred 
the Unready gave the house to 
monks, sedniig spiritual aid 


Photograph: Tony Buoldngham 

against the marauding Swain 
Forkbeard. It brot^t him no 
It^ - Swain’s son. Canute, be- 
came the next King. 

The owner, Marion Gear, 
said she would miss it, but 
added: Ifs lovely when [the chil- 
d^l come hackbut it's just too 
big for me.” 
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Today, a Goldsmiths jeweller is 
one of the best places to buy a Rolex 

In 1919 it was the only place. 


The legendary Rolex Oyster, the worlds first 

ever waterproof wrist Chronometer, first saw the 
light of day in 1926. 

Even before then, however, Goldsmiths had 
been officially appointed as Britain’s first jeu-ellers to 
sell Rolex watches. 

Since that time some / /years ago, each partner 
has gone from strength to strength. The Rolex Oyster 
has become synonymous the vi'orld over ^^^th superior 
quaJin’and peerless performance. And the Goldsmiths 
Group, probabl>' the country's leading chain of qualirv' 
jewellers including W'alker & Hall, has achieved a 
reputation for outstanding quality of service. 

Not to mention a history of service that would - _ ^ ^ . . _ ■ 

be envied by any other jeweller in the land. ’ r*: 

JPiis/m/eJ: HelexOjflfrPerpfliial Dat^^ChnwowitrimtijpilnftltH £iMO,MtxOf*U>rpMftianal£l.tSi-iui^i^r*r‘ Far teed jimUrr.pimu c^l 0800 220 7XS. 

GOLDSMITHS: Aberdeen • Bath Brighton • Canierhuiy ■ Chebnafoid • Cheltenham . Cheeter . Eaher . Gainhead ■ CoiUforf • Harrogait UicMler • Uandodno 
Undon Bukopagaie • Nottingham . Ton^uay • WaVcAeld • Weatoo-wpepAtare • VigM • 'Wiliiakiw . NORTHERN GOLDSMITHS: NPiecanIe-«pon.T>iu: WALKER & HALL: 
.AJirinchain • CardifF. Dtfd^yi lUord • LoKcwcr • Lincoln • Middleihroogh . N#wcaatJc.opon-Tyoe • Nottaigham - Oxford .ShefRcId • Stirling' Thorn*ek ■ ALFRED CHJHCOTT 

ftCOi Bristol. FATTORDn a SONS: Bndrofd- Sheffield -MUNSCyaCO: Cambridge. STRADLINGSiCiRncceier.JAHASSELLi Ipewich > CRBENWOOO JEWELLER& 

Leeds • GEO ATTENBOROUGHSi London • BRACHER & SYDENHAMi Reading . ROBINSONt Shrmbuty • GEO FARRER LIMITED; Tunbridge wy U. 
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The first officiaik* appointed Rolex stockists in the UK. 


REBECCA FOWLER 

An Irish housekeeper who 
cared for a priest for 38 years 
yesteidsw described their three- 
day ord^ trapped in an over- 
turned car. which ended in 
tngedy when he died before 
rescuers reached them. 

Nancy Gallagher, 67. and 
Father Ambrose Woods. 83, 
fiom hi Co Louth, 

drove to their favourite beaut>' 
spot, to view the Mounte moun- 
tains where Ms Gallagher grew* 
up. But on their journey home 
last Mondf^, the car plunged 
down a 30ft bank. 

As it overturned. Fr Ambrose 
was thrown tbxou^ the sun- 
roof, and was trapped fiom 
the waist down, while Ms Gal- 
taghi^ frll into the boot area and 
was also unable to move. They 
shouted themselves hoarse but 
their were not heard from 
the remote spot Wlthourfood 
and water. Fr Ambrose gradu- 
ally became weaker. Ms Gal- 
lagher said: ‘‘On luesrh^ he toU 
I me he was on his wTQr out I told 
I himnoLto talk bull— that s one 
I of my favourite phrases - then 

I hesaid'NoNan^.rmrealK'go- 
I ing'. He knew 1 couldn't reach 
I him, so I put my hand on his 

' shoulder a^ we said a prayer.*' 

, After praying to the Holy 
Spirit, and 20 hours into their 
ordeaL Fr Ambrose died. 

Ms Gallagher said she was 
determined to survive alone 
because she was amdous to en- 
sure he had a fitting funeral for 
a priest. Yesterday, her voice 
still hoarse from shouting, she 
said: “After we prayed I knew 
he was gone. It was so frustrat- 
ing, not be able to do anyt^g 
for him. For (he first time in 38 
years I wasn't able to help him 
and look after him.” Ms Gal- 



of friends. I used to arsne-aBd 
shorn ai him. and he used to 
raise his eyebrows, laugh and 
move into the next rootn aoakt 
megrt on with it He ah^-ajissaid 
I had a letnpery tongue, becai« 
I tend to swear." 

The accident last week hap-. 


Ordeal: Nancy Gallagher 
(above) and R Ambrose 







lagher first went to work for Fr 
Ambrose in 1959. As a young 
woman, she had hoped to trav- 
el to ^^and to live but, after 
an illness, her brother-in-law 
suggested she went to work for 
Fr Ambrose, who was lookiiig 
for a housekeeper. She said: 
were great friends, the best 


the car behffld him waseagexto 
overtake on the steep mountain 
road- He decided to pull over, 
but instead of braking. Fr Am- 
brose put his foot on the 
accelerator and the Nissan car- 
fell down the m'ergrowh 
embankment and landed beside 
a tree stump. 

Ms Gallagher said: “Tlmce 
was DO water in the car, 
in g, I did think of having a Hg- 
arette, because I do sometime^ 
but I was worried about ^ 
peot>) m the car. *1116 main thiqg 
we did in the hours before the 
Father died was ptt^g. Ttea' 
1 dozed off two or three times, 
and fiten at last I he£^ scmie- 
one saying mv name." 

Eventually Ms Galla^er’s 
cries were beard, at 6am on 
Tliursday, by Tom Br^Ie, a 
IcKal odd-job man who woiked 
for Fir Ambi^- He raised the 
alarm when the couple went 
missing, and helped with the 
police search. 

Ms GaQagher was taken to 
hospital in Dundaik sufifering 
from dehydration. But she 
returned home this weekend to 
carry out her wish that Fr 
Amhmse. who be buried 
today, should have the fimeral 
he deserved 

Despite her sadness at Fr 
Ambrose's death, hfe Galla^ier 
said: “Since I started working 
for him, 1 always prayed he 
would go first (didn rwanthim 
left on his own. with no one to 
look after him." 


M^or tries to save 
loyalist ceasefire 


The Prime Minister will meet 
Mage Unionist leaders with 
links to loyalist paiamflitaries 
today, amid growing concera 
t^t the loywst ceasefire is 
in jeopardy, writes Rebecca 
fbwier. 

John Major will meet a joint 
dele^tion from the Progrssive 
Unionist Party, including the 
leader David Ervine, and from 
the Ulster DeiDOcralic Puty, led 

Cary McMkhael, at Down- 
ing Street to discuss the future 
of the peace tails. 

It is understood to be (he first 
time that a British prime min- 
ister has held talks directly with 
the parties who have linls to the 
UDA and UVF paramilitaries 
which aruiourKed a ceasedre six 
weeks after the IRA in 1994. 

Mr McMichaei said that be 
would be calling for a crack- 
down on the f RA in an attempt 
10 salvage the peace process, 
following separate requests 
from both por^ to ^)cak to Mr 
Major. 

He said: “It's up to all of us 
10 do whal we can in salvage the 


situation. But there needs to be 
a strong hand from the gov- 
ernment to isolate those 
republicans who want to agitate 
and return to violence.” 

There are also fears that the 
loyalist Apprentice Boys' inarch 
in Londonderry, on 10 August 
will provoke further clashes 
with nalionaJisis and bring 
Northern Ireland back to the 
brink of disaster. Sir Patrick 
Mayhew, the Secretary of State 
Noitheni Ireland, will meet 
the ^^jprentice Boys at Stor- 
mont in Belfast this week to dis- 
cuss possible routes for (he 
parade, which ended in wide- 
spread violence in 1969 at the 
beginning of (he lioubles. 

Even last summer, when, fol- 
lowing the cease Ere, the parade 
retunied lo its rradidonm route 
around the city walls for the first 
lime in 25 years, violence broke 
out between loyalists and 
nationalists. 

More than 15,009 loyalisis are 
expected to aiiend the parade 
to commemorate ihc siege of 
the ciiy in 16X9. They hope to 


march around the ci^ walls in 
the morning, and through the 
dty centre for a church service 
at St Cohunb'sCatbedralm the 
afternoon. Most likety flash- 
points are with Protestants on 
the Fbnotain estate, and with 
Catholics from the Bogade es- 
tate. Ihlks between loyalists 
and the natianalists who live 
there are understood to have 
broken down. 

At rallies in Londondeny 
last weekend nadooalists also 
spoke of blockad ing (he Qnaig- 
avon Bridge to keep the p^de 
out of the dty. Gregory L^p- 
bcU. a DUP member and an 
Apprentice Boy, said: “What 
cannot be up for negotiation is 
the right of the Apprentice 
Boys, who live and work in the 
city, to parade aloog the city’s 
w^.” 

He added: “Nor the right of 
the Apprentice Boys to come 
into the city-centre side of the 
river where they have their 
headquarters, where there is a 
Protestant Cathedral, and the 
^otestant {fountain estate.” 
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^eru stunned by 
military aid to 

drug cartels 


Callao — The Presidenl’s cus- 
lom-fUled DC-^ jetliner sat on 
the larraac. engines running, all 
set for an ioiportant trip to Eu- 
rope. President Alberto Fuji- 
iDori was not on board for this 
one, just a Peruvian Air Foroe 
crew who told their mechanics 
they were on a “secret missior’'. 
Th^ wen: not lying - but it was 
hardy an affair of state. 

The aircraft never got off the 
ground. Out of nowhere at Air 
Force Base Number 8, in the 
port of C^ao next to Lima’s in- 
tcmauonal aiiport, Peruvian 
police and senior air force of- 
ficers surrounded the jet and be- 
gan on on-board ssear^ Behind 
the wall panels, where the Pres- 
ident’s bodyguards often siu 
they found more than 3S0Ib of 
pure processed cocaine, worth 
around £4.5m on the street 

The discoveiy^ on 12 May, 
was just one of many drug 
hauls in recent weeks which 
stunned JViuvians l^cause of 
the involvement of the air force 
and navy. More than 200 army 
officers had been prosecuted ^ 
military courts in recent years 
for involvcmcnl in narcotics- 
trafficfdng but the other branch- 
es of the armed forces were 
widely thought to be dean. 

The navy has ordered a 
search of all its warships and 
cargo vessels after two n^al car- 
go vessels were found to be car- 
rying cocaine earlier this month, 
one at Callao, the other docked 
in \hncouvcr, Canada. 

Each had over lOQIb of co- 
caine on board, hidden in the 
engine room or in the funnel, 
enough to make a few naval 
officers very rich. 

The recent seizures suggest- 
ed anny. air force and navy per- 
sonnel were heh^ to ship both 


Army, navy and air-force personnel are 
helping dmglords, Phil Davison reports 


coca paste and refined cocaine 
out of Peru on behalf of Colom- 
bian druglords feeling the heat 
from US-backed anti-oarcotics 
sweeps in their own countiy. 

Sixteen air-ibice officers or 
technical personnel, induding 
one of Mr FupmorTs dite group 
of pilots, were detabed after Che 
cocaine haul on the presiden- 
tial aircraft, which had appar- 
enily been due to ^op in the US 
and both Western and Eastern 
Europe. Some of the detainees 
said the same plane - one of at 
least two used by the preddent 
- had shipped cocaine several 
times in past, induding 
when Mr Figimori was on board 
but without his knowledge, ac- 
cording to police sources. 

‘'I don't deny that there's 
been iniiftradon [in the armed 
fOFCK by drug mafias] ai some 
levels but capturing that 
amount of cocaine is good 
news," Mr Fujimori said after 
the seizure. 

After the mOitanr sqjpnessiai 
of the Sendero' Lumiaoso 
(Shini^ I^lh) guerriDas in the 
^fy h^eti^ anny troops set 
up bases in isolated SKHintaia 
and jungle areas and o^n took 
on one of the guerrillas' tun- 
rive roles - taldng "quotas' 
from druglords to protea their 
coca fields, laboratories or sh^ 
ments, according to anii-oar- 
cotis agents here. 

Peru is the world's biggest 
producer of coca leaf, the ba- 
sis for coca paste aiid ulti- 
mately the refined powder, with 
a harvest last year of 183,000 
tons. A/e/e dc coca ( tea from the 
coca leaf) is widely available in 


cafes and stores, although it is 
niegal in the US. 

Pereas Peruvian gangs 
have long made coca paste 
from the leaf and shipped it to 
Colombian cartels for cbeinical 
refining in Colombian labora- 
tories, the Colombians have 
themselves recency -moved 
south to set up bbs widiin 
Peru. 'Recent crackdo^ms in 
Colombia have made thrnga 
titter up there,' said one anti- 
narcotics agent here. “Now, 
it's easier ftn* the Coknabaaas to 
set up down here, in isolated 
mountmnand juD^e areas, r^ 
fine their produa on the spot 
and ship it director to the US or 
Eniope. 'AH they have to do is 
get cfieoucalsin and thdrship- 
ments ouL That's where 
to the miUtaiy 'come in." 

The agent said recent anti- 
narcotics sweeps on both sides 
of the Peni-Golombia border 
have led to a doubting of amug- 
gling from the Iquitos area m 
northern Peni^ east along the 
Amazon, often by ^peoefooat, 
into Brad. Former Shining 
Path guerrillas are among 
smug^rs who ray loeal peas- 
ants to cany the ocugs aoQBS the 
juQgle border. 

A Braaili.an woman, two 
Colombian men and two Peru- 
vian policemen were among a 
gang of 25 smugglers arrested 
in Lima and Iquitos at the 
weekend. More than 460 
pemnds of cocaine paste was 
seized ^ anti-narcotics police 
v4io said the gang was 1^ by a 
Colombian druglord who op- 
erated in his own country ^d 
vAio was still at large. 



R^al touch: The 17th-century statue of King l^ygmunt HI Waza being removed from 
a column in front of the Royal Castle in Warsaw for restoration Photograph: AFP 


Nison diary damns Clinton as cowardly adulterer 



Niimn: Attacks Clinton for 
dod^ng draft in Vietnam 


ARTHUR SPIEGEUHAN 

Reuter 

New York — RU^ard Nixoa 
thought Bill Clinton a “si^pe^" 
character who got away with 
adultery and behaved like a 
cowardly spofled brat during the 
Vietnam War, accortUng to 
excerpts from a new book by a 
close aide to the former presi- 
dent, released yesterday. 

But the book. Nixon 
Unpbigff?d excerpted m the Netv 
Yorker luagaane, says Nixon 
capie to admire Mr (^ton as 
I^esid^t, partly because the 
Democrat treat^ turn with re- 
spect, inviting him back to the 
White House fiom which be was 
forced in disgrace in 1974. 


The book, by Monica Cxriw- 
I^, Nison's foreign-policy as- 
sistant, said Nixon detested 
First Lady HiUaiy Qintoix, dis- 
missing her as a poteoUally 
dangerous radical locked in a 
loveless macria^. 

The one person who emerges 
wib I^xon's unqualified praise 
is the Republican Forty's 
protective presdenUal can- 
didate, Bob Dole, who Nixon 
calls the only one in “the coun- 
try who can lead He is by far 
ttie smartest politician - and Re- 
pubhean - in the country today." 

Ms Crowley went to wrk for 
Nixon in 1990 when she was 21 
years old and stayed until he 
died in 1994. She accompmiied 
him to Russia and Asia, sitting 


in on his talks with heads of 
state. Without Nixon's knowl- 
edge, kept a diary of their 
conversations. 

Nixon thought Mr Qinton 
was an adulterer, telling Ms 
Crawly “You know, this is re- 
ally sometfaii^ This guy didn't 
just have a fling he h^ a 12- 
year affair. He's a repeal of- 
fender, and as governor no less. 

“Thai’s arrogance of power! 
But I stfil don't think it will 
destroy him. He's too slippery 
to have anything like this stick. 
And, as far as Hillary is con- 
cern^ ... %e'sa radical. If she 
gets in, whoa! Everybody will 
nave to fasten their seat belts.” 

Nixon showed no sympathy 
over the Whitewater estate 


venture, which has hauoled the 
Clintons. “Here you have 
finandalgain andabi^ofpow- 
er ... and nothing is done. And 
here was HiDaiy on [Nixon's) 
impeachment committee ... 
screaming about the eighteen- 
aod-a-balf minutes [g^ on a 
ciudal tape recording] and now 
in Uttie Rock shredding,” 

Nixon held Mrs Clinton in 
special contempt because she 
vrorked for the House commit- 
tee that considered inmeaching 
him. He was also barsb and un- 
forgiving toward Mr Clinton for 
avoiding service during the 
Vietnam ^r. 

“1 cannot believe ths guy is 
a serious contender for the 
presi^Dcy. I know why be did 


uhat he did to dodge the draft: 
he didn't want to get bis ass shot 
off," Ms Crowley quoted Noon 
as telling her in 199Z adding: 
“He is a coward and a fraud. 
He didn't serve his country 
when it needed him, so 
should we have him serve it 
when he is ready? . When be 
evaded the draft, he cheated the 
country and the people whose 
votes be is asking for ... He was 
no ooDScieotious objector, be 
was a selfish, ^Qed brat” 
The former president added: 
ma^ my job harder and be 
sent Cod knows how many 
men to their deaths in bis place. 
rU tell you, if be is eleaed pres- 
ident 1 will know this country 
has fijoally gone to hell.” 


shorts 

at Seoul s mnuDunicaiing with North 

month on charges of ^ «nortinB hv fw to North 

Korea. Mr 1^ iSSdS Korea 

^rea on L»S and bouiD ^ ^ ^ ^ Seoid 

and US miliiaiy deployraems m tne soum. 

thisecoad day of the offens^-e agamst th^ near 
Shaloi. the federal command saiA-4F- Greory 

nescue workers in China have airlifted 
R^Of food and more than one 
^etal water to a city swamped by floods m ihe 
south-west of the countiy. Only a few ^ 
in Ae city of Uuzhou in Guangn provmM eswped ite 
flooding after the water level of the Liiyiaflg nw 
to its highest mark this century. “The whole cityjs imder 
water," a chy government official said. Renter — Axu$ 

President Nelson Mandela's recent offi^ 'dsfrio 
■ France has revived speculation in South Africa aoCTf 
hfc love life. The Johannesburg Sunday Times reportedwat 
while in Paris, Mr Mandela met at least three times with 
Graca Machel, a UN official and widow of a former 
Moiambican president. Their meetings included a luDdi m 
President Mandela's suite at the state guest ho^, and 
with a small group of friends at the residence M . 
Barbara Masekela. South Africa's Ambassador to ErMce, 
the paper said. It added that Ms Machcl flew to South 
Africa with the President on his official jet when 
four-day visit ended last "niutsday. AP - Jahamesbarg 

) A questtoiui^re cTistribiited by PaJestiman iiiielligeiice 

I /%agents that Palestinian journalists about their 

pohSal back^ounds and whether their relatwes have ever 
been accused of spying has drawn strong criticism. 

Circulated among Palestinian reporters m the Gaza Strip, 
it asks such questions as: “Do you belong to a imUtical 
party?", and, “Name your close relatives and mends". The 
Arab Jouisalisls Association called on reporters not to fill 
out the form. “It is not acceptable to deal with the 
Palestinian journal&t as a ^sy,” said Mohammed Dawoud/, 
an official of the organisation. AP -Jenisaiem ^ 

A prison inmate on hun^ strike has died, a human 
rights official said - the first fatality among 1,500 leftist 
and Kurdish inmates fasting throughout Turk^ since May 
to protest against prison conditions. The inmate, Aygus 
Ugur, was a memrar of the banned Maixist-Leninist 
pjnmmiiniRt and had been on hunger strike at the 
higb-secunty Umran^ jail for 63 days, said Ibrahim Vhroi, 
an official of TUrk^s independent Human Rights 
Association. “We expect more deaths," be said. Ugnr's 
death came two weeks after Tlirkey's new blamic-iaspired 
government cancelled strict new prison policies in an effort 
to end the hunger strikes. .4P - Istanbul 

T he son of the late Philippine dictator Ferxlmand 
Marcos attacked a US jury's $22bn (£14bn) iudgment 
against his family as ateurd, saying it implied trat the 
Marcoses had twice as much gold as there was in Fort i 
y^OJi.Raita'— Manila ^ 

A n Italian teenager shot In the head at point-blank 
range as be prepared to band over a scooter to a gang 
of thieves was in a coma and doctors described him as 
clinically dead. Jfruter-> ATqpbs 


D ubai's oldest man has died at the age of 136. Long 
walks and a diet of quail and bread bel^d the retired 
mosque preacher All Malar bin Ghurair reach his 
advanced age, Dubai papers said at the weekend. He is 
survived by 103 grandchildreD and great-grandchildren, 
and one of his sons is 98, The Guinness Book of WoHd 
Records recogmses Frenchwoman Jeanne Calment as the 
oldest person in the world with a birth certificate proving 
she is \2l. Reuter — Oubei 
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American Ex|N«ss annual 
travel insurance. 

Because you never know 

who yoi/ll meet on holida]^ 

No matter who you bump into on holiday 
you can rest assured our comprehensive annual 
travel insurance covers almc^t every eventuality, 
including up to £2 million medical expenses. 

What's more, you dorft have to be an American 
Express Cardmember to enjoy this worldwide 
security from a worldwide company. 

So, to relax before you go on holiday, call the 
number below between Sam and Spm quoting 
reference lAS 


Amnge 365 days of cover 
in just 5 minuies. 


0800 700 737 
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Renewing your 
Home Insurance in 
July or August? - 


UP TO 

jC25 off 
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Buildings premiums 


UP TO 

35% OFF 

Home contents 
premiums 


: Switch your buildings insurance from your mortgage lender and we’U ' 

give you £25 oflF your 1st year s premium. What s more, if you cake out, • 

contents insurance with Prudenrial ar 

the same time, you will receive a *•' \ 

1 5% discount, plus there's a furtiier 
20'noffyour buildings and concents 

premium if you’re aged 50 or over. 


Find out how much you could save. 
Call now for a free quote. PLUS a FREE 
i home security video. 


VOURS FREE 


; Call Prudential on 0800 300 300 1 
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Israel and 
Hizbollah 

swap their 
dead 




ROBERT FISK 

Kfar Tibnit, southern Lebanon 

'^e Isrucli dead wcni home in 
inc morning, in sicul toffins 
rwerently placed on a Gcnnan 
militaiy Aircraft for the hritf 
flighl lo Tel AvK‘. 

Thc^ Hizbi.fl]uh dead c:une 
home in cheap wooden boxes 
houncmg in the back »f 17 
construction lorries, to bo 
pushed amid screams of grief 
into more than 100 WacL ivhtte 
and brewn heurses iJiai were 
parked amid the hot olive 
swes of southern Lebanon. 

in u coumr>- where the dead 
always come first, it uas prob- 
ably ineviiaWe that the living 
prisoners - 17 members of Is^ 
rael'.s pro^- militia in .s«.iuthern 
Lebanon, and 43 inmates of the 
notorious. Israeli-run Khiam 
jail - were still waiting to he lib- 
erated at dusk. 

There were famih- mourner 
in Israel for Rabamin .-\J-Sheikh 
and Yosef Fink, the two Israeli 
mldiers wounded and captured 
in a Hizbollah ambush inside 
Lebanon in holh of whom 

died in capcnitv'. And there 
were thousands of Hizbollah 
men and grieNnng families for 
the 123 “martyrs*’ when their 
bodies were unloaded from die 
trucks, some youths even fight- 
ing each other in their rage on 
(op of the coffins. 

Many of I he dead were killed 
in HizboUah's human wave at- 
tacks on Israeli occupation 
troops in the late 19SO&, ihou^ 
others had been killed recently 
enou^ for the mourners to cov- 
er their {aces with handkerchiefs 
as the trucks drove past. 

If (here was grief in toth fs- 
rael and Lebanon, there was at 
least some triumph for the Ger- 
man securi^ services who - of 
all people - had brought about 
this cxtraordinaiy, if gruesome, 
body>swap. The close felau'on- 
ship between Bemd Schmid- 
bauer. Chancellor Kohl's sec- 
urity adviser, and the heads of 
the Iranian secret service - a 
Ijpnnection forcefully con- 
uemned by Israel last year - was 
found to be of use the kraelis 
after all. It enabled Mr Schmid- 
bauer to bring Iranian and 
Syrian intelligence authorities 
together in Damascus before 
confinning ibat the exchange 
of bodies and prisoners could 
go ahead. 

After French intervention 


during Israel's April bnnibard- 
ment of Lebanon, the new Ger- 
man initiatn’e has again brought 
u European Union nation into 
Middle East peace-making, in 
however minor a role. 

Mr Schinidbauur’s own per- 
sonal role is also intriguing. In 
1992, he was iitstrumunial in 
freeing iwo Cemtan hnsl^us. 
Heinrich Sirucbigand Thumaji 
Kempner, who had been kid- 
napped by the family of u man 
imprisoned in Germany for hi- 
jacking :in American *r\^'A jei 
to Ueirui in 19S5. Again. Mr 
Sehmidhauer used Iranian in- 
telligence officers lo complete 
the relca.ses after Syria gave its 
consent to the negiiiiaiions. 

It may not have been by 
eiunce tiui an Iranian ideiivioh 
erew wa.s filming ihe conm' of 
lorries a.s it carried the Hizbol- 
luh dead across the Israeli 
occupation line yesterday ^- 
terniKm. 

But the exchanges wrre not 
wiihouipoteniially gra\>c prob- 
lems. The 43 prisoners from 
Ishiam - some of whom had 
been hdd for more than 10 
years without trial, and three of 
whom were women -were kept 
wailing in buses through (he 
midday beat because the Israelis 
found that it was, in the words 
of one officer, “tal^g longer 
than we thought** to transfer 123 
coffins from Israeb* lorries to 
trucks hired by the Red Cross. 
The corpses had been interred 
in northern Israel. 

Then the Red Cross, which 
liad earlier supervised the re- 
moval of the two Israeli bodies 
from the Bir al-Abed suburb of 
the capital to Beirut airport, 
suddenly discovered that the 17 
members of the l»aeli-paid 
“South Lebanon Ann/* who 
were to be sent back to Israel's 
occupation zone i^dn't want to 
return, 'They sal in the Red 
Cross cars just west of the front 
Imes, staring at the quizzical - 
and not entirely mendly - 
l&EboUah men looldag at them 
intent!^ through the vehicle 
windows, two of them in tears- 

AU said they wanted to re- 
mmn in Beirut; the SLA bad 
stated a few hours earlier that 
the prisoners had been brain- 
washed by the Hizbollah, a 
claim wbi^ lost none of its 
force when HizboUah’s own 
television station showed each 
of the 17 prisoners kissing the 
forehead of Uie HizboUah's 
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intesmational 

Italy’s TV 
sleaze comes 
out of the box 


Happy day: Laila Baalbaki wHh her brother Issam, freed after a body-swap with the Hizbollah 


Photograph: AP 


, ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

Perhaps it was inevitable that 
(he sleaze that ooaesout of ItaF 
iao television screens would 
begin to stick to the presenters 
and programme-makers. Ihe 
semi-nalced women, bad game 
shows and vc^'euristic exercis- 
es in humiUatkm tbat pass for 
small-screea family entertain- 
mern were the subject of no 
fewer than three criminal loves- 
ti^tions this weekend, sug- 
gesting the existence of a sea^ 
underbelly beneath the shirq' 
teeth and glittery swimsuits. 

Itah^s most famous television 
presenter, Hppo Bwdo,wasb^ 
ing bombarded with allegations 
oluncthical behaviour, indud- 
ing suggestions tbat he rigged 
a New Year tombola draw 
was broadcast live to the nation; 
promoted personal friends to 
take part in variety show con- 
tests; and ailovired bin^lf to be 
bribed when piddng contes- 
ionts for this y^'s San Remo 
muse fesliva]. 

One particularly squalid pro- 
gramme, il^ecanterc a richieste 
- “TV cameras on request**, a 
son of Candid Camera ut which 
husbands-to-be are secretly 
filmed being chatted up by ac- 
tresses to test their fidehQr^was 
being pursued for inciting vio- 
lence after one “guest" lost bis 
temper once the ttkk was re- 
vealed, and knocked his would- 
be seducer to the ground. 

Most damaging, though, 
were allegations that the ptet- 
^ teenage girls adorning virtu- 
ally every programme, from 
Sunday afternoon varied shows 
n> evening satires on cuirent 
events, are being Q*stematical- 
^ abused frir SQokl favours and 
“traded" among producers and 
personalities to pay off favours 
within both the state and the pri- 
vate broadcasting system. 

According to ma^traies 
working out of BieOa m norlb- 
westem Itaty. girls as young as 
15 are forc^ to have seat with 
talent scouts and their friends 
as price for getting onto the 

small screen. VUerio Merohu a 
talent scout who works for Sil- 
vio Berlusconi's Italia Uno 
diannel, has just ^nt 10 days 
in custody on charges of pimp- 
mg arxl sexiial violei^. Gi^ Sa- 


bani, a well-known presenter, 
is under house airesi, and Gian- 
ni Boncompagni, a producer, 
is being formally investigated. 

The evidence produced a 
flurry of witnesses, inchiduig 
several ^ the gfrls themselves, 
depicts unholy power games in 
wtud w^d-be models are co- 
erced into squalid assignations 
in hotel rooms, then dumped 
and foigotten as often as they 
axe helf^ up the career ladder. 

One witness, Mr SabanTs 
former chauffeur, has su^^- 
ed that tHeriskm executives 
have pas^ the girls around 
their friends in exchange for 
and even offered them to 
poU^ans with an interest in 
bioadcasong. as a form of bribe. 

Tbe newspapers are dubbing 
the vorielcpedi, in an 

echo of the tai^nlapoU inves- 
tigation into political bribery a 
few years and are rubbmg 
their bands in antic^tion of 
more revektioosL But the dbau- 
SeuTt Gh^eppe Bagano, hasyet 
to name names in public. 

Mr Merola, interviewed 
shortly after his release from jail 
yestenhy xnonung, did not 
having sexual relations with 
protegdes but inristed there 
was nothing criminal about his 
behaviour. He described one li- 
aison, with a 15-year-old from 
Modena who has accused him 
of rape, as ‘'intense but brief". 

The case has prompted an ex- 
traotdioaiy outpoint of views 
tbat reflect not only Itafy’s at- 
titude to hs small-screen en- 
tertainment but also its foeUngs 
about show buaness, women 
with careers, and sex in gener- 
al. While Catholic groups have 
denounced the moral turpi- 
tudeofthe entertainment bua- 
ness, one prominent broad- 
caster has argued that weird sex- 
ual practices have been the 
baDmaxk of artists down the cen- 
turies and are thus a vital part 
of western culture. 

The mother of ooemodd in- 
sasted the scandal was the fruit 
of tte gjiis themsdves. “Let*s be 
honest," she said. “Sometimes 
itisthegirlswhoaiethepiwo- 
oiotcL and the men -well, they 
are just men." This did not, of 
course, include bca* daughter, a 
showgirl called Alessia Gio^ 
whom she described as ayoung 
woman of “healthy piindjpiBs". 


general secretary, Sayed Hasan 
Nasradab. 

The Red Cross resoh-ed the 
problem by allowing the SLA 
prisoners to traveL three at a 
time, to their former colleagues 
on the Israeli lutes, and to 
announce whether or not ih«7 
wished to go back to their 


militia units or stay m Bemit. 

in the olive fields, (hens 
were pikers over the plywood 
coffins in a clearing ringed by 
bbek fla^ and \reeping women, 
interrupted only by the tinkling 
of dozens of m^Dc tel^bones 
in the bands of the still livtag 
Hiriiollah men. 
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Irritable Bowel Syndrome Panic Attacks? 
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Scavengers meet swift response 
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about a new book The womeo who suffered Get t 


stomach, you seed to ^ a feied pn^ and geoeral anx- 


STEPHANIE NOLEN 

Jerusalem 

RiUowrag newspaper reports 
that buo^eds of I^eslinia^ 
were coming to the main 
Jerusalem rubbish dump each 
day to scav’cnge for food and 
j unk to sell, the Israeli govern- 
ment has moved swiftly to 
tackle the problem - in its own 
way. 

IVvo heavily armed frraeli 
guards who live in a settlement 
m the Whst Bank dty of Hebron 
have DOW ^en posted at the 


entrance to the dump, to keep 
out would-be scavengers > and. 
especially, foreign journalists. 

“They are here to keep us 
away,” said Ali Hamdau, 40. 
who travels from Hebron him- 
self each day to search for 
scrap metal and old clothes to 
sell. “But mostly the guards are 
here because of the journalists. 
*They real^ don't like the jour- 
nalists." The Independent first 
reported the crowds at the 
dump two weeks ago, in a 
story about the worseningeco- 
nomic crisis in the Wesi Bank 


and Gaza Strip, caused by the 
Israelis having closed uiose 
areas. Most of the peo{^e at the 
dump used to work io Israel be- 
fore the closure was impo^d 
following a series of suicide 
bombings in Israel in February 
and Match. 

Until last week, up to 800 
people were coming to the 
dump each day. Now, only 30 
or 40 people plough through the 
refuse; they sneak in over the 
hills to the south to avoid the 
guards. Mr Hanidan said that 
the guards perio^caUy wave 


their guns and chase people off 
the garbage heap, bot largely 
ignore them. 'Th^r presence at 
the gates, be said, has been 
enough to keep most people 
away, especially the crewds of 
chil^en who used to hunt for 
food in the garbage. 

“I guard tiic Arabs, to make 
sure they don't take anything," 
the burJy dump guard loM The 
Independent. Then, fingering 
the trigger on his massive 
maclune gun, be added: “You 
should go away, loo. Right 
now." 
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and nOD-iasulin dependence. 
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ularly, 14 to eat in moda^ 
tioomd I3ioavoidafiogetbcc 
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•Tbe unportance or exercise 
in diabetes control. 
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international 


Jet crash inquiry faces long haul 


JOHN CARUN 

Washington 


TWA disaster: Bomb theory grows as search for evidence goes on 


The task of solving the mystery 
of TWA Flight 800, which 
crashed off the coast of Long Is* 
(and, New York, last week 
killing 230 people, willprescnt 
a big challenge. Amencan in- 
vestigators have yet lo explain 
why, in September 1994, a Boe- 
ing 737 plunged to earth over 
Pind^ur^ kOUng all 132 people 
aboard - so it may take some 
lime before the reasons for 
this disaster come to light. 

On Wednesday, the explo^ 
of the Boeing 747 jumbo jet 
o\-er the Allamic Ocean s<ai- 
lered wreckage o\’cr a wide 
area that may turn out to en- 
compass 500 square miles to 
depths of beMveen 100 feet and 
200 feet. 

lb complicate matters further 
the weather has been variable 
' at times f oggy , at Uidcs rainy 
-and Ibe seas have been efaop- 
pv to rough. Diving for wreck- 


age has SO far been impoa^Ie. 

Extraordinaiify diScultpre- 
liininaiy salvage work wfl] nave 
to be completed before the 
National Inmspoctation Safe- 
ty Board (OT36) and the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigate win 
he able to examine the evidence. 
Evidence which, if th^ are 
sidllhil and fortunate, too, may 
provide them with suf^ent 
clues tobe able to announce the 
probable cause of the disaster. 

^ yesterday, despite a mas- 
sive deployment of resources, 
130 bodies remained unac- 
counted for, and of (he 100 bo^ 


vestigatots hope, will contain 
valuable evidence and most of 
the missing bodies, may, how- 
ever, have been located with 
navy sonar devices. '‘May^ - as 
in every oCteranoe imoMng 
the investigation so for - re- 
mains the operative word, 
though.'*ili^ have found a 


trail of material on the [ocean] 
Frands. 


bottom,'* said Robert Frands, 
the NT^ tnce-chaiiman head- 
ing on-site investigations. 

Despite the lack of evidence, 
hivestigatois have made it plain 
in their public statements, and 
in (heir aGf-foe-record asides to 


ies recovered, only 23 had been 
idratzdetL Only one 


positively 
per cent of the aircraft itsdf had 
been recovered. 

The two black boxes con- 
taining the fU^t data recorder 
and the coclq^it voice recorder, 
have not yet been located, llie 
aircraft’s fuselage, which, in- 


reporters, that they believe 


/A 800 was dovmed by a 
bomb. *The chan^ that this 
was a mechanical foilure are 
sl^** said Jim KaBstmn, the 
dire^r of the FBI joint anti- 
teiTodst task jfbrce investigating 
the crash. ‘'Ihe least likely 
thing, minus the forensics 


-which we are waitii^ for - u 
mechanicaL That is just com- 
mon sense.” 

Wlqr is it common sense'} 
Clive Irving, a New York-based 
Brit^ autbor who has written 
a book about Boeing and the 
747, articulates - with more in- 
side knowledge than most - 
what has become conventional 
infonned opinion, 

“There is no previous exam- 
ple of a complete and io^an- 
taneous catasbophe involving a 
747 (hat was not a bomb,” ^ 
living said. “If it had been a. 
Structural foflure the degree of 
dirintegration would not have 
been so sudden, eqwdally if you 
take into account the sheer 
size of the 747.” 

But tile means employed ^ 
the presumptTO “cowai^, in 
Mr Kallstrom's words, to blow 
up the airoaft, remain at this 
stage an unfathomable mys- 


tery. The mystery, meanwhile, 
has opened the door for tele- 
vision pundits to ec^age in a riot 
of guesswork. 

One version put forward has 
it that a bomb was smugged 
^joard the aircraft inside a 
metal box containing trans- 
plant organs. A box of this lype 
would not have been subjected 
to the same electronic scnitiny 
as, say, the average suitcase. 

Another idea is that the air- 
craft was ritot down by a land- 
to-air missile, fired either from 
tile Long shore or from 
asmaJlboat 

One alternative si^gBstiOD is 
that a terrorist in Athens placed 
inside foe jet a bomh foai man- 
aged to escape detection all 
long the route - during the 


baps the most mtriguing fo^ 
IV pjoponnded so far by a lele- 
vistoD expert - ^bo 
inter viewed on 

ington's Oiannel Eight - w^ 

that the aircraft had been sirude 

by a meteorite foiling to ea^ 


In foe frenzy of speculation 
uMnehowitnas 


five-hour period up toTWA 
r 10 ‘ 


800’s arrival in New loilq and 
prior to, and after, hs dqarture 
on foe fateful ftigbt Bsr- 


goingOT somehow it has almost 

been forgotten that foe be- 
reaved families of those who 
died in the disaster care little 
about what, or who. caused 
foe crash, ^^ch less do they 
wifo to turn their attention to 
that other subject of keen in- 
terest to foe news-bereft media 

at tiie moment- how to pirevent 

future calamities. 

The heart-rending priority 
of the fatnilie s and friends DOW 
ittanding helplessly by. is to re- 
cover and identify foe bodies of 
their kwed ones - to begin 
their mourning and to give the 
dead decent burials. 

But even that accepted con- 
sequence seems as though it ^ 

be some way off yeL 



Pedal-powered dragon: The ‘Dragoons' team propel their fanetic sculpture through the streets of Corvallis, Oregon, in the DaVinci Days parade Photo0faph: Tony OwermartftVP 



straight on sex 

and politics 
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Most of American politic^ 

Savage explams, hc^ W 
sex. Abortion, gay rights, smgte 
mothers on welfare, 
roles, sex education, the whole 

family values thing -“at bottom 

it's all about sex”. 

“It’s why Clinton is sum a 
controversial President n® 
continues, as two elderfy 
women moved away firom Jus 
table at a Seattle sandwKh bar. 
“You perceive that this w a 
man who m^ actually enjoy 

sex. Bush and Reagan were sort 

of sexless. The last presi^t 
who went for it was Kennedy. 

Seattle, foe I^cific Rim port 
a stone’s throw from the Cana- 
dian border, has earned a rep- 
utation in recent years as 
America’s hippest ciQ^. Cali- 
fornians have headed there in 
droves, abandoning perpetual 
sunshine for weather that is ax- 
guably worse than Britain s. 
Mr Savage dismisses it as 
provincial and duiL The clubs 
that gave birth to ^imge rock 
are dosed for refurbishment, he 
says. The cappuccino bars on 
every comer, in foe home city 
of foe Starbucks chain, are be- 
coming pass£. Even the heroin 
scene is overblown, he says. 

This spring, however, 
{Newsweek magazine devoted a 
covet story to foe lures of Seat- 
tle. It named Dan Savs^e, sex- 
a(Mce columnist and drag 
queen, as one of the city's most 
influential people, alongside 
Micn»oft bfllionaire Bill Gates 
and foe Mayor. Norm Rice. 

Mr Savage’s cohnnn. Savage 
Love, is bOlid as a gay mao’s an- 
swers to foe sex problems of 
straight people. It appears in a 
local weekfy, the Strader, and 
in 16 alternative oewspaMts 
nationwide, indudiDg the Vukise 
Ifrtce in New York, and 
the Chicago Rcadert with a 
combined readership of over a 
niillioQ. He receives about ISO 
letters a week, some from as for 
away as Australia and Israel, 
and usually addressed: 'Tiey, 

Kiggor. 

Straight people need gays to 
guide foem oa oon-prooeative 
sex, he says. Straight sex is sim- 
pfy a matter of “put tab A in skM 
Gay men and women 
contrast have to address their 
sexual deares. and how to ful- 
fil (hem, from an early age. 

The Americans' attitude to 
sex, be says, is both immature 
and weird. Sex education is 
taught as biology, all fallopian 
tubo and urethru, instead of 
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as a p!ea.surable pursuit. “It’s 
like leaching people how to dri- 
ve bj' teaching them foe woA- 
inss of the internal combustion 
er^e,” he said "They take foe 

or out and smash it into a wall” 

His column, while mostly 
unprintable in a family news- 
paper, and often offensive, is 
aim moralistic. In five years, be 
boasts. “1 have raised a whole 
generation of young women to 
insist OQ their right to orgasm. 
firsL" 

In a recent Seattle pdl he was 
easifvvoted foe city s favqj^riie 
cohmmist His term for straight 
people - “breeders” - has 
entered the local lexicon. 

Once a month Mr Sav^e 
hosts gay bingo, in dn& for 
about 500 people, to raise funds 
for Aids victims. The event has 
been sold out every evening 
since he started calling the 
numbers three years ago. 

Seattle’s deputy mayor re- 
cently presented him with a se- 
quin^ T-shirt as thanks fra his 
campaign for a local park. He 
has a Sunday night radio show', 
is in demand as a speaker at 
Io(^ universities, and recemh' 
signed on with a publisher 
for a two-book deal on sex and 
politics. 

In New York, the 31-yevold 
Mr Savage mwht be lost in the 
wash. In Sea^ he stands out 
The son of a Qiicago police- 
man, from an Irish Catholic 
family, he once studied for the 
priesthood and worked for two 
years in Britain waiting tables. 

This spring. Mr Savage join- 
ed the local Republican l^rty. 
^standing unopposed for foe 
Office of Precinct Committee 
Offic^. he found himself a del- 
egate at the county convention 
on the Pat Buchanan slate. He 
then hijacked an event that 
drew 1,600 local Republicans 
with a string of amendments to 
write sDpport for same-sex mar- 
riage and the repeal of sodomy ( 
laws into foe party platform, i 
chronicling the ensu^ mayhem 


to his cohimn. “It's bow 
Christian Right took over uie 


Republican I^uly.” he said “All 
foey did was just go.” 


Tim Cornwell 


Cartoonists in perii: In cultures as diverse as Hong Kong and Algeria, a climate of fear means comic strips are no longer a joke 

Politics is deadly subject 
in world of Arab despots 


Artists’ courage withers 
in Big Brother’s shadow 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 


“If you're scared, don't come 
in,” says the at the entrance 
to an exhibition of cartoons by 
Zunzi. Hong Kong’sbest known 
and most controversial car- 
toonist. The sign seems exag- 
gerated. After all, inside the 
exhibition hall there is nolhing 
more than a series of cartoons. 

However, outspoken car- 
toonists are an endangered 
species in Hong Kong. Oolv a 
handful of artists produce ^ 
lilical cartoons and few publi- 
cations will carry their work. 

The dark shadow of China's 
rule, which begins next year, 
bangs over cartoonists 'as it 
docs over many others who 
are likely to be regarded as dis- 
sidents. Larry Feign, an Amer- 
ican who has been drawing 


cartoons in Hong Kong for 
more than a decade, says he is 
demoralised. He claims news- 
papers wOl onfy publish caitoms 
which “take no tides and ex{»ess 
no optnioas". 

T^ is not Feign's style. Last 
year he was fired by foe South 
China MormngBost new^i^ter, 
where be had a big foUowin& 
on account of his “Lily Woo^ 
cartoon strip. It was ^ed 


after a rassibfy prophetic strip 
about tailings of cartoonists. 


China bu Jong recognised 
that cartoons are a valuable po- 
litical weapon, although polit- 
ical cartoons started to emerge 
in Cbina only about 60 years 


ago. during the Sino-Japuese 
r. The Chii 
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war. The Chinese Communist 
Party quickly grasped foe vahie 
of this medium; many officials 
in charge of arts matters in 
China are former caitoonfa^ 

China’s tradition of political 
cartoons is not one of belly 
laq^ Itdrawsonaknowled^ 
of Chinese history and philoa- 
opfay, presenting ideas as alle- 
gories. This makes foe cartoons 
unpenetrable for non-Chinese 
readers. 

Zunri says he tries to be 
funny. He stresses that his main 
^ “i$ to give my opinioo, and 
if 1 can change socaefy to a more 
liberal society, that would be 
great”. But he dislikes foe idra 
of impost!^ his views on the 
readers, saying he really w ants 
to make people think for 
themselves. 


In China itself cartoonists are 
restrained, although Feign be- 
lieves they “can go a little fur- 
ther foan anyone else” in 
expresting controveisial views. 

He retails foe furore about 
seven years ago, when a cartoon 
was pubiisbed which showed foe 
(3iinese leader, Deng Xiaoping, 
playing bridge and smolon^ 
uting the tiaditioaal cartoonist's 
technique of exaggerating his 
features. Nowadays a caricature 
of this kind could scarcely be 
pubUsheil 

As for Zunzi, his stock in 
trade is nmicmg frm of Chinese 
leadeis. After the 1989 Tlanan- 
tnen Square massacre, he pul^ 
lisbed a particularly savage 
cartorai, showing Mr Deng and 
foe Chinese Prime Minister, U 
rifting in an actor’s dress- 
ing room, ai^ilyiag bkKxfy-look- 
ing lipstick. Mr Deng is seen 
reading a script entitled “The 
World’s Greatest Leader”, 
while on foe floor a democra- 
cy protesteris dying. 

yjmri does not spare British 
leaders. The former gewruor, 
David Vfilson, was draiicted as 

a obtania) buffoon in a feafoered 
cap. Chris Fatten, the current 
Governor, is usually shown as 
a fat man who is bewklcred by 
his sunoundo^. 

How long does Zunzi think 
he can get away with his style 
of work? ‘Tt defxnds entirely' on 
the politick situation”, he says. 
“We can see that foe situation 
is becoming worse in the field 
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Rtoky business; Zunri shows China's premier, Li Peng, 
as an ape (abova); a pen makes a stand for freedom 


of freedom of speech. A lot of 
newspapers are changing their 
attitude towards China. More 
and more newspapers are 
reluctant to use political 
cartoons”. 

So, wiD be tone down his car- 
toons? “I don't think it's 
necessary to use cartoons as a 
means of earning a living”, he 


^ys. Tf 1 can't publish in foe 
newspapers, I won't squeeze 
myself by drawing things 1 don't 
like”. He says be would be 
toswiv^ to the Internet 
or to producing banners for 
protesicjs. And if all these 
avenues are blocked and he 
lands in jail, Zunzi says; “111 
draw on foe walls of foe jail”. 


It is DO laughing matter, being 
a political cartoonist in foe 
Arab woiidL Earlier this month, 
Chawld Lamari, a cartoonist on 
the Algerian French language 
daify. Tribune, was arrested 
at home and hauled off to 
Serfcaji, a top-securi^ prison 
whxii ^ined notoriety after 100 
Islamist prisoners were idiied 
when the authorities re-estab- 
lished order after a riot. 

Publication of La Tribune 
was suspended. Police took in 
the publisher of the newspaper, 
Klieireddine Ameyar, and the 
editor. Baya Gacemi, for ques- 
tioning. A judge later ordered 
them to report lo the police 
twice a week. The three men wQl 
Stand trial together on 29 July. 

The issue was a cartoon 
showing Algerian flags strung 
between houses along a street. 
One asks: “Is this for 5 July?" 
(Algerian Independence Day, a 
date central lo the armed 
forces’ claim to legitimacy). 

An examining magistrate 
ruled that foe cartoon was in 
breach of Article 160 of the 
Penal Code. This stipulates 
prisoa terms of 5 to 10 years for 
“anyone who deliberately and 
publicly tears up, defaces or 
defiles foe national ^bol”. 

A statement by foe Algerian 
journalists union, foe Assera- 
blee Gtinerale des Journalistes, 
which denounced the legal 


proceedings, said the move 
would not slop journalists frimi 
“continuing their struggle until 
their colleague Amari is re- 
leased and legal action against 
La Tribune dipped". 

In some respects the case was 
distinctively Algerian. But the 
case is symptomatic of foe dan- 
gers cartoonists face when they 
cross the line in ridiculing the 
authorities in an Arab world 
ruled largely by despots. 

The golden age of the polit- 
ical caricature was the pre- 
revolution^ period in EgypL 
This permitted Egyptian irrev- 
erence for authonty and satir- 
ical genius to find expression in 
weekly news magazines. The 
British were ea^ targets, but so 
were the political leaders, al- 
though foe king was off-U/nits. 

Nasser's ooup in 1952 harmed 
parties and limited freedom of 
csqsresrion. Thereafter the num- 
ber of subjects n4tich could be 
tackled in the (aesswithout tisk- 
iog foe censor's blue pencil (or 
worse) shrank. 

Egyptian cartoonists 
can allude to corruption in high 
places, which cannot be proved 
but which everyone knows 
about, more easily than can 
columnists, who would have to 
name names. In a culture where 
foe rate of illiteracy is high. 
cartoons still have great power. 

Censors are well attuned to 
the influence that a well- 
wrought political caricature 
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may exert Such was the popu- 
larity of the Moroccan satir^ 
magaane Akhbarn/'Suq (News ] fp.'j ^ 
from the Market) foat it was » 

banned. 

In foe most celebrated case, 
foe Palestinian cartoonist, Naji 
Ali, was gunned down in Lon- 
don in 1987. apparently for 
alluding to Yasser Arafat's 
^yptian mistress. 

In some parts of foe Middle 
East, editors commission car- 
toonists lo send a message they 
dare not convey in writing. The 
freest Arabic press is now fwid 
in London, although most *il 
is owned by Saudi interests 
which do not tolerate discussioQ 
of subjects sensitive to foem. 

Jih^ al Khazen, editor o£/^ 

Hayat, says foat when foe paper 
was published in Beirut “the 
tradiuon was that the editor and 
foe cartoonists would digfuss 
ideas together”. Since the pa- 
per mov^ to London, foe car- 
toonists' consultation with the 
editor has diTniri f s h^ d 

Although there is no heavy- 
handed political authori^ 
exercising the censor's scissors, 
foe ownership of the paper in- 
stiUs a measure of self -censor- 
ship which ensures that no 
anli-Saudi material is covered. 

“We deal overwhelmingly 
with Arab political issues, SUCD 
as Israel’s attack on south 
Lebanon, not with domestic 
terrorism, human ri^ts, or 
democrat,’* he says. 
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COUN BROWN 

Chief Mitical Correspondent 


Harriet Hannan's chances of se- 
curing her seat in the Shadow 
Cabinet were gj\>cn a boost 
yesterday by John Prescott, the 
deputy leader of the Labour 
Paily. Mr I^'scoH has given his 
full backing for the Shadow 
Cabinet “slate" to be voted in 
during Wednesday's elections to 
j,. avoid giving ammunitidon to the 
{'; Tories'^th splits in the party. 

Mr F^cscoit gave a clear lead 
T; to the party's left-wing to vote 
for the status quo and avoid 
rocking the boat. Tlic Indepen- 
dent learned that one left-wing 
challenger, Irene Addams. Ipd 
I dropped out of the race, ^ving 
i Ms Hannan, the shadow health 

j spokeswoman, a freer run. 
i< “I was going to stand but 1 
' thou^t there was going to be 
a whole card of candidates. 
What I was not going to do is 
stand alone. It would be seen 
only as a challenge to Harriet 
Hannan which it never was." 
said Ms Addams. 

Ms Hannan's only dialle n gff 
now will be Ann Qwyd, who is 

backed by the Campa^ Groiq) 
of left-wing Labour MPs. The 
'^status quo" slate to be re- 
elected, said Mr Prescott, would 

indude Jack Cunningham* fol- 
lowing the standing down of 
overseas development spokes- 
woman Joan Lestor. 

Labour leader, Tbny Blair, 
and Mr Prescot, have met front- 
benchers to seek their support 
for the “status quo" slate, recog- 
nising that the move could de^ 
some shadow ministers the 
chance of a place in the first 
Labour cabinet for 18 years. 
Mr Prescott was instnimeo- 

lal in persuading the leaderehip 

to go ahead with the elections 


and for implementing the strat- 
CQ' to avoid damaging battles 
for places in the Shadow Cab- 
inet in the election run-up. 

Ms Hannan's decision to 
send her son to a grammar 
school caused the baddash that 
now threatens her place on the 
Shadow CabincL If Ms Harman 
were dropped, critics argue. 
Mr Blair would come under re- 
newed attack for chotrsing to 
send his son. Euan, to the Lon- 
don Oratory, an opted-out 
school, and yet more criticism 
for thinking of sending his sec- 
ond son. Nicky, now aged nine, 
to the same school. "It makes 
sense for the younger bc^ to go 
the same school as his brother, 
although wc haven’t finally de- 
cided that," Mr Blair said. 

To add to the tension, alle- 
gations of vole-ngging. report- 
ed in Saturday’s Independent, 
have continued. Diane Abbott, 
member of the National Exec- 
utive Committee, and Labour 
MP for Hackney Norto and 
Stoke Newington, said Ms 
Harman seemed to have her 
own assisied-places scheme. “If 

they stuff ballot boxes, of course 

sbe^ make it back. In a slia^t- 
forw^ secret ballot I don’t 
thintr she would [return]." said 
MsAbbotL , , . 

But Ms Harman remfotced 
her claim to be judged on her 

record as shadow health ^kes- 

woman by issuing new figures 
from her office showing that 
there had been a nw rire m 
hospital waiting lists, in spile of 
the Government’s drive to 
duce them. In the South 
Thames region, the numter 
waitmg more than a year had 
«me up from 23 to 430 betn^ 
wSn* and May. She said it 

showed that the Tctt^ were fell- 
ing in their own priorities. 



Elected mayors urged in counals 
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NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Polkv Ed'itor 

Britain moved closer yesterday 
to having directly elected may- 
ors, with publication of a local- 

authorily-baekcd study arg^ 

for "radically new models of 
gpveramenL 


“Cuncni arrangements are 
not dclwering what local gw- 
ernmcni is going to need, ar- 
gues Ste\« Bullock, jomt author, 
a former leader of Lewisham. 

Changes could range from di- 
rectly elected mayors to a coun- 
cil-appointed Cabinel q*slen^A 
new separation is needed be- 


tween the political Icadeiship 
which runs the councu and me 
elected assembly of other co^ 
cillors, which can then hold a 
more visible and powerfiil lead- 
ership to account, the report m- 
gues - a model closer to the 
relationship of the Govem- 
meni with the House of Com- 


mons. Such a change would 
make councillors more ac- 
countable for their actions. 

The call for change comes as 
Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
is expected to rene«i' his com- 
mitment to experiments wm 
elected mayors in a speech to 
If yyi government on Tuesday. 


week . Ho^ of 

coininiueecalledfbrcoMC^sto <,f 20 to 30 hours a 

beaWeioe-xper^niM*^ maintain the "legal fic- 

eiship and Uoo" i*jat they are all respon- 

Thc present s^cm pRxft^ uo ^ 

decisions behind closed 

The public oftOT seK ^ a Options; ADC. 
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posts to 
see huge 

cutback 


lew sepuiaum* u _ 

habitat sal § 

please t elepho ne 0 6 4 5 3 3 4 4 3 '■ 



4 I 

1 



Harriet Harman: BatM 
by Prescott for re-election 


Ann Clwyd: Intervention 

could limit her vote 


Jewish group 
seeks Internet 
block on racism 


ANDREW BROWN 

A Jewish think-tank has call^ 
for the Internet to be 
under the ^ 


White supremadst gsoase^ n 

savs. are usng American in- 
teraet sites to publish m^nal 
which is Olegal in many Euro- 

under the same ^cSSSthTgreatest dmg« 

asbookpublfehfa^L«*ofteg ^ 

isIatfijrLthelnstitoteofJCT^ 

PolityRescarch says, seminate ideas from Amen- 

[^^ofiheelectioni^^ ^Woigaidsatosu*^ 
a unique chance to broad^ ^ Aryan Movement, 

a^^di,thi National PW 

^er obnoxious gtouM. ^^Jde^dent White Raoa^ 

sells CDs with titles like^do"®* 
Sew Storm Rising- 

The sheer size of the mter 
net, and the availabUHy of 
ways to encrypt or render in^ 


their services, and not as 

if they were no morerraponsi 

blcthanKlq*one&x^ 

In a report ^J^bfashed^ 

morrow, the Institute^ 

Internet has prrnrt^ a ^ 
lively regulatiou-free environ 

meni for the publication of 

S material and the oigam- 

sajion of the ® J ^ 

Nazi and other fa r-n^ ^ 

gj^tremist groups. 




Rrftam orinc - 

monitored the 

Norwegian neo-Nan 



Brnriswttnm tpg pnuo** 
were partial^ ^ 

Noiweg^ BuUetm Board ^ 

‘®Muchoftheactmiy^le- 

gdhisofflecoiiiimis.Birtlhe 

S^mtedaims 

AcL the Malicious 
cations 

tim technical and Ubcrtaiaii ar- 

1 .. ....Ainet mntrallmSUn- 


desiradle matcr^ we 
lotting , schools, libraries, and 
Sbodies. should TOluniar- 

fly censor their maleriaL 


Awaming to halt cuts in diplo- 
matic posts abroad, designed to 
make savings for tax n^uc- 
tions, wni be deUvered to Ken- 
neth Clarke, the Chancellor, m 
a hanHutring rep<^ JV a ^ 
party Commons Select Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affans. 

The Foreign and Common- 
wealfl. Office (FOD) has 
the committee, chaired by Ra- 
mer minister David HoweU, 
that an efficienty promamme 
has identified potenual ^ual 
saving? riang to £28 million a 

bulk of these saving 
have been required to enable 
the FCO to live withm ns 
vious baselines,” 

“In 1996 a 97. tiw diortfall win be 
made up by a number of cute to 
operating expenditure, mclud- 
ing information prograrimw, 
travel andentertainmenL no 
dedsions have yet been laten 

on where eiqsenditure reduc- 
tions will fall in 1 W-98. 

Members of the committee 
were alarmed that the spending 
cute on (Idiomatic posts abioM 

woidd be higher than prevu^ 

stated. Th^ were told that 

ninning costs were dite to M 

by £17 nuUion in this fin^“ 
v^, and £11 million m 1997- 
98 But FCO officials said the 
cute amounted to nuUiOT 
this year and £25 milUou ncart 
year when exchange rat« Md 
itiHa tioa overseas were taken 
into accounL 

The 'freasury has also cnti- 
dsed the costs of ov^as 
diplomatic posts, thoughthese 
d^ the posts are often Maied 
to exporting Britirii gjwds. 

Lit week a leaked r^rt 
showed that ®iddlc-ra^- 
'freasury officials, dubbo- 
“kids" by the Chancellor, were 
warning that by hiichii^ to 
European markets Biiimn 
couldlose its chance to wm lu- 
crative trade with e^j^ 
economies in the Rr 

Soute America. Thereto cottH 

miuce was tmpaUed to ^ 
that dozens ^ posts “ 
P Tphfl«ies and consulates had 

has found efficiency savmffi of 
£22.4 million, representing 
nearly 11 per cent of corporate 

overheads and over^ sijjart 

services. The number of stffi 
slots in the UK has fallen ^ 
more than 

nasi three years. And the but 

SfortbedipkmalKwmgtrf 

the FCO this year IS due tt) 

from fl,431 rnfflion to £1,114 
miffioo - the lowest level since 
199(WL Some of the saving ^ 
being made b>' teplacmg^ 

staff in foreign posts with diplo- 

mats hired locally. ^ ^ 

The Psreign Affans Srito 

Committee is also alai^ jy 
ihebutocntepiopored for to 
BBC World Service that are due 

to feU this year by £8 million to 
£170 Tp6Knn^ and then by £9 mu- 
Bon nest year. It iscanj^^ 
a separate report on the BdL 
Warid Service. 
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news — — TiAmp 

Newts on the crest of multi-million-pound 

X 1 V-/V» Hanson new town 

”i"mes a hidden 

SSKffiS cost, repo rg -KSSSaaK 

Ctfrnne is under way _i? ® Kli^hAlaS SCnOOII T“® _ retxst, bnl iwy 



15,000 great crated ne^ 03016$ 3 niuwi drof^to one oi 

^£jsSs 4 >“ ««[. 'eK 5 -„ ”«{£«»*: 

gfflissas Nichoi»s<*» 

j ■ fh^ 


*rne»ls bogo- 

They are then moved a —t. rnnservadon group has ”Q °S amnne the thou- 

s* 3 S"« 

&^'’s 5 i EsSs,!^ 

bSSiSSSS'.S ‘SS^^'SS. 

^SSSs 

Sir^'Sfed’^ P^iSSS 

as the rescue work, ^h^e master pl^ from damage and developmenL 

the^uW-natkmaicompanyha 

had to sacrifice adjacent ^d ?*“^^^jborougb. Some tion came En^ s 

worth, twientially, more than mdustiymPeteiTOro^^ deal with Hanson. In compen- 

^tra^SedSOO^ ^fordesm^ofithe^rf 

h^«<M the cx>al ash fiom power sm»uw»«» __ . -any would 


worth, twientially, more than nwhistiymPeteiTOro^^ deal with Hanson. In compen- 

^tra^SedSOO^ ^fordesttpyiefithe^rf 

newt reserve. That brings the SSSI, the con^^^^ 

price tag for ach creature create a pamanent reserve for 

saved up to £1,000. ii a» in a gr^ir * fhi m^**tin n the amp h i bi a n s. 

The costly protection mea- .fSToSSTus ThisT say the 


TaWng'iM^reTTiiand^ Hiree of the 30,000 great crested newts being moved to "protectecT ponds at Orton, Peterborough 


price tag for wch creature create a pamanentrce«.»xw. 

saved up to £1,000. ii a» in a gr^ir * fhi m^**tin n the amp h i bi a n s. 

protection mea- ^.^omS^Tus TTiis, say the two orga^- 

sures have been negotiated the 5,^ je^e-ceStre tions, is a great 8®“ 

with English Nature, Se Gov- wfll make up servation, becauro tte n^ 

enunenfswfldBfeconservahOT ^ would be doomed if th^wtp 

Rut the World Wide thetownsiup. ai™»« a« time oasses. the 


Photograph: Brian Harris 



with English Nature, the opv- ^ servation, becau^ iw 

enunenfswfldBfe conservation “^ offica which wui v ^„jd be doomed if th^wtp 

watchdog. But the Worl^de n^wts were left alone. As time passe^^ 

Fund for Nature regards the Hanson’s ptsfillwithwaterandsmaU^ 



SSTof«P.s;i 

mTLY POEM ~T 

Beach Roses 

^ Mark Doty 

What are they, the while ro^ 

when diey are abnos nodimg, 

a little datso" than the Jb& 

^uuiow<entr&l petab bluning, 

towards the ed^ into CMcrytWhg? 

This morning one Imken ckntd 

built an archipelagp, 

fintrtem gfeaming tslands 

hunying across a blank plain of sheen: 

nothirtgio^nextionodting 

- inire scattering l^anl^it, 
fleeting. 

And «om a heap of roses L 

beride the sea, white rugosa f*- 

beride the foaming hem of shore: 

Inave, 

waxm candles . . . 

'And we talk 

as ^ death were a line to be crossed. 

Look at them, the vduie roses. 

Tell me where they end. 

Mark Doty’s last collection of poetry,Mv Alexandria, won the 
1995 TS Eliot Prize and the Los Armies Times Book Award. 
He is the bri^itest ly« poet to emerge in the United States 
in recent years, and his graceful and apparent^ effortless use 
«f langtiage hasgthsheartararedassiQamandstninesB.“Bea(^ 
Roses” comes from his latest coUectioa,Adanti^ published this 
month ^ Jonathan Cape at £7 and highly recommended. 


SWIFTCALL 


We’ve introduced a deal which gives you a 1% discount off our 
variable mortg^e base rate for 3 years. 

And there’s even better news. 

If you find your circumstances alter sometime in the future, 
you’ll be able to change your mortgage or even pay all or part of it 
off, without incurring any penalty. 


It’s just one of a wide range of options that makes the Halifax 

the right place to make your move. 

For more details, call into your local branch or phone us free 

on 0800 10 U 10 for an information pack. 

The advantz^ of our new mortgage deal is that we’ll leave the 

door open for you. 
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0800 279 0800 
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Get a litde extra hdp. 

http:/ /www.ha]ifax.co.uk 

• ^ iw f £ii fwn un 


: C87g COWIEWKtRS OWittS fl !?». WWTOg «M AttI FCR yPHTCWg WWJCMOC gCEftTO twnwfftfPi mOItte BECnBD CWW /IFTER a 05 96. HKWtD COWiniCH TWM FUC6 

Wira lA BH soe* 1 lAJWW If TOMJWI^ ^ JJP 95* Of Tl£ PUBCMSE PI8CE M 

EqUOIEDgtKf AW|^ TO^ SUBJECT TO AWM^ WUWIOK. »«WW» B LWCB. MB WWH ft K »CL BE CHWCED 


LOMi^BEacuRui pN^^s^^s^^QosTwPKmiYHUCTHoaiiutBEiTOma AM A mortgage or other loan secured on it. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP rIgImED BYTHE pJrSOTAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY FOR LIFE ASSURANCE, PENSIONS AND UNIT TRUSTs" 

HAUFAX building society REPRESENTS ONLY THE HALIFAX FINANCIAL SERVICES MARKETIWb ukwu 



cperatcrs are standing by 24hn3 a day 7 day^ a w^k 
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Danger: there’s a risk of being consumed by it 


T he world's a scaiy place. Hardlv 
a day passes without another 

^^ected disaster sprawled across 

?n^-« I at an aiipon in 

Spam. Language students arc tiUed 

S'**®” to Paris explodes 

A ^ ^ mjured by an IRA bomb. 

jwh her children in peaceful Kent is 
beaten to death. OrdinSv Deoni^^H^lrf 

by danger and disaster. ^ 

These bolts from the blue are even 
mo^isturbing and disorienting when 
mvoh-ed. It seems u^afr 

murdered on her school exchange trip 
while sleeping in a room with other 

m her back garden could be stolen, 
abused, and killed in the middle of the 
night. 

^ deeply distressing, 
and we should be distressed by them. 
^ iJut most of us then go on to worry 

r toourthesamethingsbappenmetous. 

we right? Should we move around 
ID a state of subdued anxiety, a kind of 
alen fear against the risks that seem to 
crow’d in on us? The real risks, after all, 
are low: we have about as much chance 
of l^ing murdered within the week as 
we have of winning the lottery (ie, very 
little chance at aU). l^^ill^g is more 


dangerous than cycling, which is more 
dangerous than travelling by car, which 
is far more dang^ous than f^g. 

Ibrrible and distuibing thou^ the 
Dunblane trt^edy was, cib^lren are stOl 
safer in the classroom than in their 
home. And they are less at risk from 
strangers than parents. 

The number of child murders has 
hardly changed in 20 years. Between 
1983 and 19^, around 8S duldren were 
murdered each year; most of them 
infants killed at their parents’ hands. In 
the entire decade between 1983 and 
1993, only 57 children un^r 14 were 
murdered fay people they didn’t know. 
It is true that there is a much higher 
chance your child will be abducted 
today - but the kidnapper is like^ to 
be your estranged busb^d or wtfe. 

Such are the facts. our fears do 
not reflect them. Parents who cheer- 
fully trotted to school alone a genera- 
tion ago now escort their own children 
every inch of the way. In 1971, 80 per 
cent of seven- and ei^t-year-oldswere 
going to school alone; to^y fewer than 
10 per cent do. Meanwhile, those few 
parents who let their kids walk home 
alone are roundly condemned by neigh- 
bours whimng back in the (lethal) car. 

The easiest explanation of this gap 
between the facts and our fears is the 
media. When the details of the deaths 
of Jade Matthews, Sophie Hook and 
Caroline Dickinson are plastered 
across the from pages or shouted from 
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the television news, it is bard not to be 
alarmed. There aren’t many front- 
page headlines about how ordinary life 
is, and how many children arrived 
safely at school this morning. Nor are 
there many mentions in the national 
press about the countless children 
killed in road aixidents. 

But there’s a curious puzzle here. 
Newspapers devote pages and pages to 
the impatt and o^rmath of IRA 
bombs. Yet people still shop in Man- 
chester, still ride double-decker buses 
round London, and still (in our case) 
work in Docklands. Wc know more 
bombs may go oft, but we rarely think 


about it, and we certainly don’t change 
our lives because of ft. Lmdon parents 
don't plan to move to the country just 
to reduce the risk of their son or 
daughter being bombed. 

Mad cows are another good exam- 
ple. The Government admitted that 
there might be a link between mad 
cows and CTD back in March. The 
newspapers and television news bul- 
letins oozed with amdeiy, and gave the 
issue at least as much coverage as any 
child murder. For a short time we did 
stop eating beef. But now, oafy four 
months later, beef soles have bounced 
back up again. We know no more now 


than we did in March about the extent 
of the risks to our health, but it seems 
that most of us are ^epared to shrug 
our shoulders. 

The notice we take of the media 
when assessing the risls around us 
varies dramatically from one topic to 
another. With bombs and BSE, it 
appears that we would rather depend 
on our own e^^rience than be swayed 
by news reporting. The idea that the 
(fepartfnent store we are about to walk 
into could explode around ^ is almost 
inoiMiceivable. So is the notion that the 
tasty steak in front of us could turn our 
brains to jelfy. But where children are 
concerned, it seems we can imagine the 
dangers onl}’ too welL 

It could simpb^ be that we react more 
passionately to ai^ suggestion that 

our children are at nsk. Threats we per- 
ceive to ourselves as healthy adults 
from bombs or cows are far easier to 
deal with and rationalise than threats 
to our trusting young sons and daugh- 
ters. Present us with a scoiy about a bat- 
tered child and radonaliQr deserts us. 

Perhaps, too, we have become mcM 
sensitive generally to the potential 
dam^ to which chfldren are eiqiQsed 
every day. Quid abuse was never men- 
tioned 20 years ago, so people didn’t 
fear it Silence on &e sutqect, however, 
did not mean child abuse did not enst. 
Indeed, it was arguabfy more prevalent 
than it Is today. 

Ev’en so, the lurking stranger teni- 


gesus most. BuU-bars on jeeps, m^gn 
parents, other children at school; all 
these are benign compared with the 
unknown. Maybe it hel^ to remember, 
when the headlines are all turning 
bad, that motor cars kill more than 
madmen, and that bombs do ^ less 
damage ^an booze. 


A soupgon of 
sleaze in the soup 


D! 


kinner with the PM - £100,000; an 
.^^../evettiiig widli Ken Oarke or GHiian 
Shephard - around £10,000. Presum- 
ably other Tory MPs can be rented out, 
ux^ if the price is right On the face of 
it, there is nothing wrong with this kind 
of political fund-raising- until it starts 
to corrupt the relationSiip between the 
party and its donors. 

What favCTirs can businessmen expect 
for their cash? *^tertamment,” says 
one contact dinner organiser. What he 
means is, that's how you can describe the 
night out in the company accounts; as 
a description of a couple of boms with 
the PM it seems, at best, debatable. 
“Mtical intelligence, ” says another. 
That means the chance for some Major 
tiame-droppii^— to be able to boast to 
contacts of your proxiaiiiy to power. 

As it happens, there is a better 
description. The word is “sleaze”. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Public still at 
risk in the 
BSE saga 


Sir It took the Department of 
Health seven years (1985-92) to tell 
the 2000 or so families tiiat the 
human growth hormone (HGH) 
injections received by their 
children were contaminated by 
CJD (nrhe hidden hamst of 
deatb”, 20 July). 

The develpfmiem of CJD (and 
the other spongy-brain disea^) 
depends not on the dose of the 

vims, but also on the genotype - a 
rare one - of the indrvidaal and the 
probabiiiQf is tl^t most if not all of 
the hitherto unaffected *Ylctiim” of 
this disaster are genetically not 
susceptible to CJD. I therefore 
) su^ested in your columns 

(Letters, 19Augus 1993) and in a 
letter to the Chief Medkal Officer 
(CMO) that it would be a kindness 
to the suffering frunilies to offer to 
establish the graotype of each 
poientla] “victim'*. Buried in the 
circumlocution of the CMO’s 
dismissive answer to my letter is the 
inunortal phrase . . the situation 
is being kept under review . . .** 

Four years on the families are stiU 
waiting for such an offer. 

It was known to the neurolc^ical 
fratemily of the world tpr 1969 that 
CJD was an infection with this 
unique and sinister virus. Even if 
we wow aahole further year for 
this information to have percolated 
around the Medical Research 
CXmndl and the Department of 
Health it takes us la say, 1 July 
1971. Why then was Mr Justice 
Morlaod so ungenerous as to pick 
on 1 July 1977 as the deadline for 
possible litigation? 

Fa trida ^^ynn Davies 
emphasises that this HGH 
catastrophe has nothing to do with 
BSE. But there is one sinister 
coonectioo: n^gence fay the 
Mftiistiy of Healm in the HGH 
saga faag causcd membcis of the 
public to develop CJD and 
negligence of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
has put and is still putting members 
.^of the public at risk of dm^loping 
CJD in the BSE sa^ 

HC GRANT 
London NWS 



Abortion: the 
right to choose 

Sin Further to the article 
“Abortion; w^ we must think 
again" (18 July), 1 would like to 
object to Bryw Af^leyard’s rather 
low opinioo of human nature . 

Fre-nalal testing tends to take 
place lateon mpiegDazicy, bq'ond 
the weeks when abortions are 
usually performed. Asy foetus 
involved sthexeibze a wanted 

Maxiy choose to have a test 
for disorders such as Down'S 
Syndrome because thqr realise that, 
however much they want the diildi, 

the demands ofaseverefy 
hpfiHirapp ed persoo are greater 
than they are able to meet 

cannot eqnsle such a test 

wiffi testing for schBOphrema or 

heart dise^ of other treatable 
conditions. I find it high^' imlik^ 

.4thai, even if these tests were 
f available, many would choose to 

use them, and etjually unlikely that, 

if tiit^ were adnunistexed and tile 
resuJte were positive, abortion 
woold be the preferred qrtk^ 

tile ovexwhdiping majo^ 
the “j^ect” fao^ is not one with 
bload hair, blue eyes, a high IQ and 
■ ahetert>semldi^pQritioii,as 
Biyan Ajmleyaxd nnpiies;'but a 
to whom tfa^areable (ogive 
the care and attention it nee& 



Sdeatific research and 
development is of huge benefit to 
mankind. Let us not halt this 
development by our distrust of 
human abiliQr to make sensible 
decisions when given the advantage 
of greater knowied^. 

CLARE MURPHY 
Oxford 


Sr The bottom line with abortion 
is the right to have amtiol over 
your own body and not to be forced 
to give birth against yoor win. What 
is needed is true puMkjy-ftuided 
abortion on demand. 


In deploring the 98 pn cent of 
abortiois aiade for “social 


reasons", Bryan Appleyanl 
completely misses the poinL Many 
of these abortions are carried out 
because of the lack of finandal and 
emotional support available for 
those trying to care for babies, both 
handicapped and able-bocfied. If he 
wasserions about deoreaangthe 
number of “unnecessary” abortions 
hewouldbeb^erem^doyed ^ 
"ffmai g nm g forcredie facilities, 
^.Jimatenuty leave and the like, 
rather than heaping more 
emorional tonnent on those who 
alrea^ have to make an impossibfy 
difScult decision. 

SMDAVIDS 
Le^-enSfo, Essex 


Give London a 
world-class Tube 


Sfr: Hamisb McRae’s artide mi 
lediidng ^ndon’s draendoice o& 
thffTfaheksedncttve.pnt - 
gerons (“AH chaiige frn OCT 
urban w^ of travel”, 19 Jn^). • 

I agree titere wS be a revival 

ofv^iiig aodt^dlDg, and sowe 
do need to dange the w^*e use 


road ^ce to make that eaaer and 
s^r vaA more enjoyable. Ws also 
need a big inquovemeat in 
ctmditioas for travel l^bus. 
However, tiie dangn is that 
developments of this kind are used 
as an excuse to avoid making 


improving the Tube and rail 
systems that serve London. 

If London is to retain and 
enhance its position as a world- 
dass city for retidents, visitoisaBd 
bixgnesses alike, it must have a 
woiid-class transport ^stem. An 
essential element is a short-term 
increase in fanning for London 
Irai^xul to catch iq> on the 
backlog trf renewal needed to the 
exirting system. With thi% by eariy 
in the new mille nnium, there could 
be a reduction in public funding as 
operating profits increase. 

Finally, London's mternational 
conqtetitiveiiess depends greatly on 
its publfo services operati^ reliably 
and efficiently. Ws cannot afford to 
be on strika The Tube and postal 
services have a virtual 

monopoly in London, but London 
does not have a ffiODqx>b^ among 
world dties. Bu^ess will be lost if 
these disputes are not resolved now. 
IRVING YASS 
DireetorofSansport 
London First 
London SWl 


Sir: As ward coundflor for 
Qe^DweQ, I share Hamish 
McRae’s satisfaction that the inner 
efty popuZatioa dedme is being 
faaitM by warehouse or office 
oonveisions to “loft apartments”. 
EW this doesn’t oeoessarily mean 
“no need for a Tiibe: you can walk 


to work." One of the interesting 
phenomena of the fiituie may be 
reverse commuting, with pec^e 
pretering to live central^ b^use 
they enjoy the shomm^ and 
entertaminent faculties and dty 
buzz, but not tied to woridng 
there. 

He also predicts a muiti-centred 
region with strong “centres" on the 
fringe. If Croydon and 
Hammeismim become “new 
cultural mngnets as well as office 
centres", it is entirely conceivable 
that my constituent who lives in the 
shadow of Smithfield market will 
travel to Hammersmitii to the 
theatre. 

1 entirety accept that needless, 
polluting, eaergy^coflsuming and 
unpleasant travel ^uld be curbed, 
but I am wary of the Green 
argument that all travel is 
inherently bad. ’Dave! to expand 
lioiizoQS by seeing new thh^ and 
meeting new peo^ is a libmting 
thing to do. Peisonally, I love 
rocketing aloi^ in a Tube train. 

1 even dra’t inmd sometimes when 
it's opwded; it lemiods me Tin in a 
real dty. And, crndally, ft ke^ me 
out of a car. Hamish McRae risks 
givin| comfort to ^ road lobby by 
his^ectiOD of the “dorian 
ftivention”. 

SARAH LUDFORD 

London N7 


Bosnia needs 
long-term help 


Sir Surely most commentators 
accept that neither the widespread 
return of refugees to Bosnia nor 


significant economic r^neration 
in the country was a likelihood 
^ihin one year of the peace 
^led in Dayton last November? 
t^ile the international 
community may have subscribed 
to the rhetoric that a year was long 
enough to re-integrate the two 
entiti^ of Bosnia, few people on 
the ground ever believed this to be 
real^c (“Refugees can never go 
home, says UN”, 17 July; fetter, 19 
Jufy). 

CMam has worked in Boaua 
siflce 1993 and witnesses daS^ the 
misery that stems from “ethiw 
cleansing”. This, and oar experi- 
ence of over 50 years work 
throughout the world, has con- 
vinced us that an ethnically plural 
Bosnia remains the only genuine 
long-term solution for me region. 
For where have modem nation 
states defined by ethnic identity 
been viable? Tli^ teaod to rafy on 
forced mass migration, murder, or, 
at worst, gonoade for their est^ 
lishment, and the dnniinarinn of 
remaining minoxities to maintain 
them. 

For the international commu- 
nity to recognise that it must en- 
gage with Bosnia for longer than 
one year is a step forward. How- 
ever, losing sight of the vision of 
a dngle Bosnia mist sigetify sev- 
l.Sm pe 


eral steps back. The l.Sm people 


who have been displaced during 
the last four years nave a 


tio 


return to their homes should 
they so wish. The challei^ is 
how to create the conditions of 
ph^ical and economic security 
which will allow people a gen- 
uine opportunity to exerdse ibis 
righL 


Ibst letters to iMn to the Editor and mchide a dayiimetelepfmemm^. 

(Fax: 0171-293 2056; e-mask ktters@indepeBdenLco.uk) Letters may be edited for length and clurfrj'. 


lb date,imemationalpoliqr has 
been conducted with an eye on the 
US electoral timetable, or 
underpinned fay the desire to ^unt 
refuses from countries of a^lum 
back to Bosnia. Until the 
international eonununily starts 
behaving as if it has a long-term 
commitment to a single j^uralistic 
Bosnia, “ethnic deansing” will be 
endorsed and the people of Bosnia 
remain short-changed. 

DAVID BRYER 
Direeior 

Oafam UKAIrdend 
Oxford 


All writing must 
have narrative 


Sin You quote from BUI Buford's 
axtide in the New Yorker, in which 
he daims that “ft is possible that 
narrative is as important to writing 
as the human boify is to 
representational painting” 
(“Modern iiteraiy culture has lost 
me plot”, 18 July). Surely this is 
not comparing like with like? 

1 would argue that narrative is- 
to writing what composition is to 
painting- A painter may say that 
he is not interested in 
composition, just as a writer may 
say that he is not interested in 
narrative - but composition and 
narrative are still the 
fundameotal oimponent of each 
medium. As a profession of 
information, a piece of fiction can 
have a bad oarTative or a dull 
narrative - but it cannot have no 
narrative, any more than a 
painting on canva.s can ever have 
no composition. 

STEPHEN VOLK 
BradfordonAvon^ 

Wihdure 


Last chance for 
asylum seekers 


Sin Tbday peers have one last 
fth«ncf» to tirade whether it is right 
to remove all means of sub^tence 
firm a^huD seekers who flee 
repressive re^mes in fear of their 
lives and fr^dom to seek a safe 
haven in Britain. 

Gtizens* Advice Bureaux know 
that fear, Ignorance of pn>cedijres, 
natural anxiely and disorientation 
are among the many reasons wby 
genuine a^lum seekere may not 
ap];dy for refugee status as soon as 
theyseefbotin thiscountiy. CAB 
have ato seen at first hand the 
extent of the hardsh^ caused by the 
vriftidrsWal of benefits froma^lum 
sedrecsmFdbruai^ One LonA>n 
Q^ior instance, rqxuled the ca% 
of an Ira^ couple with two smaD 
cbUdreii. The man had been 
imprisoned in Iraq for political 
activity, but the family was refused 
aD ben^ts because th <7 sought 
a^um not at their port of entry, but 
later the same day at the Home 
Office dq^anment in Croydon. 

Th» had notbizig to live on until the 
CAB helped g^ them £55 a week in 
emergeiKy payments from the local 
authoriqrunder the Oiildrea Act, 

The new Lords' amendment 
simply provides the minunnm 
protection that is acc^^cable in a 
dvilised sodety. Should ft fafl, 
mai^ genuine asyhun seekers will 
be put at grave risk. It is to be 
hoped that once again peers wiD 
stand up for basic human rights in 
vriiat is essentially a test of our 
co m mon humaniQr as a nation. 
ANN ABRAHAM 
NadonalAssoeiation of Citizens' 
Advice Bureaux 
LondonNJ 


The defrocking 
of Frollo 


Sir. No one e:q>ects a film version 
of a famous novel to be true to its 
otijgiiis, mueb less do you ecqrect it 
from a Disney amiuatioti, bfift I 
have ootioed a very odd 
anachronism, occurring in the 
earlier film versions of 77ie 
Hunchback t^Notre Dame, and 
repeated in the Disney vecrion. 

In \1ctor fits^’sNotns Dane., Che 
wicked Qaude FboUo is a priest, the 
ardideacon of the CathedraL 'When 
the Lon Chaney and Charles 
Laughton film versions of the book 
were made there was, 1 believe, a srt 
of strange rules in operation, one of 
which was that religious personages 
must not be Aown in a bad li^L 
For this reason Frollo became a 
judge, which malms cozBiidem 
nonsense of the story, ance in 
medieval times a layman would have 
no authority in the CafoedraL 

A film made in 1957 with Tony 
Quinn gave Claude HtdUo his 
correct profterion, and a^ kept 
the novel's tra^ ending, whidi the 
otiier films avoid. Strange that the 
animated version has followed the 
1923 and 1939 film versions, rather 
than the 1957 one - or the boolL 
ELSIE KARBACZ 
Colchester, Essex 


Rules of the road 


Sin ( was intrigued by the view of 
Richard Mann legardiiig Tuscan 
lading habits Qxtters, 18 Ji^). In 
my experience, Italian motorists 
have a rimliar talent for weaving 
around one another “with barel^a 


€ 


cross word or an angiy gl^ce’ 
be quite as willing to ngoice at four- 
wheeled road users “going about 
their business” with the same 
relaxed indifference lo traffic rules? 
DAVID WO.LIA.MS 
London N8 
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Romancing the past 

Sixty years ago, thousands of men and women went to fight in the Spanish Gvil War. 

Are there any ideals fcr which we would take up arms todsy? ^y Paul Vallely 


William Ke^an. 2S, unem- 
ployed miner, a Communist, 
pei^aded hundreds of people 
in his village of Baillicsion out- 
side Glasgow 10 pari with their 
co-op div^ for the sufferii^ 
workers m Spain. Kilied in 
acdon at Bninete, Madrid. 
Feli^ Browne, 32. pmater 
and sculptor, graduate of the 
Slade, first English person to 
fire a riOc at the fascist troops 
led by General Franco. Killed 
23 da>'s later re-sculng a fellow 
fighter wiinded on patrol 
John Longstaff. 17. marched 
from Stockton to London at the 
age of IS to demand a job in 
1934. One of the youngest Brit- 
ons to volunteer to fight in 
^ulo. 

mtence Edney, nurse, from 
a staunchly lory family, began 
to think seriously about poverh' 
as a result of church discussion 
groups. Flew to Spain where 
she trained nurses tending liic 
troops maimed by Franco's 
forces. 

Henry Burke, 26. actor with 
the Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany and the left's Unity 
Theatre. One of the first to vol- 
unteer. Left for Spain the day 
after the hsloric Coble Street 
hatile with Mosley's British fas- 
cist;;. the Blackshirts. Died at 
ihc Cordoba Front in 1937. 


boy years ago next 
month the first v'olun- 


c 

teers left Britain to 
V ^ fight the fascist upris- 

ing against the demo- 
cniucally ulccled Spanish gov- 
ernment. They joined 40.000 
other anti-fascists from 50 
cxHinlrics in forming the Inter- 
oaiionaJ Brigade to atmbal the 
trc*ops of General Franco who 
had rebelled against a reform- 
ing gos'cmmenl which had 
begun to work on behalf of the 
poor. Some 2.400 left British 
shores, amon^ them individuals 
from Australia, Cyprus. Hong 
Kong and Ireland. A large pro- 
poruoo - 526 men and women 
- never returned. 

it was ao extraordinary deiih 
onstraltoD of idealistic com- 
milmeni perhaps unparalleled 
in 20lh>centuiy histoxy. Th^ 
were intellectuals and poets 
shocked by the burning of ^ks 
bt' the Nazis. They were ordi- 
nary working people commined 
through the socialist ideology of 
the labour movement to a 
notion of inlemational solidar- 
i^. They were unemployed vet- 
erans of hunger marches, bit- 
terly and deeply critical of the 
society that bad maiginalised 
Ihem. They were Christians 
Outraged the unprecedented 
destruction by aerial bombard- 
ment of a cmlian target, the 




Myth and 
a scene from Ken 
Loach's Spanish 

Civil War film 
land and 

freedom' (mahi 
picture);!^ 
BriSab membeis 
ofthe 

International 
Brigade bound for 
the front 

(photo^aph tom 
‘Memtxials of the 
Spanish Civil War’, 
AlanSutton 
PuUtshir^ 
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town of Guernica. They were 
members of the Laboor Rarty 
angered by the Britisb govern- 
ment's policy of obstnicting 
arms sales to one side. The odd 
few were adventurers who did- 
n't get further than J^ris on the 
free tickets provided. It w-as, as 
the poet Louis MacNeice put it, 
“a rag anny”. 

But could It ever happen 
again? Whal, if anything, wtaild 
promote members of our r^i- 
cai and selfish society to 
respond today in such a vsey^ 

Certainly it is hard to predict 
contemporaiy Britain might 
find resonance in the ideal^c 
language of the time. “No 
Spanish orphan dies who is not 
mine." was one of the slogans 
of the volunteers, “quiet men of 
peace, roused to war" who 
referred to themselves as “the 
coRsdence of Europe". They 
went knowing the odds, quot- 
ing the words of an earlier ide- 
alutic gallowglass. Lord Byron; 


“They never &il, who die in a 
good cause." “The thsdsf bul- 
let that gets me won't km a 
Spanish worker,” said one. 
Tommy Patten, as he left Co 
Mayo. In their ears rang the 
words of the fiery Communist 
orator. Dolores Ibamui La 
Parionaria: “li is better to die 
on your feet than liw on your 
knees." On their lij^ was the 
rallying call of their Spanish 
companeros "INo Pasa^l” - 
th^ shall not pass. 

Could it happen ^am? *nis- 
tozy dcN^'t rqxeat itself," says 
Bill Alexander, one of those 
who did return, now aged 86. 
“The character of modem war- 
fere has changed. Then it was 
largely men with rifles and 
machine guns; today it's a small 
number of highly- trained peo- 
ple handling extremely com- 
plicated weapons." Moreover, 
be admits, “if you live in a soci- 
ety where self-interest is always 
put first, as it has been in recent 


Is your shoe 
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tell you something? 
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years, that is bound to have had 
an effect on young people." 

I t is a ^dew echoed by Paul 
Presioo. professor of mod- 
em history at Uie London 
School of Eccmomics and 
author of The Spanish CivU War 
1936-39. ‘The intematiooal con- 
text is different What was baph 
peuiag hi .Spam had masrive 
inteniaHonal repercussioos." 
Fascism was a European wide- 
movement So was the front to 
oppose it “It’s difficult to imag- 
ine anything that could tod^ 
excite the imaginatioa or pro- 
voke the fears it did. Moreover, 
the welfere state has under- 
mined the power of the idea of 
solidaii^ in people's lives. In the 
1930s solidari^ was survival. 
'Die idea that 'in unity is 
strength’ doesn't wash mud in 
the 1 99Qs afier the revolution of 
in^dualism." 

The shift which turned peo- 
ple from citizens into con- 
sumers began some time ago. 
Bill Alexander and his col- 
leagues discussed the idea of a 
new Internadonal Brig^ dur- 
ing the Vietnam war but already 
its time was past: and, in any 
case, “because of the climate 
and conditions Europeans 
would have been more of a hin- 
drance than a help". 

But otheis dis^ree. The film- 
maker Ken Load, whose Land 
andfh'cdom is a moving story of 
b«t>ism and betrayal set in the 
Spanish Clvfl Whr, sees the same 
impulse at work in (he thousands 
of volunteers who went out to 
pidc coffee in Nicaragua in the 
19805. “Thc^ went out of a sim- 


Qar sense of outrage,” he s^ 
“because the United States was 
comcnittiQg the most .app alling 
atrocities l 9 pra^ against a v^ 
poor, veiy small country which 
was doing no more than hying, 
in the best interesis of its people, 
to lift itself out of the me^ a dic- 
tator had left it in." 

E^ddng coffee hardly com- 
pares with trench warf^ But 
Loach is unhappy wdtb sugges- 
tions that the by members 

of Nicaraguan solidariiy groups 
were little more than Cub 
holidays for lefiies. “They 
weren't asked to bear arms - 
Nicaragua bad an army and it 
was filing a guerrula war 
which did not a^d laiw num- 
beis of people as at the ^nts in 
Spain,” he argues. “Butmanyof 
those who went to Nicaragua 
stayed in villages in the war zone 
and let it be known they were 
tiiete. So if the Contras atiadmd 
thOT risked killmg a foreign dt- 
izen. That was moedibly tmve." 

Tb those, like Prestdent 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe, who once 
suggested European Marxists 
woddng in his coun^ should go 
home and start their revolution 
there, Loach responds: “The 
true revohitionaiy is an interna- 
tionalist because revolution is 
indivisible. If it's not immediately 
on the cards in your own coun- 
try you go wherever you can and 
do what you can." 

But revolution is out of 
vogue nowadays. (Loach knows 
that only too well when he pro- 
posed a film about an industrial 
d^ute to Channel 4 recently 
he was rebuffed with “strikes 
aren't sew any more".) Where 


there is dissent it is unlikely to 
be focused on structures, par- 
ties and factions as it was in the 
Thirties. Today the nearest we 
come to that is a loose coalition 
of sio^e-issue groups coming 
to^t^rte'cr roads protests or 
ammal rights. 

live in a mudi more frag- 
ment^ world," says Helen Gra- 
ham, a historian at Royal Hol- 
IbwtQr College, au^or of 
SodaUsm and War. ‘The post- 
industriaL post-modem world 
needs no large cohesive la^bqur 
strutsures because all the other 
old monolithic struenires have 
gone too. There is once more an 
underclass but it is much more 
maii^alised and its members 
are much more isolated. In 
Spain the rights and wrongs 
couldn't have been dearer; ft was 
fatriyemotimiaOy simple even if 
it was inteUectually complex. 
*rherewere many fronts in Thir- 
ties Buope but only one war - 
afflinst attempts b>' dominant 
elites to put the clodc back and 
d^nfraiiduse ordinary people." 

The darhy of that was evi- 
dent enough in the Thirtfes to 
another Scottish zniner. Claries 
Goodfellow, who had served in 
the trenches of the First World 
Whr before going to Spain: 
“TTie years in the lost war were 
nothing to this." he said, “but 
I know I am on the right side 
this time." But in contemporary 
histoiy it is (here only for the 
specialist. The former Labour 
leader and International Brig- 
ade supporter Michael Foot 
sees it today in (he former 
Yugoslavia. “Attacks on Croa- 
tia and Bosnia bear a close 


resemblance,” he insists, astfid 
the “non-intervention” poliq^ 
which was once a^in a cloak 
for refiidng to allow one side to 
am itself. “The formation of 
organisations in Britain like 
the Bosnian Defence Commit- 
tee paralleled that of the Aid to 
Spam movement." 

But few British volunteers 
were evident in Bosnia, only the 
odd meicen^. There was a 
dassic simplicity about Spain. A 
democraticxtily elected govern- 
ment was overthrown by the 
aony. The battle lines were 
clear. On one side stood the 
poor and against them were 
ranged fasc^m, big busintes, 
the landowners and the church. 
Bosnia, vritb its long history of 
internecine feudii^ is ^to- 
gether more complex. 

“You can’t say that because 
we diefo't go to fi^t in Bosnia 
we are a cynicaL m^irited and 
demoraliMd soriety." says 
Loach. “It's not as simple as 
that. There's no doubting that 
workiag people have become 
demoralised. Defeat breeds 
defeat Bui people who have 
been clobbered don't neces- 
sarily ^e up, they recoup in 
different ways. There is a p^- 
doK there is a sense of demor- 
alisation but when the chips are 
down people will still say 'No 
More'. Recently ^000 young 
people met in B^lin to support 
the {rebel Mexican] Tapaewtag 
in Chiapas. That kmd of thing 
gets no coverage in the press; 
it s always a counter-culture, 
but there's ootiung to suggest 
that people aren't still out- 
raged by mjustice.” 

A nd yet someth^ has 
changed. The historian 
AH Halsey, tht nlring of 
(he Thirties, recalls a vivid con- 
temporary sense of “the 
InevitabTe march of history 
towards the dre^". Yet there 
were two dreams. Communists 
saw the dictaior^p of the pro- 
letariat a& an inevitability. But 
fascists (hou^l the same thing 
too about their thousand-year 
reichs. The dynamic of (hose two 
competing certainties produced 
a climate today where the world 
has proclaimed the end of Ids- 
loiy and sees capitalism as the 
onfy' inevitability. 

There are those, like Loach. 


who resist this. “That's the 
false consciousness we get all 
the time," be says Impatiently. 
“It’s what they want us to 
believe: that this is the 
inevitable state of tiling. But 
it's blatantly untrue. This sense 
of inevitability is entirely 
manipulated. A lot of people 
are working very hard to pre- 
serve ^obal ihequali^. It* s not 
inevitable; a lot of prople are 
getting up very early every d^ 
to mate it happen.” 

Michael Foot also cautions 
against fatalism- “I don’t think 
mternational solidarity has dis- 
appeaxod altogether,” he says, 
“there are a lot of people on 
. the left who believe that the 
claims of international soli- 
darity are still as great as they 
ever were." Not many, per- 
haps. but then there were not, 
relatively speaking that many 
who went to fight in Spain. “A 
tot ot people ihou^t that 
those who went and fought in 
Spain were a strange bunch." 
Foot recalls. Hfetoty has trans- 
formed them from that into . 
heroic figures > a processf,]^ 
Loach warns against. Such 
myth-making only serves to 
d^mpower ordinary people in 
the pziesenL “Part of the trick 
[by those who control the 
levers of power]," he says, “is 
to romanticise the past so that 
the present can't compete”. 

There was certainly no thing 
romantic about the joum^ to 
Spain as BiU Alexander remem- 
b^ iL “"We didn't see it as help- 
ing someone else with th^ 
war. It was our war," he insists. 
Internationalism and solidarity 
were not empty rhetorical 
devices. The Germans and Ital- 
ians in the Inleroational Brig- 
ade were exiles from fascism m 
their home countries. “In 
Britain we'd seen Mosley hop- 
ing to follow is the same path 
as Hitl^ an d Mussolini, all of ' 
which deepened our concern 
and anger. Tke decision to vol- 
unteer didn't arise ow^rnigbL It 
was a process. As the poet C 
Day Lewis put it at the time; 
‘We went because our open 
eyes could see no other way.' I 
think that if young people today 
felt called to play their part ou 
the side of humanity they 
would." It would seem eburb'sh 
lo contradict him. 

i'h 


Road rage: it’s a virus and it’s incurable 


R oland Bumper is pro- 
fessor of automobile 
behaviour studies at 
Milton Keynes University. To 

E ui it another way, he doesn’t 
now much about cars, but he 
knows a lot about motorists. 
To put it another way, when- 
ever the media need an e^rt 
on road rage or traffic acci- 
dents, Roland Bumper is at 
the other end of a mobile 
phone. But recently he ha.s 
been rather bu$y on research 
ofhjsown.... 

That's right" he told us 
down the line. “I have been 
doing some fairiy painstaking 
research into the causes of 
road rage. Of course. I would 
much rather be out and about 
beii^ interviewed about road 
rage in TV studios, but inter- 
est seems to have died down 
temporarily, so I have been 
Rising ^ enforced idleness to 
get on with some woik. And 
its been worth it because I 
tiiink I hav'e now located the 
road rage virus." 

Heavens above. Is road rage 
caused by a virus? 

. T believe so. It is perhaps 
better named mod motorist‘.s 
disease. In ai^ case, wc all 


know ft is irrational and 
unprofitable, so you can't seek 
a logical cause except in sci- 
entific terms. And I believe wc 
have now isolated the road 
rage virus." 

Docs that mean it is curable? 

“Sadly, no. Wc think that 
the virus is passed on geneti- 
cally, for a Stan,"' 

bocs that mean i( is 

hereditary? 

“Yes. but we don't use (hat 
(crm any more. 'Passed on 
genetically' sounds much more 
up to date than 'heredita^'. 
But worse than thuL w*e think 
the road rage virus, or RRV 
has started to develop tmoiu- 
ni^ 10 all drugs," 

But how can it build up 
resistance to drugs when it 
hasn't been subjected to any? 

“Well, don't forget that any 
drugs that go into the body, for 
whatever purposes, do uei on 
viruses whose existence wc 
don't even know about." 

So dru^ we take to cure 
one condition may have an 
effect on another omdilion? 

“Surely. 1 ^vc made a stuefy 
of several athletes who have 
been taking drugs over the 
years, and they may not be any 



Miles KingUm 

better athletes, hut they sure 
are proof against infiuenza - 
but that'sanother story. What 
I want to say in this connection 
is that wc now think the road 
rage virtfs or RRV has been 
mutating into different forma." 

Oh my guodnc&s me. You 
mean, producing new kinds of 
bad-tempered tehaviour? 

“Yes, indeed. We have so 
far identified nearly a dozen 
sepuralc forms of rage which 
have evolved from road rage. 
There is (aac lunacy, football 
fury, phone fren^, aiiport 
apathy, cashier crisis, headline 
h^'stcria....'' 

Hold on. hold on there a 
moment. Let's look at one or 
two of those. What'.s headline 
hysteria? 


“Headline hysteria is a con- 
dition we have identified 
which involves sudden rage 
sparked off by a news item on 
TV or radio, or even in the 
paper. It doesn’t have to be 
good news or had news, just OD 
a certain topic. Michael th 
Howard triggers it ott So does 
Northern Ireland. So does 
Princess Diana. So does sport, 
though mostly this affects 
women, not men." 

Cashier crisis? Is that some- 
thing that happens in banks? 

“Someiimes. though not 
uivariably. A typical occur- 
rence of cashier crisis comes 
when a position in bank or 
post office closes just as your 
place in the queue is getting 
nearer. Or when a cashier in 
a supermarket finds one item 
in your basket unpriced and 
a bell to send forasuper- 
visor who never comes, and 
then she starts waving the 
detergent or whatever it is at 
the next-door cash till and 
shouting, 'Sheila, how mudi is 
the Worldcare Washing Up 
Liquid this week?' and you 
start seeing red,..." 

Hmm. Airport apatiiv’? 

“'Imercstingone, this.'' Have 


you noticed that when people 
are waiting in an airport 
departure lounge for a delved 
flight, or just sitting in an 
aeroplane awaiting take-off 
clearance, they very seldom 
rage, henvever aiuioved 
th^are^ 

WeQ, isn't that because they 
know that rage will get them 
nowhere?. 

“Oh, no, iogie hag nothing 
to do with iL If logic was 
involved, nobody would get 
earned at all. But in an air- ' 
port we reckon it is a potent 
mix of rage and fear whkA 
produces this sullen apathy. 
Fear of flying, fear of acd- 
dents, fear thm the pQot niay 
crash the plane on purpose rf 
you get cross with him " 

Hmm. And what about 
I)hoae fren^ ' 

"Oh, for heaven's sake 
work it out for yourself!" 
comes the furious answer. 
“J’vo got better things to do 
than feed information to luy 
journalists who can’t be both' 
ered to do their own home- 
work! Go and bo&er some- 
one else! Goodl^e!" 

And the phone is 'ang^ 
slammed downl 
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IVe seen the other side: and it stinks 


publicabon of ‘Pnmaiy Colours’, a 

Clintons and their presidential election 
campai^i, caused a publishing 
sensation in the United States, it has 

^ because it 

elegantly written, but 
parity because it was anonymous* 

^ryone wan^ to know who wrote it 
Joe raein, a Newsweek' columnist 
was fin^red several times as the 

author, but his denials were believed. 
Finally, last week, he was trapped by a 
W^hingXon Post' handwriting expert 
and admitted he was the author. 

(n today's ‘Newsweek’ he writes 
ruefully for the first time about how 
_ and why he found himself in a hole, 
f and kept digging. And explains how 
his own eyes have been opened by 
the experience ... 


H ea'swhai ! ilniuijhi 
iva«;gjntitju» happen 
Iasi Januar>‘: firi- 
/Muy OR 

mous would he a 

rmxlcsl success, a (((iilation 
for Beltway sorts aiul :i few 
stray poliiieal junkies, but 
mi deal i>ut in (he test of 

the coimtry. where real 
people Icail actu.(i IKes. 

I figured I would he a 
likely suspect and would have to denv nuilutiship I 
figured no one would believe me.' FricntK eol- 
leagutfs and wxiuld »ty, “Awww. c mon ioe. it‘s 
you. No queslion. Oon‘1 hang niMiUles on our ears.** 
And with that H would be over; Rivsterv solved. TTie 
First FamUy probably wouldn't he happy ithom the 
book, but they're not often thrilled be whai 1 write - 
and the ptHtrait of J.'tck and Susan l^nion (Klein’s 
riuiional Clintons] seemed buluneed to me. 

But something different happened. My friends 
believed aiy initial fibs. I found chu: falrlv unsettling, 
and u little fri^tening: what was I in fur nuw? And 
then a lot of things began to happen quickly. The 
Nwk began iti fly out tif the stores. U beeamc a Very 
liig Deal. And attention shifted to other suv 
pccis. Henry KLsanger was meniionvd. “Ine btxdc was 
No 1, and (here was a movie dual ... and none of ji 
was quite real, because 1 wasn't really expcricnch^ 
it. J was ou( anvring (he Republican cainpui^ 
my little while lies all aton^ speculating with friends 


.'iboul who might have done it. feeling uneasy. 

A week before the Now Hampshire primaiy, the 
rool eavetl in. Ncn' Magiane hired a professor 
Irom Vassar College. New York, with a compter pro- 
gram to analyse the styles of the various su^wcis. It 
was a prem’ good But neither the profes- 
sor nor the called to ask my reaciicm until 

link'd already issued a press release. The things sokl 
about me in the release, and the uccompanying ani- 
cle. urere iD.<uiliiDg. inaccuraie and ridiculous. I was 
pretty angry about it, but rcatfy' to fold. 'Then I began 
receive ^>ng signals that Random House thought 
the author should remain anonymous. I bad made a 
deal on that basis. 

1 also, by this time, truly wanted to remain anony- 
mous. If I came forward'now, aw whole life would 
be dkrereni - the celebrity, the impact on my family', 
the fact that I'd not just he a N'eu'SK^viL* cnlumnisi any 
more. l*d be that ‘’.Anttnyinous'* guy. As James 
Ciit^e iuLssaid, “When you become famous, being 
famous becomes your profession." I didn't want ihau 
Oh. by the wa>', all this was talcing place in the 
course of two hours, i felt trappi^ stunned. 1 must 
have changed my mind a dozen timiSk. But I eventu- 
ally came out in favour of keeping my commitment 
to the puMisher and my hook. 

The witrsi consequences stem from my adamant 
denials of authorship i i thought nothing less than 
adamant was going to .suflkel. Iw'o were espedaily 
hard: on camera to my other empkwer. CBS (and 
worse, privately, to my friend Dan Rather) - and to 
Dav^ Drahlc of Washington Atsr. who asked 


if I'd Slake my journalistic crcdibfli^' on ii. 1 .should 
netvr hav'e said yies. I didn't think my joumalisiic cred- 
ibility was ai stoke; my commitment asa povejisi was. 
I should have said something clever ' dK'erting. 

The last few nxmihs have been pretty avtful. but, 
given the honk's success, it would be fatuous to com- 
plain. Still, I was almost relieved when the aashinfs- 
iofi Post found an early manuscript with my hond- 
writine on tu 

The relief was flcciug. 'The ensuing maelstrom was 
unbelievable. Not only the zoc^igu^ press confer- 
ence ' that was to be expected. But also the endl^ 
chattering and Entering and pontificating on the air 
about witat I did. 

I couldn't deep. 1 couldn't eat. 1 kept drinking 
water, but fell dehydrated. It was, 1 realised, a pretty 
typical campaign dav for BUI Clinton or Bob Dole. 

* Could 1 ha\’C handled this roind-boggliag situation 
belter? Sure. Fvesaid some tlungs ITI prob^ly always 
rcgrci. 

I've also leami this: what il*s like to live as a politi- 
cian. 1 did it for a few htwrs after Ibe New yhrk Mag- 
aeint story appeared. I did it for a few da^ last w^k. 
And it isi'mpos^le. It is in^iossiblc to think strmght. 
It is s'Ciy e^' lu screw up, nod it is umelenting. But 
they do it every d^, and that is no way for a cKolised 
natiOD to choose it's leaders. Of cour», this was one 
of the themes oUPnmary' Cohuis - but I was just imag- 
ining wfsiat ii was like bn the other side of (he press 
utmference. Now that I've lived ii. I hope I’U show a 
liRie more mercy for the brave, frail fools and 
heroes who Ih'e our public lives. 1 hope you will, too. 


Mourners 

at the grave 
of trade 
unionism 


Universal ri^ts hold the key to worisers’ 
protection, not outdated union wrangling 


Y esterday was trade-unionism’s 
grand tentage day. It was the 
yeariy held to commemo- 
rate (he martyrs of Tb^uddle - the 
Dorset village from whjcb sx farm- 
workers were transported in 1834 for 
the sin of forming a union to protect 
themseh«s agsinsi rapacious fiinners. 
So the brass bands mmehed in their 
honour, brotherly banners proudly 
uofiiried. 

But how mai^ hearts' cockles does 
all that stuff warm these days? Not 
many. Most of Britain’s you^ have no 
eqjeriencc of trade unions. The whizz- 
Id^ of new industries or the Have-A- 
Nice-Day workers of the service sec- 
tor do not even know what a sfa<^ 
steward is. We who are older, how- 
ever, remember, and the memory is 
not food. A blend of T^ pre^ga^ 
and union realty conjor^ up a dis- 
contented winter when bodies went 
unbutied while the rest of us were 
buried under mouldering black sacks 
of uoooUocted rubbish. 

hfy own personal brushes with trade 
unionism left a sour taste. The 
National Uoiou of Journalists, its 
commi tment to ^edom and civil lib- 
erty demonstrated by seodiog a letter 
of support to ColonelGaddafi, once 
arraigned me. ’The charge sheet read: 
^e continued to handle her hus- 
band's copy after he crossed some 
pidst lines. Since I WOTked in a doKd 
shop newspaper, I stood to lose my job 
if the union ihr^ me out. In the end 
they .fined me £1,000 and on appeal 
reduced it to a repcimand. 

But in tbe 10 years rince, bow have 
the mi^ty unions been brought low. 
Union membeisfaip has plummeted. 










POLIY TOYNBEE 


Those automatic seats for union lead- 
ers on quangos have gpne. In my own 
woiiq)lace, like so maxiy othe^ the 
mans^ment refuses to recognise the 
union at all. Does that m^ me 
pleased? No. We have exchanged one 
granny for another. I, along with 
most others, according to opinion 
polls, Jeel deqNy uneasy about our sta- 
tus as the country vndi the fewest 
ei^oymenl r^ts in Europe. 

Private, union leaden aim dem^ 
with apocalyptic talk of terminal cri- 
sis. Tbe Labour Party may have recov- 
ered its political fonunes, but there 
has been no parallel renaissance of 
trade uoiooism. On tbe cootrazy, they 
remain frozen out in the cold. 

So where now? For iny Iblpuddle 
anmversanr I visited Jack Dromey, 
Nadonal ^cretaiy of the Transport 
and General Workers' Union. In his 
office, visitors are offered earl grey - 
new trade unioiiism. new tea. U any- 
one can speak for the unions’ future 
role it must be him (he is married to 
Harriet Hannan, from bench health 
shadow). He is the behnsm^ of nmoa 
modernisation, a lonely post almost 
alone out there with his souwester 
turned into tbe storm-forces of 
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entrenched reaction. He, ttaerefrav, is 
able to decode Blair's ^culated ^te- 
ment of support for London Under- 
ground's blundering managetneuL 

It was a warning shot - to the 
unions. Pay freezes in the public sec- 
tor have created a volcano of demand 
which meg erupt on the morrow of a 
Laiiour victory. So Blair. Brown and 
others are making it very dear that the 
first union to try their nerve can 
expect a blo(^ nose. No tmiou tanks 
on Blair’s prime ministerial lawn. 

So, can the unions renew them- 
selves? Dromey's assesRxient is widi- 
ering. '^^iring old barons predomi- 
nate, fighdi^ ooe another over the 
bones of dwindling membership, dog 
chewing on dog - the chaotic leadi- 
ets' unions being the paradigm case. 

Everything is against renewal; the 
decline of unions' power base is be^ 
industry, the rise of service industries 
wi^h are notorious^ hard to organ- 
ise, the spirit of indMdua^sm and li^ 
of old ideological certainties. .Tbe 
Thaldier reforms have left tbe unions 
criji^led, (although those who CFsrel 
OD London Underground or use die 
Royal Mail have felt a sharpish kidt 
from their calUpers). 


Dromey, however, has faith. 
He has a vision, optimistic maybe, but 
not unpersuasive. It is of unions as 
*Tbe Bna and effective Srimid of the 
dtizesat work". Not bad. Avery large 
number of downsized, insecure, bul- 
lied. over-worked and intimidated 
employees, both tbe high and low paid, 
are in seed of ooe of those friends. 

■ But can unions as we know them 
change eoough - and in time? Yes - 
progressive trade umonists of the Jack 
Dromey stamp could sdll influence tbe 
culture of management-worker rela- 
tions. His formula sounds impres- 
sively realistic and moderate. *'We 
have to say to our members that they 
are not going to achieve (heir dreams 
of higher pay and status except with 
more productivity and ending absurd 
demarcatioDS.'’ 

He dtes some good examples: at 
I^Hd a new deal 'included training 
courses hi every and any subject for 
Ibe whole workforce; to improve their 
s kiTlis to Upgrade themselves forpro- 
mclioo or simply for personal fulfill- 
ment. Seventy per cent of the work- 
force at Dage^am stay after shift 
DOW and attend courses. Staff 
turnover has dropped sharply. And a 


newlocal government deal is about to 
be struck for 1 .5 millioa workers, tear- 
ing down an tbe old demarcations, 
offering sew fleribili^ to both 
employers and workers in exchange 
for vocational and self-development 
courses to leipeople escape dead-end 
ghetto jobs. 'The idea is to pursue the 
ioog-tenn interests of cmplc^ees, not 
just a year-on-year pay deal. 

Those are examples of what for- 
ward-looking trade unionism can 
achieve - but only in tbe few tradi- 
tional unionised workplaces. What of 
tbe great nou-imioitised majority? 
Tbe oofy hope of better enqjlqyment 
protection comes not from trade 
onions at all but from new umveisal 
rights for employees. A fairer balance 
of power in most wor kj^aces depends 
less on Jack Dromey or his unions - 
bewever progressive -- but oio L^iour’s 
promises on tbe European social 
ch wter and a minimum wage. 

'Ine oafy chajice for trade unionism 
is forworl^ to see tbe newbriefirase- 
canyiqg breed of Dromeys as a pro- 
fessioom finenck financial adviser, car- 
rier of a portfolio of opportunities and 
advice services- a for cry friCT the fac- 
tory gate soapboxes of yesteryear. 


Tolpuddle, Dnse4: 
tbe annual rally to 
comnieniorate the 
she ‘martyrs’ of 1834. 
But does INs have 
ar^y relevance todaty? 
Pboto^aph: 

Edward Webb 


Chopsticks 
are out 
against the 
Big Mac 

Paul Vallely on 
Chinese efforts to 
curb obesity 

I t was the origmal fosl food - in 
Dima at any rate - but the tradi- 
tional stir-fry is ^ving way to some- 
thing altogether less healthy. The 
worid’s most populous nation is start- 
ing to grow fot on a diet of ctecsc- 
burgeif and dou^uis. Government 
ofSd^ in Peking are not amused. 

rhinese authorities at tbe weekend 
launched a campai^ to gel their peo- 
ple to revert to Ctunese food when in 
seareh of a Ql. An increase in lev- 

els of obesity -as much as lOpCTCcnl 
of the pcroulation of Shan^ai is now 
overweight - has led Communist Par^ 
offidals to pledge that comparable 
standards of ^e^ and bygicne would 
be introduced into inchgenous catering 
outlets in an attempt to figbt off (he 
foieign invader. 

Hi^uisc they are. Consumer goods 
are (he vunguard of the forces of cap- 
italism. I^t food outlets are its shock 
troops. And it is the burger which is the 
stand^-bearer of Wsstem economic 
hegemoi^. 

McDonald’s bore the colours 
through the collapsing Berlin Wall 
E^y Western tourists into Budapest 
cqrorted that already queu» were a 
quarter of a mile long outside 
Mci^mald's there (and at Adidas, 
too). And even before a collapsmg 
Soviel Union withdrew the subridy 
from the Cuban ecoaoiay 1 met young 
malcontents in Havana who swore 
that they would liappily give up Ihetr 
nonpareO of a healm and education 
system in return for tbe consumerist 
nirvana of the Sony Walkman, 
MidiaeJ Jackson T-shirt and an end- 
less supply of quarterpounders. 

Now already it seems in the case of 
China the new markets are succumb- 
ing to our old diseases. Good revohj- 
tionaiy ailmente like stomach cancer 
they fear could be ou^ed by tbe coro- 
naries of economic imperialism. 
(Thanks to their diel almost 40 per cent 
of Americans are now obese; il was 
only 2S per cent in 1981 - extrapolat- 
ing from which scientists say iiw be 
75 ^ cent by 2050 and, one epi- 
demiological wag predicts, fay 22.VI 
every American wfli be obe^) 
MeaznriiQe, the inexorable conquest 
of the world ty tbe Big Mac continues. 
Last week McDonald's Corp reported 
an n per cent rise in earnings and said 
it expects to post recxnd results this 
year. It earned $420.4m from its 19JX10 
restaurants worldwide and another 
2,500 outlets are to open this year » a 
new one ev^ three hours. 

No one. il must seem to tbe Peking 
auihcurities, is immune from the virus. 
Yesterday news came ttet even their 
brawniest and best have submitted. 
Qtinese women gymnasts are twpass- 
ing the salad barm tbe Olympic Vil- 
la^ dining tent and heading for the 
^^en arches at tbe back and loading 
im with french fries and harobu^rs. 
MdJonaJd's, it transpires, is an omcial 
roonsoT of tbe Games. No wonder the 
(mopsticks are out back home. 


Her fourth 
birthday may 
well be her last, 
but she isn’t ill 


Why I am ashamed to be British 

Over several recent issues this country has shown itself to be cowardly, ignorant and duplicitous 


I have recently begun to feel 
ashamed of ag country. 1 cannot 
recall oqueriencing such an emo- 
tion before. For most people, I 
assume, that is apret^ rare feeling, if 
U ever hajqieDs at all. 

It occurs wfren other nadoDS or peo- 
ples have good cause to rebuke 
When General Dyer <^)ened fire in 
April 1919 on an unarmed oxiwd in 
Amritsar in India and Idiled 379 of 
them, many British people were 
ashamed; AJP Thylor said it was the 
deci^ moment when Indians were 
afienated from Britidi rule. On the 
other Neville Chamberiain’s 
agreement with Hiller at Munich in 
]^8, which sanctioned German occa- 
padon of part of Czedtodcwalda, was 
wlcomed the entire British press 
except one left-wing Sunday paper and 
tbe Communist Do$' Fheliogs 
of revnlsioa came later. 

So we come to the past three 
months, a period in whidi the United 
y mBrirwn shfiwn itself on different 

oooSto fo be cowardly, igpor^ 
dupUdtrais. It is these inddents com- 

fog logetiierwbidi have made me feel 

defensave when mee^ people from 
aei^tbouifog countries. 


'Die diaise of cowaidioe was hnpUdt 
in the critic^ms made on BBC tefevi- 
saoD lOdays ago by tbe Irish Prime Mfo- 
ister, John Bruton. He was comment- 
ing on rbe dedrion made fay the British 
authorities suddenly to aO^ Orange- 
men to parade through the Catholic 
section ^ the Gazvaghy Road in Fbr- 
tadown, Co Armagh. I found Its- 

te p in g to the govmunent of mycoun- 
tty befogfold ^ aimtlier latme miiifo^ 
bow, in a desiocracy, the rule of law 
must be defended. 1 could onfy agree. 

Exaaune the excuse offered fay ibe 
Cliief Constable of the Royal Ulster 
Con^bulaiy, Sir Hu^ Aaoes]^ “I 
had to look at (he mpliotions if thm 
was a detennfoed thrnst on the police 
Une& It could have led acddeotaily or 
otheru^ to loss of life. I not 
pared to risk tbe los of a single life 
for the sake of reroutii^ (hat march." 
Sir did not suffidently conrider 
the loss of life that was fikely to fol- 
low frios hb dedson to fo'fo pres- 

sure. 1 cannot he^i yhmbmg . too, that 
if our fire servicesirere to operate on 



ANDREAS WHITTAM SMITH 


Tlien there was the vidous black- 
guarding of foreigner dur^ tbe 
recent ^ro 9fr football durx^onsh^. 
At a time when Uiere were many Ger- 


You can say all is Mr in 
love, war and business — 
I say it was a vile trade 


fogs. Sir Hu^ put up ite white fla^ 
ItisassffipIeasthaL 


roan viators here we called them 
Krauts, we declared football war on 
them, we constantly referred to their 
Nazi past and our tabloid new^pers 
said (hat we were going to bomb 
them to bits. We would “Blitz Fritz". 
If }t>u ask the edilois why this hap- 


pened, they it was just a joke, part 

of our national character to poke fun 
at foreign»s, quite harmless, amusfog 
really, can't you see? 

attitude ro^gs from an invin- 
cible igDorance. ^tisb is best, because 
we know no other and because we are 
usreSectivB and unquestioning about 
what we have. Can tbere now be a 
Briton who will not feel at least a bit 
awkward when he or she next encoun- 
ters somebody from Germany? 

Dupb'cl^ is (he most appropriate 
descr^oD of an inddent that punc- 
tuated the BSE crisis. We learnt that 
Briri«di beef-rendering companies bad 
kaowfogly sold conlaroinat^ jsoducts 
to france, Germany, Spain and other 
coimtries such as Israel. They stepped 
up their exports iminediaiely after the 
Britisb government had banned the 
sale of meal made from cow and 
sheep for use in cattle feed in the 
United Kingdom. The rendering com- 
panies noticed a loophole in the reg- 
ulations and took frill advantage. Thus 
in 1989, when already proscribed in 
this countre. British sales overseas of 
the veiy meal and bone meal though! 
to have' been the origmal source of the 
BSE epidemic actually doubled. 


'The UK Rendereis' Association 
said that its members have" 
exposed other countries to such feed 
but that “they have allied whatever 
legislative controls the governinent 
fotroduced^ Our foreign customers 
were outr^;^ What could one reply 
to their criticisms? You can stw that aft 
is fair in love and war and in business 
too; that these were transactions 
between profosaonals where tbe rule 
of caveat emptor applies; that for- 
eigners would have draie it to us. Per- 
haps. 1 say it was a vfle trade. 

These incidents pile up in tbe final 
months of a fourth successive Toiy 
ersment, Hie Scott report showed that 
a culture of encouraang Briti^ com- 
pat^ to esqiloit bc^moles in trade re|- 
ulaiiofis was sanctioned 1^ our polith 
daos. The same poverrunem hs just 
been engiigcd in its own widely trum- 
peted *^;^ on Europe. Thus tte ZJucfr 
Afonv's fooibaO parody of Chamber- 
lam's declaration of war had a more 
recent precedent than 1939. As for Sir 
H^ Annesley's white flag, the possi- 
bility eirists that it was henst^ to j^ase 
his political masieis. Come to of 
ii, pbriiaps it is sn’ gcn'emincnt 1 sho^ 
he adiamed of rather t^ aiv countrv. 





Kr^ r 



She’s poor 


in cottfVnes Hke ttia Gamtxa. ana m tour chifdien die 
bate ttteir fittti binhda^ The doaases they suffer tiom dlHec 

BiA the cause 6 alrriDSf Biwiaxs the sama 

Ftoterry 

ACTIONAlO IS working m some of the poorest areas 
o( the wald to end this cycte ol despair. Helping local 
communiiies lo provKle clean ivaiec education, heallh. 
nufmion. (ood produclion and a' means to generate thee 
own inccne. 

Sponeor a chrfd like Nyana and you'ft be haipng hec 
her (amity and her whole community A photograph and 
regular lepcstS keep you a touch 'tu wiO reesw messages, 
fnm the chfld and can imie rf you wish 

By beconir^ a s^Mnsor ycu'U make all the difleience 
10 file c# a child Itfre Nyana 

Please sponsor a child today. 

Cflma ridretittreiMi4w<BinnTniiriQiftiia ffnfi-lhiimrHin 

lAsa ^WieeilasssBiBsrert 
OleansprenrtcNUMAMaKlxiagAob 
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Professor 
Kirill Zamaraev 



Kirill DlyidiZaniaiaev, a former 
President of the International 
Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry (lUPAC 1993-95). 
holder of the Centenaiy Medal 


of the Royal Society of Chem- 
istry (.1995) and fbnner Direc- 
tor of the Boreskov Institute of 
Cata^'^ of the Siberian Bran^ 
of the Russian Academy of Sd- 
ences, died in the prime of his 
brilliant sdcntinc career. News 
of his passing cast gloom over 
the 1^00 delegates in the 11th 
International Congress on 
Catalysis, from 1 to 7 July, at 
Baltimore, where he was sched- 
uled to deliver one of the 
plenary lectures on •‘Photo- 
catalysis: state of the art and 
peispectives”. 

Kirill Zamaraev was an 
extraordinary individuaL Equal- 

adept as a iheoretidan and 
experimentalist he was an ex- 
ceptionally versatile chemical 
physidsi, who commuiucated 
the gifts and Insights of his 
teachers in Moscow (among 
them Lev. Landau and Retr 
Kapitza) to a la^ family of 
chemists and engineers, mde- 
ly read in several languages, he 
had a finely' developed taste for 
Uieracurc, the theatre and bal- 
let; he was a bom leader and an 
astute diplomat who instilled 
confidence into othcis and in- 
spired great efforts from his col- 
leagues. He was olifeHenhancing 
soul, whose company and 
friend^p was valued by all who 
met him. 

During the upheavals and 
changes consequent upon the 
disintegration of the Soviet 
Union Zamaraev play’ed a lead- 
ing role in the transformation 
of Russian science and its adop- 
tion of the market force econ- 
omy. In particular, be a.'tsisted 
in the eslabluihmcnt of a net- 
work of Federal Research Cen- 
tres throughout Russia. All this 
occurred when he held office as 
President of lUPAC, which it- 
self demanded an extensive 
and punishing round of world- 
wide visits to international con- 
ferences and workshops, as 
w-cU as constant liaison with the 


TUPAC secretariat in England, 
at Oxford. 

Zamaraev was boni in 
Moscow in 1939. the son of an 
eminent So\det chemical engi- 
neer. His early interest in sci- 
ence prompted his fidher to gjye 
him a cc^ of a book on the life 
and work of Michael Fiaraday, 
who became one of his scienti& 
idols. As a teenager he pursued 
most of his secondary education 
in Moscow through the medi- 
um of English. Later be entered 
the Mendeleev Institute of 
Chcinicai Tbchnology and then 
the Moscow Physical Ibcfanical 
Institute so as to enhance his al- 
ready fomiidable skills as a 
chemica] i^^sidsL In both these 
universities he was the star 
student 

For the Soviet equivalent of 
hJs PhD (awarded m 1972), he 
studied initially under Acade- 
mician Vojevodski (who also 
died prematurely) at (he N.N. 
Semenov Institute of Chemical 
Phj'scs in Moscow. Tfis early re- 
searches were in the appUca- 
lions of electron s{w resonance 
- a technique Invented in the 
Soviet Union by Zavo^ in the 
early 294Qs~ to chemical prob- 
lems and in the theory and phe- 
nomenology of the binnelUDgof 
electrons over large distanoss. 
His skills and excellence were 
such that, in a mere 14 years, 
he moved chrou^ the ranks 
from junior to senior sdentist 
(and to head one of the labo- 
ratories of the pres^ous bi- 
stitute of Chemicai Physics of 
the So^det Academy) and was 
elected a CorreqKmding Mem- 
ber of the Acadony - one of the 
youngest in the Smnet Union - 
in 1976, 

It was in the early 1970s, 
while shting with his parents in 
their apartment in Moscow, 
that he received a phone call at 
about 10.30 one night that was 
to change the course of his ca- 
reer. ‘This is Nikolai Niko- 
laievich speaking," said the 
distinguished voice at the end 
of the line. Thinking that it was 
one of his friends pla^ng a 
prank. Zamaraev answered in 



Zamaraev: ‘How many and marveSoue are the discoveries prepared 
for us by the spirit of enlightenment . . 


cavalier foshioiL But die voice 
was indeed that of N.N. Se- 
menov, joint winner (with Sir 
JHSsshdwDod) of the 1 956 
Nobel Piize for Cbemistiy. 

What Semenov required 
were some rather rudimentary 
lessons in quantum mechanics, 
and he had been told by his col- 
leagues that young Zamai^ 
was the most mmpniiwig of 
teachers. Zamaraev told his 
parents that ni^c that he 
would be woikii^ throu^ his 
textbooks and papers antQ 
early morning, for he had 
promised to give the great 
Semenov some tutorials the 
following day. S^eoov was 
at that time m a pivotalposition 
in the Soviet scientific effort 
on the harnessing of solar 
energy. This wasZamaraev’s 
introductioa to photocualysis, 
pfaotopt^r^ photoeleo- 
trocfaemistiy, subjects upon 
which he later became a world 
authority. 

In 1974 to 197S, as part of a 
US-USSR exchange pro- 
^amme, Zatnaiaev held a se- 
ries of viatii^ ptofessorshm at 
the univeisities of Cor^ Stan- 
ford and Chicago, where his 
superb fluency m En rich and 
the autboritatire flair of his sci- 
entiffe aadetstasdiiig were to 
impress his American hosts. In 
1977 he was selected as the heir 
apparent to Academician 
Boreskov as bead of the lai^ 
institute of catatysis in the world 
(es^iloyuig over a tiioDS^ 
peo^), set up as pan of the 
Khwhehev emeriment, in 
Akademgorod, Novosibirsk, in 
Siberia. He took a large team 
of bright Muscovite (Aemical 
phyricists with hi^ thereby 
broadening the horizons of the 
alrea^ formidable “Boreskov** 
Institute so as to encompass fon- 
damenta] and applied stores 
ranging from outfo quantum 
to enzymaK chem- 
is^. In 1984 be took over as 
Dii^or, a post that he held 
until 1992, when he dedded 
to relinquish some of his 
administrative duties in fovour 
of the more active poisuit of 
research. 

By 1987 Zamaraev had be- 
come a full member of the 
Aesdeu^ of Sciences of the So- 
viet Union, and was in great de- 
mand world-wide as a plenary 
speakeron a host of topics zaog- 
ing from industrial applica- 
tions, chemical engineering 
practices and laboratory 
"moder studies of catalysis. 

When the Royal Society in- 
troduced its Kapitza Fellowship 
Sdeme shortly after the col- 
lapse of the Sowet Union. Za- 
maraev was one of the first to 
be appointed (for six weeks 
based m the Daty Faraday Lab- 
oratories of the Ibityal Institu- 
tion, but with visits to the 
univeisities of Cambridge and 
^es at CiardifO* group at 
Novoribirsk had started a col- 


laboration^ which continued up 
to the time of his death, ^th 
mine at the Royal fostitution m 
1988, on the odafyticisopezties 
of zeolites. Our prime aim 
was to understand how the cat- 
afytic breakdown of certain 
molecules is influenced by coQ- 
finement witiun tiie jMies and 
cavities of neolitic solid. 

Zamaraev*s memorable Geo- 
tenaiy Lecture, given in the 
theatre of the Bayallnstitution, 
London, on 25 lanimiy 1993, 
still rin^ in one’s ears. In it he 
described, biter du, bow, at tite 
Boreskov Institute they had: 0) 
sweetened natural gas (ie., 
succeeded, in elimlnaring the 
Itydrogen sulphide from 
methane); (u) naingjjferi the 
sun's rays to remove the same 
gas photoeats^ticalty from nat- 

urafly crwi taTninatM nUanri 

in Russia; (iij) utilised immo- 
bilised entymatic catal^ts to 
ooDveit natural gas to m^qii ^ 
oohd; (iv) desired a cata^ 
to convert metM alcohol to 
formaldeltyde; m devised a 
means of ooovertiag wasteftil 
sulphurous by-prodiaas from ZD- 
dustrial plants into sufohuric 
add; and (vi) set up in Ukraine 
a ^ermocatalytic converter 
which stores solar energy 
cfaemicaZty and releases it by 
iogemous use of catal^ 

All this and more is de- 
scribed in one of his last major 
aitides (published in May, in 
Tepfor in Qttafysis). 

Whfle in a Moscow bo^tal 
in the autumn of 1994 Zama- 
raev wrote a beautiful booklet 
that (iuonicles the achieve- 
ments of Russian sdentists in 
catalysis from the days of 
Lomonosov (1711-1765) on- 
wards. It contains a wealth of 
evocative entries, induing the 
fact that Borodin described the 
so-called aldol condensation 
(2CH3CHO -» CHiCH(OH) 
OiaOIO) in 1872. 

When tciriii Zamaraev risit- 
ed Caodnidge in the summer 
1993 with nis wife MDa he 
quoted his beloved Pushkin: 

How maiiy and maivelkMis are the 
discoviajes prepared for ns by the 
^lirit of enuehlenmeat, \rj c^9eri- 
fflent. the chSd of error and eflort, 
by geahis, the fo'eod of paradox, and 
uj ttiar £vine inventor, 

It was as a result of chance that 
he and I met, at the 8th Con- 
gress on Catalysis h) Berlin, in 
July 1984. 

Jobn Manig Tb«nu 


KpifliZbfoftZamnrae^ c/iemica/ 
physicut bom Moaaw 20 Moy 
I939;Acadenikiim, S<Poet Acad- 
emy of Sciences 1970: f^ofessor 
of Pf^sical Chemistry, Novosi- 
birsk State University 1977-96; 
Dbei^ Boreskov Institute cf^ 
SSterum Branch of the Rusdan 
Acaderny Sciences' J934-92; 
President, Iruemathnai Union 
Pure arid Applied Chemistry 
2993-95; died Novosibirsk 
Siberia 26 June 19^. 


PhoBgraph: RonaM Grant /whive 


Dick Hills 


Ernie; You can’t be asinger on 
yourownl 
Ericlcan't? 

Ernie course noti You've got 
to have bodCErtg! Now Tm a 
group. 

Erie: AU by yourself? 

Eknie: No, no, nol There’s Didc 
-and Sid -and me. Now Dick, 
he's a ‘‘Boomer”. Sid's an 
“Oob-er*’. And me. Tm a “Ya- 
ta-ta-ta-er". . . 

The inEric Morecambe 
ami Ernie Wise's immortai 
"Boom! Ooh? Ya-la-ta-tal" rou- 
tine was Dkk Hi0s, who co- 
wrote the piece as w^ as 
performi^ in h. With Sid 
Green, also wrote for 
such p^ormets as Sid James, 
Harry Secombe, Milliceut 
Martin, Tony Hucock, Roy 
Castle, Anthony Newl^, 
Oiaiiie Drake, Dora Bryan, 
Bruce Fbttyth, Jon Bsrtwee, 
Arthur Ask^ and Jewell and 
Waniss. 

It is entirety a pp ro pri ate ihai 
Hills first met ^ future part- 
ner at Haberdasher’s Aske's 
Haldiam Sdiocd, a name which 
certainly sounds like a comedy 
writer's inveotion. HUs became 
school captain there, and, after 
naval tervks durmg the Second 
Worid and post-war study 
at Cambridge, remmed to Hatv 
erdasher’s as an English master. 
He and Sid Green were re- 
uni^ when tb^ played to- 
gether for the Old Askean 
rugby ride. At the behest of the 
school's dramatic society, they 
wrote a pantomime which was 
so well received, tb^ dedded 


to become professional 
scriptwriters. 

After being given the 
runaround by the BBC, they by- 
passed the corporation and 
hitched their wagons to Dave 
Kin^ a rising star who thought 
the materid they submitted 
suited him perfectly. When be 
was offered his own lelevisioo 
series. King insisted OD using the 
two fledg)ni^ who were first 
billed enigmatically as “S.C. 
Green and R.M. Hills". The 
Dave King Show (T957) was a 
success, first on BBC leleviston 
and later on Anglia lelevision 
(ATV). In 1959. wfaeu the US 
television station NBC-TV of- 
frnvd King an American series, 
he took “S.C." and “R.M." to 
the Stales with him. 

Back in Britain, their many 
tderision assignments included 
The Alma Cog/in Show, on 
which Mbrecainbe and 'ndse ^ 
peared as guest artists. In 19 dL 
when Lew Grade, the Manag- 
ing Director of An^Ua, offered 
Eric and Ernie them own riiow. 
they immediately told ATV 
tb^ wanted Green and HiOs.Tf 
th^r couldn't gel them,” said 
Morecambe later. ‘*we couldn’t 
do the series.” After the first 
programme, storm-douds gath- 
ered: British Actor's E^ity 
went on strike. The rival niiioD, . 
the 'Wriety Artistes Federa- 
tion, wasn't on strike and, as 
VAF members, Morecambe 
and Wise were allowed to 
continue m the series, altbougb 
their supporting players, 
all Equity members, were 
forbidden to appear. 


Green and TfiOs, who had ap- 
pear^ in the Dave Kmg shows, 
volunteered to fill the gaps. 
They coniioued to write and 
play in the show for the next 
eight years, also providing the 
scr^ts to Eric and Ernie’s three 
attempts to conquer the cine* 
ma: T^lrueB^neeMen (196S), 
That lUviera Touch (1966) and 
The Moffiificent Two (1967). 

Vi^en Morecambe and wise 
returned to the Green and 

Hills went with them, but after 
the first series In 1968 More- 
cambe suffered a near-fatal 
heart attadc. By the time be was 
well enough to continue. Green 
and HIUs had an American 
comnutmenl; Nick Vuiof^ who 
had produced and directed the 
American Dave King shows 
had contracted them to on 
The Don Knoas Shaw 
an hour-loDg variety series star- 
ring an emaciated character 
actor who had risea to televison 
fame as a foil for the comedi- 
ans Steve Allen and Andy Grif- 
fiths. Because the show's head 
writer Bill Dana thought little 
of Green and FQDs' material, not 
a word of it was used in the first 
seven weeks. After Dana left the 
programme. Green and Hills 
diowed their rejected sketches 
to \^off..wfao promptty made 
them bead writers. 

^ this time the American 
networks had mustered the 
courage to build television 
shows around such black co- 
medians as Flip Wilson and Bfll 
Cosby, and Green and Hills 
wrote for both of them. After 
four years, a home^± EGUs left 


America, amicabty (fissedving his 
partoerahip with (jreen, who 
stayed there to write for John- 
ny Chison on 77ie 7bn(gft/ Shaw. 

Back in England, HiDs de- 
vised and presented the anec- 
dotal series Tell MeAnodter for 
Southern Tblevision, wrote two 
books, How to SUK Married 
(1995) and Delayed by Fog in 
Tlmbuhu - a Book of Excuses 
(1979), and provided material 
for Jasper Carrott, Tommy 
Cooper and Russ Al;^t. 

De^te his lugubrious, prize- 
fighter's face, I^k HiUs had a 
sunny, easy-going nature, and 
was always generous with praise 
for his peers. When 1 worked 
with him on The Buss Abbot 
Show, he was full of admiration 
for ^die Braben, who suc- 
ceeded Green and HiUs in writ- 
ing for Morecambe and Wise, 
“^dle shifted the balance of 
the (earn in a way that never oc- 
curred to us," be told me. “And 
making Ernie into the Great 
PlayvT^ht was a masunrstioke r 
Of bis own performing, Dick 
was wont to say. "Sid’s the onef,| 
with talent Tve just got g;utsr 

Terry Johnson’s recent West 
Eud play Dead FUnrty brOliant- 
ty examined a group of subur- 
banites obsessed with vintage 
British comedy. One of its hiigh’ 
lights was, inevitably. Hills mid 
Green's "Boom! Ooh! Ya-ta-ta- 
ta?" 

Dick Vosbmi^ 

Richard Michael HiUs, writer 
bom EUham, London 17 Janu- 
ary 1926; married (dvee sons); 
died London 6 June 1996. 


Alan McGilvray 


Alan McGfivray was, in a 
phrase, the John Arlott of Aus- 
tralia. The fact that two of the 
best-known voices in cricket 
were rarely in sympathy was on 
irony concealed from the huge 
following both men enjoyed in 
both faemispheres. 

McGilvray enjoyed a greater 
status m Australia than Arlott 
did in Britain, a fact paitty ex- 
plained by the respective size of 
the two nations and also ^ 
McCilvray's one huge advan- 
tage; he had played first-class 
cricket, which made him much 
more acceptable to tbc estab- 
lishment in both countries and 
gave him an edge ov’er Arloti, 
who was senritive on this point. 

fodeed, McGilviay was so big 


in Australia that «4ien the E^ck- 
er war was at its height, with the 
tycoon launching fas World Se- 
ries, backed by Channel Nine, 
in direct competition with the 
established Bime. backed by the 
Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission, the ABC advertised 
across the contineni: “The 
Game’s not the S^e without 
McGilvray". It was a telling 
ptw t, too, for many Australians. 

McGilvray came from a line 
of shoemakers, originaUy from 
Glasgow. He attended Sydney 
Grammar School, readied the 
Girt eleven m his second year 
and won city fome by scoring 
129 not out and taking 7-32 
against their deadly rivals 
Melbourne Grammar. 


Such prowess took h™ into 
the New South side, 

where his rigjht-arm medium 
pace once deprived the great 
Bill O’Reilly of (atda^ dl 10 
wickets. He played 20 times for 
NSW, sometimes as captain: 
but soon realbed that his crick- 
et could noi be measured 
against the likes of Bratean 
O'Reilly, and moved into 
broadcasting in the infant radio 
service in 1934. He served with 
the Australian army during the 
Second Worid War and i^ea 
cricket re-started he soon be- 
came the fanuliar voice of the 
game across a country so vast 
the only daily link was radio. 

He &st came to Britain with 
Bradman's 1948 Australians 


where his measured delivety, 
absolute accuracy, unobtrusive 
Austialian accent and total im- 
partiality (vn^out ever dis- 
guis^ his seotiments) made 
him hnineaselypt^Hilar with the 
enormous listeoing public. 

What he was not was part of 
the joky, public-school ethos of 
what becaine Ted Moiek ,!(pecia/; 
he was an ultra-professional, 
meticulous in his preparation, 
and he could, from contempo- 
rary accounts, be touchy with 
those be thought mi^t com- 
promise his approacl^ He did 
not lack a seose of humour but 
iodu^gu^ ft came a poor second 
10 giving the listener every 
morsel of cricket av^able from 
the green table before him. 


English coUea^es. Arlott, 
EW. Swantoo, Brian Johnston, 
Doq Mosey, Henry Blofeld, 
accorded him the hipest re- 
spect, as did all Eog&b jour- 
nalists who had the privileK of 
sha ring a conversation or dnnk 
with hm. Ifo was aiw^willi^ 
witii asmile. to explain to an ig- 
norant Pom the mtricades of 
the Sheftfeid Shield, or Jadr 
Iverson's grip. 

He finnty believed that crick- 
et ^ouid maimam its dignity, 
manners and spirit and was de- 
press by the impact Packer 
had upon the game and the at- 
tiiudeoF Australian teams, from 
Lio Chappell's captaincy, to- 
wards dn^ and general con- 
duct. McGilvTuy conducted 


himself ioqieccably in public and 
be thought all r^resentatives 
of Australian crictet should do 
the same. 

He reported more than 200 
Test matches and was one of 
several Australians who missed 
the famous (ie against In- 

dies in Brisbane in 1960; his 
commenlary stints complete, 
he caught an early plane back 
to SydnQT. He came with every 
Australian team to England up 
till 19^ and in I956ni3^aspe- 
daJ jouroity 10 the baiilefield 
of Culloden to see the cairn 
that marks the grave of Qan 
Qiatten. 

It was an ancestor who led the 
clan's charge on that ira^c day 
in 1746. the riisi Jacobite to 


breach Cumberland’s line of in- 
fantry, reaching the rear before 
being cut down himseit The de- 
scendant of Alexander Mac- 
Gillivray of Dumaglas was 
appoint^ MBE hy George Q's 
descendant in 1974 and re- 
ceived the Order of Australia in 
1980. Not long ago Alan 
McGilviay was beard 10 say be 
was looking forward to anoth- 
er exchange of words with BUI 
O’ReiUy. 

Derek Hodgson 

Alan Drnid McGUiray, broad- 
caster and crichaer bean Svdnev 
6 December 1910; MBE 1974; 
AO I960; ntarried Chwi Criffiih 
(one son, one duug/trer); died 
Syyiiney 27Jitly 19^ 



McGilvray: dignity in cricket 
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ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
Th« Dnhe orEiUnbnrghi Patron. LddOod 
F edenoioa o( ChitK Tor Vain« gives 
a ittepliem lonlie Loodno RxlcraiinD of 
Qiibs for Yom$ Buc^Ugham 

tfil.TCf and attends * dinner at Lancaster 
Hduw. Londua 5Wi. PHnees Aksaatba 
aiiunds tbc St DunUan's Rcmpiicn at V/ja- 
ndd House. Recent's Park, London NWI. 
Prince MkhMl oTKail. Provioeial Grand 
Mmkr of tbc Proviodal Gnind Lodge of 

a p^ n«*t iIk Wonh^ful Masica 
and laltiotes Reception at Syon Park. 
OceatfoRt, MkidkaeCi 
Changing of the Guard 

Tfae Hoisehold Cavalry Mounted R^menr 

iiKwaff (beOucen's iJie CiunI at Hrny 
Govds, 1 lane la Battalion iridt Guanh 
mourns lire Queen^Guard. at ftr fMag b w 

Mxe, 1 1.VkiiL band provida] by the ScoB 
Guards. 


Marriages 

MrOLltCope 

and Ms J. C. Swinbnrna 

The maniagebas taken place hi Loo- 

dOQ between David Cope and Car- 
oline. eider daughter of Profes»3r 
Richard and Ivfrs Monica Swin- 
burne, a service of blessing was held 

on Friday 19 July at IKniiy 
Chuich, Keosingion. at which father 
Pieire Dil, Dean of the Catbedial of 
the Holy Cross, Lusa^ Zambb, 
officiated. 

Birthdays 

Mr Harry Barnes MP, 60; Dr Sr 
R^huld Bennett, fonner MP, 85; Mr 
Jetmund Engeset, Surgeon to the 
Queen in Scotland. 5$ Mr Biyan 
Rubes, film producer, 70; Sir Ritiidc 
Garland, High Court ju4ge, 67; Mr 
Jimmy Hfl], lelevisUm presenter, 68; 
General Sir Charles Huxtablc, foi^ 
mer Commaodec-in-ChicC UK Land 
Pones, 65; Mis Joanna Kcnnetfy, dv- 
il engineer, 46; Miss Bonnie Lang- 
ford aortas, 32; Professor Si Eonald 

Mason, chemist. 66; Dr David 
Quarmby. joint mano^ng director. 
J. Sainsbmy pic, 55; Mr Tereacc 
Stan^), actor. % Mr Anthony Steen 
MP, 57; Mrs Alison WHIcoclcs, Head 
of Bedoies School. 44. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Philip i, King of Spain. 1478; 
Louis-Gabriei Eugene Isabey, 
painter and htbognipher, 1803; The 


Rev W illiam Archibald Spooner. 
or^Liiatoi of ‘‘qrooneiisias'', 1644; 
Ous Elen (Ernest Augustus Elen), 
music-hall ardste, 1862; Stephen 
t^oceuf Beoet. poet and ooiwlist. 
1898; Alexander Calder, bem-wiie 
and metal sculptor, 1898. Deaths: Si- 
mon Ardtbisbop of Can- 

terbury. 1376; (jcorge Shaw, 
lgI3;Cbristopbv Wllbclm 
Eckeisbcig. painter. 1853; John 
Meade fhlknei, novelist. 1932: Flo- 
renz Ziegfeld, ibeatrical producer, 
193% Dflliiiger, "Public Enemy 
No 1", shot dead in an ambush 
1934; Harold Larwood, aiefceter. 
1995. On thb day: the English de- 
feated the Scots, led by ViUiam 
\lhBace,3ttteBaideofFalkufc. 1298; 
the Mormons, moving westwards, 
reached the site of Salt Lake City, 
1847; Federal iro^ slopped the 
Coofedetates at the Battle of Atlanta, 
1864; in Bntam, bread lan'oniog 
stari^ 1946; afttfsix years in exQe. 
the Russian unmanned spacecraft 
tinera S made a soft landing on 
Venus; 1972; Greece and Itekoy 
agteed to a cease<&e in Cyprus, 197^ 
the fort Lonto performance of tbc 
iTiiiyrai show A Chorus Line was 
stag^ 1976. Ib^ is the Feast Day 
ofSt John Lloyd, Sc Joseph of FhJes- 
tine, St Maiy Magdalen. St Philip 
Evais. St ^^ndrilfe or 

Lectures 

\l<teria and Albert Mnseam: Catb- 
eryo Spence, “Pre-Rapbaelite 
Watercolours and Early British 
Photograpfo’'', 2J0pm. 


CASE SUMMARIES 
■ ■■ ♦ ■■ ■■ ^ ■ 


22 July 1996 
Housing 

Camden LBC v Marshall; QB Drr 


The following notes of judg- 
ments were prepared by tfae re- 
porteis of dieABEn^ndLaw 
Repais. 

Gar leasing 

Rojecot Learii^ Lid. Allied DoBMCq 
pl^ TC Harrison Ltd V Cos- 
toms & Excise Comairs; QBD 
ahnMrJ)10Mayl996. 
Exclusion of crt^l for input tax 
on cars purchased for business 
pueposa was valid. The UK 
was eotitlcd to maintain tfae ex- 
clusion Id derogation from the 
EC legtslation pent^ the is- 
sue of a new directive laying 
down wfaai goods might be ex- 
cluded from oedit for input ta.^ 
(With effect from 1 Aug 1995, 
art 7 of the VAT (friput llx) Or- 
der 1992 was amended: ihe ex- 
clusion for tbc acquisition of 
cars was not to appty to cats ac- 
quired by a leasing business.) 
Andrew Thornhill QC, Ke\in Pross- 
er QC (Aduast Morris Cri^j for 
Poyscot, ABied Domecq; Siqrhen 
Alkock QC, AnAw ffirdonMtgfi 
(Cribb Lupion Broott\heaa, Sheffieid) 
for Harrison; Stephen Bichords, 
Baymond ffUl (Customs 6 Exdse). 

Benefits 

Secretary ot State for Sodal Seco- 
rity r Renulies & Whike; CA (Sir 


Sicpbei Brown £ KcBOCd}; PUBipf 
UJ) ISJOM 1996. 

A leiter from the Home Office 
to a national of an EEA mem- 
ber state, who had been living 
(fl tile UK and drawing income 
support, stating that as she 
was now present in a non- 
economic capacity and bad 
become a iR^en on public 
funds the Secretary of Slate was 
not satisfied that she was law- 
fully resident here under EC 
law and she should make 
anangemenis to leave the 
coun^, had the effect that the 
recipient was a person who had 
been “required by Ihe Secrelnry 
of State to leave the Uoited 
Kingdom" for the purposes of 
reg 2l{3Xh} of the Income 
Support (General) Regulations 
1987 and was therefore no 
longer entitled to income 
support. 

Bkhard Plender QC, GeraUine 
Qarke (Treasury Sofkitor) for the ap- 
peltarus; Joiui HoweS QC. 5rovorr 
ftngh/ (ChSi/AmTfyAaton Group) 
ft* H’aike; RidHOd ik Mello, Lean 
Daniel (PcmxR Jt Co. H^soMch) for 
Bamilien. 


D fHeoiyU, Ehswortb J1 J4June 
1996. 

The offence created by s 376( 1 ) 
of the Housing Act 1985, ofwil- 
fuUy foiling to comply with a no- 
tice requiring the controller of 
a bouse in mdiiple occupation 
to execute worts w'tbio a spec- 
ified time, continued to be 
committed for so long as the 
works specified in the notice 
remained undone, notwith- 
standing the expiry of the 
time for commencement or 
completion of the work. 

A. J^n VMoms (.imanda- Kdly 
Camden) for the council; Julian 
ijKiwIesflitdcSffaCrasstnanJSloek) 
for (he respan/kfU 

Magistrates 

R V Newport Joitkesi cs P Car^ QB 
Div O (Henty U ami Ebowwili J) 
7 June 1996. 

Justices were entitled to decline 
to reopen a case, under $142 of 
the Magistrates’ Courts Act 
1980, on the grounds that the 
applicant had failed to appear, 
although he had been in court 


when the trial date was fixed, 
that civilian witnesses would be 
inconvenienced, and that (he 
Crown's case was a strong one. 
The justices could also have tak- 
en into account the applicant’s 
unfettered right of a|3pi^ to tbc 
Crown Court under slOS of the 
1980 Act and that as that ap- 
peal would be Ity way of a re- 
hearing the i^pUcam would not 
be deprived of a foir trial. 
TheodcJre D. Huckle (Hodson 
Parsons. Newpon) for die ap^cant. 

R V Sooth RibUe Magistrales' 
Court, a p Cochrano; QB Dh Ct 

(Heiiiy LI and Ehswortb J) 7 June 
1996. 

A stipendiary magistrate's dis- 
cretion to permit a prosecution 
witness to refresh his memory 
from a fiOD-contemporaoeous 
statement made to the police, 
that he had read outside court 
just prior to giving evidence, 
vras not restricted to circum- 
stanoeswhere all four of the cri- 
teria laid down bv^ vDaSih-a 
(1990) 90 Cr App R 233 at 238 
were fulfilled. Those criteria 
were not absolute. It was a mat- 


ter of fact and degree in each 
«se as to how the discretion 

should be exercised. 

Anwi Talbot (Norton A Co, Uver- 
PooDfortheappliaua.-psulC. ReM 

(Crown Prosecution Service, 
PTesion) for the respondau. 

Tachograph 

Swain V McCauI; QB Div Q (AuM 
Lt Sachs, Harrison JJ) S Jane 
1996. 

*^e and driver of ptivale 

skip lure vehicle, collecting 
and disposmg of waste as a 
commercial service to cus- 
tomers whose actMtiesgener- 
aled large quantities of rubbish, 

Were not peffoming a gener- 
w service m the pubne interest 
so as to fall within the exemp- 
tion from keeping tadiograpb , 
provided by art 4(6)of' ^ 
Regulation 382CVS5. The 
lest of whetiier a service was be- 
iflg performed in the public in- 
fer^^ was whether it was one 
in which the State had marked 
us interest by prescription and 
regulation, and whether ft was 
provided tty a public botty or by 
Pj^te bodies m some measure 
of controlled competition with 
each other. 

Dominie Dudkanvki (Martin C. 
Dalton, Horsham) far the appdbBA 
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t Why one-timeltellwether ICI has become a bit of an 


al 


Imperial Chemical Industries Zeneca was floated off on a j aniicioated " 

is not the power it was. At one onc-for-onc share basis. Uj.^ann 

lime it was regarded as the bell- Ignoring the drug side’s ca^ says an ^|S 

wether of British industry and at the lime of the break-up. at NalWc^ ^ 

its profits were an important its shares are nearh’ twice the Fronts i 

event in the City calerfdar. valucofia Ondemergerday c^aed 

Times change. Even before ihree vears ago Zeneca was 
lO bowed to Lord Hanson’s 632 p: ICI MS^Ihe price be- 
own brand of persuasiveness fore the split was l, 244 p. Thoro EI« V 

and demerged Its drues side it There is not much chance of fcrasimilar r\«n.. 



stock mar ket week 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 

ihnw.Tbc reiains its frontal role. T^e^- 


‘^BTl^riginalK expected last Any j^pos^ -bemcm freedim 

week, w awSber big gun firing, who follow^ for ^mSic rat^ Tte 

ssasss. ffissstsK 

sAssssXss aa&SS sfiSSSSS 


had slipped 
The like 


aMsTlTe somethina of a sideshow The Plains its frontal role. The ^«a. S^aJliSl-i^stors, with unil^ 

of persuasiveness fore the split Sas l, 244 p. , Snenmfil s!™ sonislikch'»o?F^“f^f; ? 874 m 'vithdra^-als pn®pu^^_ ^ Swemor of the Bank of 

pdE drugs side it There is not much chance of ® „n,h Once Fridav.Umdshasforvcarshad bankers* pro^ feast ^ lS’ week, with few major fund mariagers to seek to Engjand next weet 

from Us pedestal, an upward rc-raling on Tburs- tnergfiS ne« the distinction of kicking off Lloyds TSBofenng ^ 1-1 results to occupv them, shares loadstock. . . There is no doubt the Qm- 

s of the Genera! day when ICI produces inicrim ^ LndtLn ^\S Vks in t^ it against £L 01 brL__ days sink- . Footsie e^ed 17.8 cellor stfll ye^ for ^er 


Hcctric Co were seen as more fimres. They will be poor. glamorous side of the Di^ 
representative of indusriy and Two decades ago such a set- “tbusic-tosianom , 

ICl lost some of its corporate back would have been taken from the .j. . 

fascinatioD. badly. This time it should not rather staid •' 

Its shares have tended to re- create more than a few rippk.% There has uidiW 

Sect itschanged status. And. as so long as ICl keeps the fall hu 

expeaed they have been ovur- within market expectations. ^^1 barge into mc iniy - 

shadowed IwZraeca. its drugs Nat West Securities is look- vorce prixecrto^ c 

of^ring. , . ingfor£l 98 mmthesecon^^ 


mwm 

stiae prtee. pence 


TOD BEBTBtS 


Qnspnne. inu lor &170111 ui uiw swwnu „_.-i 

As Zeneca has enjo>-ed ihu quarter which will leave six- 

Stock market’s addiction lo month profits at around the 4 QQ 

drugs - and experienced pul- £ 400 m, a 22 per cent fall. ing the showbiz opj- 

sating rounds of takeover qiec- The group has already content to wait until in MO 

ulation - its shares have warned of a decline. "With cer- al^lutc. imn 

romped ahead. Id’s have tain important product mirtcls ^Tic group is dutMop^u^^ 200 

plodded along and re^wcarilv showing a greater than iiulially 4 U®rierly figure.^ y 

much closer 10 their 12 -monili expected price end volume 'h‘’“Sh ‘hv- 

low than hioh. weakness, the downlum will in- close they arc likely to be 



tore^u Kd 5 .“oS 5 ^ 

have bin upgraded ahead of mgandinei^i 5 p 250 index, hil harder than tM 5 ^ -^*bnity. Germany may 

tnr- 5 l«”Wp ind^ SS® Jrednee its 

Brothers looks for figures on j^u -j^r-joed crazv confidenL But the marked the eventual Imt seem- 

Ihehiehsideof consensuses- ""^iPSh'TSSrenlind- ”g taevilsble US inmase 

pcctauons . inoafewold-stagersofadvice share irad^ means could be accommodated 

tr?„afo.merSt«kE.^gc 
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£ 325 m aeainsi f^wsm IS me _ New Yoncisnoiong^ Mrmrewer there are signs 01 ex- 

^pntoJS^OnWednes^y Sfus tains tSd. So- 
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BSkyB in talks with OFT on cable programming 


Interview: Courtaulds’ Gordon 

deal 


deputy city & 


MATHEW HQRSMAN 

Media Editor 

BSkyB, the satellite broadcast- 
er, is locked io late-siage 
negotiatioas with the Office of 
Iradmg over the lenns of 
its supply of pay-television pro- 
gramming to the cable iodus^< 
The taUts. aimed at avoiding 
a monopoly reference, follow a 
six-month inquiry by tbe OFT 
into BSI^B'sdominam posidon 
in the subscription television 


market and could lead to 
formal undertakings on the 
terms and conditions of its 
trading relationship with cable 
operators. 

BSkyB, owned 40 per cent by 
Rupert Muxdochf is also under 
scrutiny from the Europe^ 
Commission, which warned in 
a letter sent late Iasi month that 
its ^dal contracts with two 
leading cable operators. Tele- 
west ComiDuaicatioos and 
Nynex CableComms, contra- 


vened EC conipetition law. The 
contracts, which have already 
been the sul^ect of negotiations 
with the OFT give tbe two 
caUe operators long-term guar- 
anteed supply of BSl^B pro- 
granuning. 

In return, they originally 
agreed not to compete with 
TOlgrB in the market for pay- 
per-view film and sport pio- 
granming, in effect ending 
efforts by cable companies to 
launch new services. These 


clauses were deemed anti-com- 
petitive by the OFT but modi- 
fications have yet to be agreed. 

In its fdrmm letter, edited 
copies of which have teen cir- 
culated lo cable operators, 
Brussels has asked BSJg^B to 
confirm it intends to modl^ the 
contracts. 

It is also understood that 
John Brktepfflafi, the director- 
general of the OFT has asked 
the Restrictive Practices Court 
to accelerate its investij^tion 


into BSi^B's contracts with 
i^emier League, which give 
the broadcaster exclurive rights 
to live matches. 

The developments are likely 
to deepen market concerns 
about the regulatory risks fac- 
ing BSiwB, the UK's most prof- 
itable broadcaster. An^ysts 
said late last week, however, that 
imnimum uBdertakings affeed 
with the OFT would not nec- 
essary weaken BSkyB’s com- 
petitive pontioiL 


The six-month OFT inquiry, 
completed within the past few 
weeks, led regulators to open di- 
rect talkswith BShyR asku% the 
company to consider under- 
takings "on its “bundlmg” of 
channels for sale to cable and 



.idependent _ 
missuv L, tbe television watch- 
dog. has also teen told of the 
OFTs initial finding and its 
suggested remedies. 


If the Miks fail, the OFT 
most certain lo advise the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry 
to refer the matter to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. . 

Media analysts said over the 
weekend that an MMC refer- 
ence could Sint BSkyB, because 
of the length of time it would 
take to complete. The company 
is working on plans to introduce 
digital satellite, perhaps by the 
end of iWJ, and expects even- 


tually to phase out its existing 

Sjuiiy followed 
months of complainis froni^- 
eral cable operators, which ar- 
•nied that they could not 
package their progranunmg m 
response to market condiuons 
because of Sky’s terms of sup- 
phr. The key areas of di^ie 
have teen bundling - te which 
operators are obliged to take a 
range of Sky channels to receive 
the best discount - and price. 


Three cheers: Reprieve for tied-house system eases fears of chaos that followed Beer Orders 


Brewers poised 
to win EU stay 
of execution 




JOHN SHEPHERD 

Business News Editor 

Briuiin's tied-housc ^tem op- 
erated by the brewers is poised 
(o win a two-year stay of exe- 
cution from the European 
Union. The EU's decision will 
relieve fears that it would se- 
verely curtail, and perhaps even 
dismantle, the 160-year-old 
lem that has enabled the brew*- 
ers to have complete control 
over the beers that ihcir pubs 
can sell. 

The industry has barely re- 
covered from the huge and 
controv'erslai upheaval caused 
by (he 1989 Beer Orders that 
forced the (op-flight brewers (ci 
sell more than 11,000 pubs. 
.Any similar directive handed 
down by Brussels oowwould.in 
the eyes of many anolvsls, have 
caused unnecessaiy disruption 
and damage to an industry re- 
covering from the recession 
but slill struggling against the 
tide of bootlegged bvxize from 
across the Channel 

Karel van Mien the EU 


Competition Commissioner, is 
understood to be close to 
finalising plans that will defer 
the review due next year of the 
industry's exemption from anti- 
competitive laws under Article 
S5 of the Treaty of Rome. 
cordirtgto a Brukels source, tbe 
EU, which has yet to publish its 
long-awaited ^een paper os all 
lied manufacturing and retail 
operatkms firom pertol to bread, 
will retain the status quo for 
Britain's brewers until 2999. 

Tlie reprieve, which sources 
said could be announced very 
soon, would follow extensive 
lobl^ng by Euro MPs, 
and the brewers, headed by 
Bass, Whitbread, Allied 
Domecq and Scotti^ & New- 
castle. tbe industry number 
one. Late last month, Mr Van 
Mien made a flying visit to 
Britain to address the North 
West Brewers and Liososed 
Retailers Association at a meet- 
ii^ hosted by Gary Titl^, Euro 
MP for Bolton. 

At the meeting, which was 
also attended by David Kay of 
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Thwaites brewery and held at 
the Jolly Carter pub in Bolton, 
run by Rees Gibbon, Mr 
Mien si^ialled his intendoDs 
about the industry by saying that 
be was consideriDg modifyins 
(he system rather than insri . 
^ting a thorough sbake-tq?. 
That was particulariy weloome 
news for small braweis, which 
feared collapse if they were 
forced to part company with 
their pubs. 

Questioned idxxrt the ‘^mod- 
ifications’', an industry source 
said yesterday that Mr 
Mien might introduce an ap- 
peals system for landlords to 
challeni^ their beer tie with 
brewers. 

An appeal, the source said, 
would have to demonstrate that 
the tie restricted trade, and 
was anti-competidve in nature. 

Such a system would be wel- 
come for the hundreds of pub- 
licans of tbe Inntrepreneurpub 
company, wfaidt is join^ owned 
by Grand Metropolitan and 
Fosters of Australia. Mar^ of 
them have diallenged - both 
through UK courts and the 
EU - the terms of 20-year In- 
ntrepreneur leases that require 
them to buy beer ffom Courage 
- now owned by S&N - at full 
lisc prices despite a pttoe war be- 
tween the top brewrs. 

Free houses are sliU able to 
obtain big discounts of up to £70 
a 36-gallon barrel of beer, and 
the same is true for the new pub 
companies that were formed in 
the wake of the forced sale of 
11.000 pubs between 1989 and 
1991 

Many of the pnb groups, 
from Greenalls which aban- 



Cheered: Brewers have welcomed the extra time for pubs Phott^ph; Peter Macdiarmld 


doned brevring in the late 1980s 
to fledgling companies like 
Century inns, have used pur- 
chasing muscle to extract 
financially favourable beer 
supply agreements from brew- 
ers for up to seven-year terms. 

It is understood that Mr Van 
Miert has recognised that the 
tied-house system's dominance 


of the beer market is not as 
strong as it used to be and con- 
tinues to decline. Fresh re- 
search by analysts at SBC 
Wi^urg shows that the market 
control exerted by tbe brewers 
in the few years since the Beer 
Orders took effect has weak- 
ened considerably. 

SBC ^^^rburg’says that in 


1989 some 52 per cent of the on- 
trade outlets were tied, and ac- 
counted for 43 percent of total 
beer consumption. 

It now estimates thatonfy38 
per cent of on-trade outlets are 
tied and account for only 27 per 
cent of beer sales, and predicts 
by 2000 that (he respet^e fig- 
ures will be 30 and 20 per cenL 


CINMan purchase 
boosts Goldman 


JOHN WULCOCK 

The 18-monlh quest for a buy- 
er for CINMan, British Coal's 
£15.6bn pension fond manager, 
ended yesterday when US in- 
vestment bank Goldman Sachs 
agreed to buy the company. 
Goldman did not name a ^g[UFe, 
but it is understood that the 
price was £4Om-£S0m. 

The deal promotes Gold- 
mans into the ranks of the 
world's top 25 money nran- 
agets, with $85bn under man- 
agement. 

Fund management companies 
have been at a premium, p^- 
ticuiarly in London, since in- 
vestment banks realised that 
fund management was vital in 
smoothing volatile earnings 
from their traditional securities 
and corporate finance activities. 

Goldman refused to say how 
much it bad paid for CINMan. 

British Coal's attempts to 
wind down its activities since the 


sale of hs mining business in 
1994 have been hn by crises at 
CINMan. First there was a well- 
publicised row between British 
Coal and the pension fund's 
trustees, wdiich was followed by 
the withdrawal of front-runner 
Friends PTOv^nt 
It had offered £70m but failed 
to agree tenns. Subsequent 
efforts to re-open negotiations 
with Dutch insurance group 
Robeco, second in the queue, 
were short-lived. 

For Goldman the acquisition 
is an attempt to catch np mtfa 
its '*bulge bracket'' rivals, Mor- 
gan Su^ey and Merrill Lynch. 

teter Sutherland, chairman 
and managing director of Gold- 
man Sachs Iniemational said: 
*^e look forward to a long and 
successful relationship with the 
two Coal pension s^emes.” 
Analysts said Goldman had 
until DOW coocentixued on the 
low-margin business of short- 
term money market funds. 


Foreign investment lifts regions 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Investment tw foreign firms is 
helping manu^scturuig industry 
in some regions escape tbe 
weak national trend. 

Scotland, Wales, tbe East 
Midlands and Northern Ire- 
land have escaped the recession 
afflicting manufactu ring since 
Late last year. All have enjoyed 
above-average foreign invest- 
ment, acooiOTig to a report pub- 
lished today by consultancy 
Business Stratepes. 

“Manufacturing industry is 
having a poor year at the 
national level with a forecast 
growth rate of only 0.5 per 
cent, but it is very .noticeable 
that an of the regions where 
manufacturing ouqnit appears 
to be buoyant are those which 
have all received substantial 
amounts of foreign direct in- 
vestment," said Neil Blake, re- 
search director. 

The survey found the re- 
gions struggling most during the 
current indust^ downtuni arc 


the North West Yorkshire and 
Humberside, suffering from ex- 
cess levels of stocks and a 
downturn in export markets. 
The three all have knver-than- 
average foreign investment. 
Tbe one exception to the rule 
is the North, which has high in- 
ward investment, but has teen 
held back by depressed metals 
and chemit^iis industries. 

Howev’cr, the report says re- 
gtonai differences are not as 
sharp as they once v/ere. Dr 


Blake said; "Decile big 
variations in region^ perfor- 
mance of manufactunng in- 
dustry, the dLETcrenoes in overall 
economic growth rates will not 
be as greal as wc would once 
have expected. The weakness of 
manufaauring industry Is being 
masked b}' strengthening con- 
sumer spending, and a greater 
spread of service industry' lo- 
cations means that the benefits 
will be seen more widely than 
in the 1980s." 


The consultancy shares 
Chancellor Kenneth Clarke's 
optimism about consumer 
spending next year. It forecasts 
a pick-up of 4.2 per cent fol- 
lowing 3 per cent spending 
growth this year. 

Services and consumer-rc- 
lared industries remain con- 
centrated in London and the 
South-east, which means (hey 
will enjoy the fastest overall 
GDP growth, at 3.7 and 3.4 per 
cent, respectively next year. 


Devon measures quality of life 


Citizens in one part of Britain 

anp rfi^pgngifig t|w» itcgifni pfirtii 

that economic activity is the best 
guide to qnalirt' of lift; Kff;c:r£V- 
ane Ccyle. 

Hie fVhst Devon Eoviroii- 
mental Network today laiindies 
a project to measure well-being 
using a mixture of conventional 
economic statistics and envi- 
ronmental indicators. The 
groop daims it is the first such 


project to be run by local peo- 
ple for themselves. 

Tbe measures used, piloted 
by Judith Matthews, an acad- 
emic at the University of Ply- 
ffloutb, will range from 
unemployment to tbe incidence 
of asthma, vrater quality and 
damsel fly numbers. 

The West Devon mitiative is 
part of a trend that has started 
to filter through to more con- 


ventkma] assessments. Two new 
pablicatfons compare coun- 
tries on the basis of environ- 
mental and quality of life 
indicators. 

Tbe United Natrans Human 
Devehqiment Report and a sur- 
vey fhtm tbe OITCO include in- 
dicators ranging from 
inequality and unemployment 
to crime rates and grrenhonse 

gas emissions. 
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HMSO bidders 
likely to halve 
value of sale ♦ 


NIC cicurn 

The planned sell-off of HMSO, 
the &wenunent’s publishing 
and stationeiv' arm, expected lo 
be announced this week, could 
be thrown into jeopardy at the 
last minute by bidders deter- 
mined to renegotiate their 
offers for the business. 

Each of the three remaiaing 
bidders is understood to want 
to discuss a number of issuK 
with the Government. The final 
price is likely to be less than half 
the £100m' the Government 
originaJly hoped to raise from 
the sale. 

One key unresolved issue is 
whether the financial informa- 
tion about HMSO origiaaUy 
made available to bidders wiU 
justify the offers made for the 
business once a closer investi- 
^tioa is carried oul 

‘^ere are some people who 
may say that everything is rosy 
in the garden in order to per- 
suade &e vendor that they are 
very positive about running the 
business." a source said. "But 
there are still many points that 
are unresolved." 

Tbe three potential buyers 
left in the race to buy the pub- 
lisher of offidai documents are 
Westminster Infomiatioa Sys- 
tems, backed by NatWesi Ven- 
tures and Rank Xerox, Fleming 
Electra and a consortium in- 
cluding 31, the venture capital 
company and Mercury Asset 
Maoi^emenL 

Civu servants advjsii^ Roger 
Freeman, the Public Services 
Miiuster, ore believed to be 
dose to reaching a dedsion on 
the winner of tbe bid. Mr Free- 
man is expected to announce 
tbe result later (his week. 

However a source close to 
one bidder said yesterday that 
despite a sc^ng down of offers 
from £l00ra to between £50m 
and £70oi, following a warning 
that HMSO's profits this year 
will not be as high as eiqjected 


attempts to re-negotiate further 
are likely. 

“Although all three are still 
keen on the business, there is 
still a lot of talking to do even 
after an announcement is 
made." the source said. “After 
the new profits forecast, HMSO 
is not as attractive as it was and 
(here are stiD some things to 
iron oul" 

Another bidder said: “I think 
it is fair to say that tbe finandal 
information coming out of 
H^O is quite poor. One of the 
issues vdll be lo review the fig- 
ures and see whether the bid 
made is supported by the 
finatidal evidence.” 

Binter Hmnlyn, investigath^ 
accountants acting for (be Gov- 
ernment. are reviewing current 
financial iafonnation and 
preparing a report to be made 
avauabie to successful bidders. 

HMSO is the Government 
agency responsible for a range 
of.publishmg actirities, indud- 
ing Hansard, passports and 
welfare benefits books. 

Government estimates sug- 
gest it is likefy to msdte profits 
of between £7 and £Sm this year. 
This follows losses of £42m last 
year, £28m due to redundancy' 
payments. 

Afrer the Government’s an- 
nouncement in September last 
year that it intended to priva- 
tise HMSO, the business wa« 
formally advert'ised in Marclf^ 
with a shortlist of four organi- 
sations drawn up two months 
ago. 

One, led by Hambros, 
dropped out recently. 

Fear of embarrassing fail- 
ures to deliver passports or 
benefits books, together with 
potential criticisms of poor ser- 
Nice to MPs, have led cMl ser- 
vants overseeing the tender 
process to tread warily 
All bidders have given as- 
surances that the services they 
provide will be of a high stan- 
dard. 
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6 AVYN DAVIES! 


'From 1993 to 1996, 
real GDP in the US 
has gfown by 10.2 
per cent, while that in 
core Europe (Germany 
and France, which 
have essentiatty fol- 
lowed a common 
monetary policy) has 
grown by 4 per cent. 
Over that period, 
America has created 
more than 9 million 
jobs, while the EU has 
shed over 2 miilion* 


i ^ 

business 

What the Bundesbank can learn from the Fed 


H ans Ticlmeyer. president of the Bun- 
desbank. tells u storv in which a com- 
puter is asked to choose the governor of the 
future European Ceniral Bank. The com- 
puter has no doubt - it should be Alan 
Greeny, chainnan of the Fedcra] Heserw 
in ^Abshingloo. He alone, says the computer, 
has the required experience of running 
nK)netai>' pedky in a la^ cunency area, ctm- 
sisting of many different states, joined to- 
gether in political union, 
j Apart uvm gn-ing some insight into how 
I the Bundesbank views the link between rru-in- 
I etarj' and political integration, this story is 
I interesting because it enct^ulates a feeling 
I becoming widespread in Europe - that we 
I have a lot to learn from the way in which 
I moncian policy has recently been con- 
I ducted in the US. This is a novelty since, for 
I most of the post-war period, the world hits 
I looked to the Bundesbank, not to the Fcd- 
oral Reserve, for guidance on how to run 
monetary policy. 

Yet recent ctidencc in hivour of the Fed 
I has become compelling. From 1993 to l^b. 

I real GDP in the US ha.s grown by J(L2 per 
cent, while that in core Europe fCcrmany 
and France, which have essenlially followed 
a common monetary pnlk7) has grown by 4 
per cent. Over that ^riod, America has cre- 
ated more than 9 million jobs, while the HU 
has shed over 2 million. As a result of }hi.s 
strong economic expansion, the US has 
rather painIcssK' reduced iLs budget deficit 
from 4.4 to l.h percent of GDPu'hiie in aire 
Europe the deficit has remained stuck at 4 
per cent, despite coundeiss packages of tax 
rises.and cuts in public services. 

On the other side of the ledger is the infla- 
wn performance of the two areas. In the US, 
inflation has remained stuck at just under 3 
per cent throughout the period, while in core 
Europe inflation has fallen from 3.5 per cent 


m 1993 to 2 per cent now. So the European 
I countrie.s have enjoyed u relative improve- 
ment of around 1.5^Tcefltiflinniicion,h(t( 
thw has come at the expense of a cumula- 
tive Jt)X5 of uuiput cn/cr four years of over 6 
per cent. Quarty. there are many in Europe 
who are beginning to wonder whether this 
was really worthwhile. 

Jn France, for example, President Chirac 
cumpliiincd strongly last week about the 
stance of monetary ^licy. saying that inter- 
est rales were “cleurly too high”. Bv tradi- 
tion. die federal govemment in Germany 
docs not openly criticise the Bundesbank, 
but it would be surprising if the same senii- 
ments were not bemg exprci^ed in private 
in Frankfurt. Essentially. Chancellor Ki^ 
and President Chirac h^e siarted to focus 
on the political hell of yet again trying to cut 
public spending sufficicnily to hit the Maa.s- 
tricht targets on budget dciiciLs next year. 

This has been made unmca.surably more 
difficult by last winter's mini-recesskm in 
Coniincnial Europe, w4iich still appears lo 
be dragging on. Not onJv ore the polittcians 


beginning to feel that th^' arc running up a 
descending escalator - with Ihe I'emra) 
bankers ooouoUing the speed of descent - 
but it is also beginou^ to dawn on them the 
whote EMU project is becoming associated 
in the polidcai consciousness nith recession 
and bu^el cutbacks. .And ft has also dawned, 
belaiedh^ perhaps, that monetary policy 
offers them a route out of this impasse. 

T he centra! bankets In Continental Eurc^ 
would DO doubt repb^ that inflation was 
substantially above their 2 per cent objective 
a couple of years ago. so they had to keep 
monetary poli^ ti^t to retain credihiliiy. 
There mi^t be some truth in this. They 
would also point out that real sbon-tenn 
interest rales have been below their hislor- 
ka) aver:^ succ the middle of 1993, so it 
is hardly fair to suxuse them of imposing a 
dracooian monetaiv squeeze. Bm it is disin- 
genuous to claim that the inera)) stance of 
monetary ct>nditk>os in the EU can be sum- 
marised simply by the level of short rates. In 
fact, the central bankets themselves have 


often been in the lead in pointing out that 
long bond yields are at leak as important as 
short rates io deiennmm| monetaty condj- 
lions, and many economists would wish to 
add the exchange rate into the mix as weU. 

Central bard&ers are not wholly in control 
of bond yields or the cschange rate. But nor 
are these factors totally outside their control, 
and their behaviour must be taken into 
account when setting ^ort rates. One way 
of doing this is lo devise a weighted index 
of ovec^l monetary conditions, with the 
weights being determined by the impact of 
each of the different monetaty inputs on . 
GDP growth. John Simpson of Goldman 
Sachs has recently done this for all of the | 
main indu^rial countries, and the residls for ; 
the US and Germany are sbenvn in the | 
graphs. (NiMe that the index of monei^ . 
conditions is ploiled whh a lead of nine 
moDtte to^tow what it implies for the future 
growth oi tndusuial p^uction.) It is inter- 
esting to observe the sharp contrast between 
the US and Germany ibrougbout the period 
stoee ] 992. and e^iraaUy in 1 995. Whereas 
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overall monetaiv conditions in the US have 
been perasientty supportive of economic 
growth, there has oniy been a short period 
Shere thb has been the case in Genoany (or 
in France, for that matter). Ii is not difficulu 
in this context, to explain why a mini-reces- 
sion devek^ied in the EU last year, or indeed 

to explain why the sknwiown in Uw US was 

nothioglikeassevereasitwasinEurope- 
the difference is fiilly picked up by the behav- 
iour of the monetary condiu'ons index. 

rrxhe two focrors thm drove European mon- 
JL etaiy conditions towards tightness in 1995 
were the rise in the mark a^iuist the dollar, 
and the earlier increase in bond yields, which 
was more savt^ in the EU than the US. 

Although ft is mm said by policy^^ 

the drop in European acUvily last year was 
bard to « piMp, and indicative of a deeper 
rooted problem of cost compeudveness, Uiis 
is not supported by these data. It lools sus- 
pidmisly as if there was just an old-fashioned 
policy mistake, with the central bankers faQ- 
ing to cut short rates suffioently to offset the 
restrictive effects of rising bond yields and 
an appreciating exchange rate. 

This error, a such it was, seems to have 
been largely eliminated, and the monetary 
UKtex uapues the po^ stance is aireaefy 
eroanskmaiy enough in Europe to ensure a 
solid rocoveiy in output over the balance of 
this year. But the oeatral bankers cannot 
afforo to take this for granted. The renewed 
ruse in mark last week, and in bond yields 

this year, ate reminders that the authorities 
ueed to keep ^ort rates low, ordrop thra 
further, to prevent a le-run of the unin- 
tended tightening of 1994/95. There is little 
doubt that, if Mr Greensf^ were governor 
of a European central bank, he would do just 
that. Perhaps the Bundesbank wiD do the 
same at its meeting on Tliuisday. 
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Head of Courtauids talks to Tom Stevenson 

Confessions of a 
company ‘lifer’ 


Shortly after it was announced 
that ^rdon Campbell was to 
succe^ Sipko Huismans at the 
top of Couztaulds, he received 
a call from Harvard Universi- 
ty. They were nmniog a two-day 
course on how to be a chief ex- 
ecutive - would he like to en- 
rol? 7b the amusemeat of his 
orUeagues - vhc tboo^t two 
days was for too long to leam 
an he would need to know- Mr 



FbUciwing in the irunutahle 
footsteps of his larger-than-life 
predecessor, he was bumble 
enough to adnnt he oonld prob- 
a^ do with all the Ups he could 
piot up. The lesson he learnt 
was not what he expected at all, 
but a useful one for someone 
planning the future of a mulii- 
natioom corpora- 
don, employing 
17,000 staff in 43 
countries. i 

“Miat I came ' 

away with was the 
overwhehning r^Iisatioo that 
my American counterparts 
were completely driven by the 
material rewards of their jobs 
in a way that we in Britain don't 
^iproach. We qient most of the 
two days talking about remu- 
neration." 

That be was surprised says a 
lot about CoaztauTds' new chief 
executive, a self-confessed “lif- 
er" with the chemicals and fi- 
bres giant and the antithesis of 
the flash American cojporate 
big-sboL You do not gst to be 
b(^ of a company the size of 
Courtauids by juA bemg a nice 
bloke, but the abiding imjms- 
rion gfvent^MrCam^nisof 


a chap you wouldn't mind play- 
ing 18 holes and having a cou- 
ple of pints with. His new-found 
American friends would think 
lum a regular land of guy, iHit 
might questfon wheflier be was 
derren enough to count as one 
of efaem- 

Get him out on that golf 
courae, however, and it would 
not take iODg to understand how 
the junior production manager, 
fresh from his Cambridge 
chetdeal engineering degree 
in 1968, came to rise to the top 
of tte company he has ever 

worked for while still (just) in 
his forties. How's his roU? 
"Fie^ good, actually. 1 played 
off six when I was at scbod.l 
don't really play now, but last 
week, entertaining some Japan- 


THE MONDAY INTERVIEW 


Gordon Campbell 


ese partners, 1 came badr in 43. 
I blow how to hit a golf baU." 
Behind the bank manager self- 
effacement lies someone who 
knows what he's good at. 

His self-confidence is appar- 
ently shared in the Ci^, where 
after nine years on Courtauids 
main board, the last two as 
deputy chief executive, he is well 
known and respected. 

There are to be ^oty 
of tough dedsions in the com- 
ing years to test that assessment 
\Wu-cegarded as Mr Huismans 
was, Mr Campbell's outgoing 
confident sports-mad prede- 
cessor presuud over a period of 
dedining eaniings per share and 



SbOHdng his fibre: Gordon Campbell is detmmined to lift 
sales to the Par East Photograph: SalbrSoames 




Why directors need to go back to school 


- an underperforming share 

- price. There Is plenty of hard 
i worktodoifthecoiimany’suD- 
t doubted lechnical excellence 
t and innovatioi] is to be con- 
s verted into ton^e results. 

i In those cnciunstances, it is 
not suiprisine that there are 
f some who beueve Courtauids 
1 ml^t have been better served 
r I? an outside appainanenL **It > 
is possible to arme it both > 
: ways but ultimat^ I will be 
i judged on my perfonoanoe. I ' 
> don't think, however, that you 
: should e^>ect any dramatic 
I change in strategy, rve been on ' 
f the board since 1987 and if 1 ' 
I didn't agree with the strategy, 

I thmi we should have changed it 
l or j should have departed," says 
■ Mr Campbell 

Thai strata re- 
mains to focus on 
Courtauids’ three 
T T core businesses - 

"" coatings and 

seal an cs, where it 

leads the world in marine and 
yacht paints; poh^er products, 
such as pgpfai gin g and high 
) tech polyester films; and chem- 
icals and fibres, Induding Ten- 
cel a new lightweight mamnade 
fibre that has taken Japan and 
America by storm. 

Tacked aw^ in a troubled ^ 
visioo that was clobbered last 
year by wildly fluctuating raw 
matei^ prices and a demand 
roUer-coaster, it is easy to for- 
get that Teueel is a genuine suc- 
cess stoiy. Based on resear^ 
carried out in the UK, first oom- 
merdai production in the US 
and the development of an ini- 
tial maitet in Japan. Che new so- 
called *Nvonder fibre" has 
shown that Coiutaulds can still 
produce exdting new products 
a:^ seO them around the world. 

Mr CampbeQ admits that the 
tnggest cb^enge is to increase 
Courraulds' exposure to the 
Fkr East where a target of 2S per 
cent of group sales by the year 
2000 has been set Mm^ag the 
move 2 cmy from a 
based buiCT^ to a gCTuine 
vrorid player, and bringing on 
the lo^ fflasagemem to run 
that global buSness, will be 
how Mr Canqtbell is judged. 

Re knows chat but also 
knows tiie limits to what ooe 
man can achieve: ‘*Wbat 1 have 
to do is create a style for man- 
agemeut that allows people to 
tnnifR their maamum contri- 
bution. That means creating the 
right atmo^here and encour- 
aging eveijmne I come into 
contact with to operate that 
way.” If people «>n'l agree 
with what we are doing they 
ghnuld feel confident enough to 
speak ouL" 

ft make a measurable (flf- 
ference? "I an cenain we mil 
ttuB the conier this year. I see 
s^QS of ft fai^ipeniDg but we said 
all aloogft wx^ be S^tember 
before there was a significant 
in^rewement in perfi^asce. 
But we do have to deliver a tm 
^laip improvement.*’ 

He conchides: "Overall, we 
have to the trick of ^ow- 
ing the vriiole of the group, not 
just some of h, and eliminating 
othCT parts. That means eveiy- 
body must perfonn, because 
(hero is no point holdii^ on to 
busmesses that don’t .”It looks 
like the golf will bsve to wait 


ROGER TRAPP 

Company dlre^ois have been 
in Che news main^ over (heur 
*fat eat” salaries. But this Is of 
far less impot^ce than the 
“petforming” side to thetr du- 
ties, aoxtrdfog to a new book. 

This does not refer to their 
prowess on st^e. Rather, it 
means their abili^ u> do 

One of the paradoxes of 
management is that w^e it is 
universally accepted that train- 
ing is needed throughout ihe 
orgainsation below board level 
few dare surest it should ap- 
ply (o directors. Cbosequent^, 
Craiciing courses for directors ate 


few and for between. In the view 
of Bob Garratt, author of The 
Ftfft Atcs Jrom the Head 
(HaipeiCoUins, £18), wrak- 
oess must be remedied. 

“\\bnyingly, under present 
institutional and legal struc- 
tures, ii is only in a crisis that 
directors might, much too late, 
beoMne aware of what is re- 
quired of them," he writes. An 
international consultant on di- 
rector development and strate- 
gic tiun)dn& he believes that not 
preparing directors aderptately 
Sot their role Jets them cany on 
doing what they were before - 
maoagiag. 

You might think chat being a 


director is a reward for being an 
effective manager and r eq u ires 
little more than supervising the 
person who has taken on those 
reqxmsibtlities. But Mr Garratt 
sees a distinction between the 
hands-on business of mwnngfng 
and the more intellectual ac- 
tivity of directing. 

The fotier demands abrooder 
approach and the abiflQt to 
stand back from day-to-day 
tasks to concentrate on such 
issues as policy formulation, 
ihmiring , management 
supervisioQ and accountabiliQ'. 
Tte beard's job, he writes, is to 
keep strikhig balances between 
ioternai and external pressures 


on the organ^ation to ensure its 
stovival. This entails gjv^ a 
clear direction to the business 
and creating Che climate in 
which others can align and at- 
tune themselves to that. 

It is because many business 
people have roent thw careers 
do ing TftthfT than thiniring that 

they this a^ecl of being a 

director dauntmg. He mi^t 
add that this could also account 
for their 8usoq]tilM% to the ser- 
vices of management consul- 
tants. 

In the book - whose title 
stems from a Chinese proverb 
of ihibious provenance -• be sets 
out how this can be coontered 
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thitiugb develqNngdirectOTsin 
much the same way as their sub- 
ordinates have been in recent 
years. But all is not losL Mr Car- 
ratt is confident that, by fol- 
lowing certain guidelines and 
leatnmg processes, uidwidual di- 
rectors and boards as a whole 
can readi required levels of 
competence. 

Companies are reluctant to 
send dnectois on courses be- 
cause that might surest th^ 
contider themselves mcompe- 
tenl But Mr Ganatt dahns that 
courses nm by oi^anisatioQS like 
the Im^tute of Ixrectots are at- 
tracting interest from some 
companies. 
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Things are 
looking up for 
pickled eggs 

Acetic acid gives us vinegar and 
videos. And now it’s easier to 
make than ever, says John Emsiey 


I ridium, one of the raresi 
metals, is set to transform a 
large part of the chemical 
induMiy. thanks U' a group of 
British chemists based at Hull. 
Thev have dw-wered that an 
iridfum caialy^l can boost pro- 
duction nrucclieadd h%' arounef 
50 per cent This is the acid u-rfd 
to make wallpaper, paint, cur- 
tains, oirpeis. eliMhes and nail 
varnish. 2l i.s al.si.> an e.vi.‘nlia) 
inaredicni in pickled onions, 
chulney. lomato keieliiip and 
salt and vinegar crisps. 

World pnxJuciion of acetic 
acid exceeds 5 milfion Inns a 
year, and by the cml of this 
decade (ttu-'thirds of if will be 
made using ihe new calab'si 
which wa.s Jaunched by BP 
Chemicals in June. Called 


•Vlolecule? 

of the , / 

MontKW 


Calivu. it is already in opera- 
tion at Ihe company's Texas 
City plant, where output has 
increased by 811,1)1X1 tonnes a 
year. There’ are also plans to 
introduce the new leehnotogy- 
at BP's other plants around the 
world, including Humberside, 
where it wo.s discovered. 

Acetic acid, alsi* knouTi as 
cihunojc acid, is a .small mole- 
cule that humans ha\e been 
manufacturing for thousands of 
yea.s. from the lime we began 
making fermented drinks. 
When the bucierium azobacter 
gels into these drinks, it turns 
File alel^h^l into acetic acid, 
making it sour rhcnce the vine- 
gar. from rui aisn\ Old French 
forsourwine.i and undrinkable, 
but not unusable. 

Food pickled in xinegar can 
be preserxvd for months and so 
alcoholic liquors were deliber- 
ately converted to wine, cider 
and malt vinegars. Acetic add 
acts as a prcscrvatKc partK' due 
to its acidity, but mainly 
because it inhibits spoilage 
organisms, particularly yeasts 
and bacteria. In solutions as 
weak as D.l per cent. Acetic 
acid is used In bread-making to 
prevent the imores of Bamus 
mescfttf/icus from germinating, 
causing the bread to go ropy. 

Pure acetic add is;}colourle.<is 
liquid that boils at IISC. but is 
not as corrosive as other pure 
acids, so has been used to 
remove warts. Normally, we 
would only encounter tmde ticid 
as a 5 per cent solution in water, 
the same strength as vinegar like 


vinegar, it was once used as a 
household cleaner. 

Although cooks have been 
adding vinegar to foods for 
thousands of years, acetic acid 
solution is regarded as a chem- 
ical additive and consequently 
has been assigned an E-number 
fE2bO). There is no difference 
between the two forms of the 
acid, w hich is why the BP vari- 
ety finds its way into pickles. 
chuinev'S. cheeses, salad cream, 
brown sauces, mint jelly, and 
horseradish cream. 

An early method of making 
acetic acid was to heat wood 
chippings. The liquid distilled 
was mainly a sohinon of acetic 
add. Today, most companies 
make it from methanol, made 
from the mixture of carbon 
monoxide und hydrogen gas 
produced by reacting natural 
gas with steam. When methanol 
is mixed with more carbon 
monoxide it forms acetic acid - 
given the ri^t cataly^. 

Chemists at Monsanto, the 
LIS chemical compam*. discov*- 
ered the first sudi catai^ hosed 
on rhodhim iodide, which BP 
has used untD now. The new* cat- 
alyst is the work of Mark 
Howard. John Cook and Deride 
Watson, who found that iridum 
acetate worked even better. 
Both rhodium and iridium 
iKlong to the so-called pl^inum 
group of metals, all of which are 
rare. Rhodhun is five rarer 
than gold, hut iridium is 300 
times rarer, yet much cheaper. 

But iridium acetate alone is 
not enough. “We hav*c devised 
a new system that depends on 
promoter molecules to activate 
the iridium catalyst to work 
effidenth*. and with them we get 
a quicker reaction with fewer 
side pixiducts." claims John 
Aftken, BFs process technology' 
manager. For the time being, 
the company is keeping these 
promoter molecules secret. 

The largest single use of 
mdustrial acetic add is to make 
v*invl acetate monomer, used in 
pamts. adhe^'es, textile treat- 
ments and paper coatings. 
Another major use is making 
polyester which Is turned into 
fibres, polyethylene bottles, 
audio and video tapes. .Acetic 
acid is also needed for viscose 
and rayon yarns, for printing rrds 
and for over-the-counter medi- 
cines such as aspirin and ibupro- 
fcn. Other products indude vit- 
amins A and C. washing 
powders, jeans, leather goods, 
photographic film wd filler tips. 

DrJolm Emsiey is science wrijer 
in resiiience at Imperial College, 
London. 
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The sauce of ft: acetic acid makes ketchup - and aspirin 



Brian Hanis 


At five, children learn to think more devkiuslK understanding so-caOed ‘false befiefs’. Brain aciivi^ sparked ly this process shows as y^knv in PET scans, right 

Mindreader? %s- you are 


E very time we ven- 
ture out on the road, 
we stake our lives 
on our abfliw to read 
minds, a sldj we take 
for panted. Having a “tbeoiy of 
mind”, as tlus ability is known, 
is nothing to do vritn telepathy 
but refers to our abOiiy to under- 
stand that other people have 
thoughts, bdk& and desires. 
Whether driving or wraiting to 
wralk across a road, we rely on 
our genera] e:q)ectatiQns about 
the normal derircs and dedrions 
of other motorists. 

Daniel Dennett, a philoso- 
pher from Tufts University, 
Boston, gives another example 
of how we continuously and 
unconsdously use theory of 
mind: **... watchinga film with 
a highly original and unstereo- 
typed plot, we sec the hero 
smDe at the villain and we all 
swiftly and effortlessly arrive at 
the same diagnosis: 'Aha!* we 
conclude (but perhaps not con- 
sciously), 'He wants her to think 
he doesn't know she intends to 
defraud her brother!*" 

Every normal person over 
the age of five can demon- 
strate theory of mind. And 
although it was only discovered 
just over a decade ago, there is 
now scientific cvideRce indi- 
cating exactly which part of 
the brain computes what other 
people are thinking. 

'Ilte litmus test of hatnng a 
theory of mind is whether you 
can understand that someone 
else believes something to be 
true when it is. in facL false. Dr 
Heinz Wlmmer and Dr Josef 
Pemer. from the University of 
Salzburg in Austria, were the 
first psychologists to prove that 
children under the age of four 
to five cannot understand these 
so-called "false beUeGs". 

They devised a task known as 
the Sdly-Ann test. Children 
were told a story about two 
dolls, Sally and Ainn. Sally has 
a basket and .Ann has a box. 
Sally places her marble in her 
basket and g(.K*s out. .she 
is out. naughtv' .Ann moves 
Sallv's marble from the basket 


Guessing other people’s thoughts is an essential human 
skill. And now we know which part of the brain gives us 
this ‘theory of mind'. Sanjida O’Connell reports 


to her box, then she leaves the 
room. Sally comes hack in. 

The children were asked 
where Sally would look for ter 
marble. Adults Imow that Sally 
will look for it in her basket 
She has a false belief about the 
marble's location. Children 
younger than four or five (the 
exact age varies) give the wrong 
answer they point to the box, 
where the maritle really is. 

This understanding of false 
beliefr opens the gates to a foil 
comprehension of other peoi^e. 
It is a sldU understood the world 
over. It can l>e demonstrated 
among jitreliterale people livir^ 
an ancient hunter-gatherer 
lifestyle, such as the Baka 
pygmies of the rainforests of 
soulb-eastem Cameroon. Dr 
Jeremy Avis and Dr Paul Har- 
rs from Oxford UniveraW have 
demonstrated that an abui^to 
write is not necessary to an 
underatanding of beliefr and 
desires, by performing a version 
of the SaUy-Ann test involving 
mangoes in cooking pots. 
Again, only children over the 
age of five could gel these 
questions right "llte fact that 
belief-desire reasoning emerges 
at approrimately the same age 
in such diverse settings 
strengthens the claim that tlus 
mode of reasom'ng is a univer- 
sal feature of normal human 
development,- Dr Avfc. 

Although the ability to 
understand a false belief hap- 
pens relatively suddenly for a 
child, there is a definite devel- 
opmental progression leading 
up to iL It starts with one-year- 
old infanlv who begin to follow 
the direction of aether per- 
son's gaze when (hey look at 
objects. About six months kiicr. 
they JiTok where someone is 
pointing, rather than at their 
fimger. This is the fust step 


Upwards understanding that 
what their parents are looking 
ai is what they are mentally pay- 
ing attention to. 

Later, children deveio(> a 
graving awareness that seeing 
leads to knowing - in other 
words, if you are lookiog in a 
cupboard, you know far more 
tfoout its contents than someone 
who is gandlng next to it but not 
looking inside. Between three 
and four, chilciren start to under- 
stand that other people have 
desires and wishes, until finally 
they comprehend false belie&. 

The exact age at which a cbOd 
can perform a iheoiy-of-mind 
task is de temtined bow many 
siblings there are in the family, 
and how extensive the diBas 
vocabulary is: the larger the 
family and the more words a 
ch^d knows, the earlier the age 


at which they can pass the tesL 
Until two' recent studies no 
one could s^' which area of the 
brain was us^ in this process. In 
one experiTUent, a team led by 
Dr Paid Fletcher and Professor 
Chris Frith of the Wellcome 
Department of Cognitive Neu- 
rolo^' in London gave brain 
scans to volunteers who were lis- 
tening to stories that either 
required a ph>sical understand- 
ing of the wonJ ( understanding, 
for example, that if you knock a 
person, they' may frill) and ones 
that needed a mental under- 
standing. such as the SaUy-Ann 
task. They used the PET scan, 
in which a subject is given a 
dose of radioactive oswgen in 
water. When a particular part 
of the braiu is especially active, 
it uses more oxygen. The 
radioactivity shows up in the 


scan, which can be coloured to 
show levels of activity. Both 
types of storfes showed 
increased brain activity in the 
temporal lobes, the superior 
temporal lobe and the posterior 
cingulate cortex. But only the 
theory of mind tasks activated 
an area at the front of the 
brain known as Brodmann's 8. 
on the frontal lobe. 

The other study, conducted 
slightly earlier than Fletcher 
and Frith's, also involved giving 
PET scans to students while 
they listened to a tbcoiy-of- 
miod task. Dr Viood Coel. Dr 
Jordan Grafroan and col- 
leagues at Bethesda, in the US, 
ask^ students how Christo- 
pher Columbus might have cat- 
egorised the function of arte- 
facts he discovered on his 
travels: they had to assume 


what kind of knowledge a 
European in the ISth century 
mi gh t have - a rather bizarre 
version of the SaUy-Ann task. 
All the suty'ects also used the 
same part of the frontal lobe. 

Brodmaim's 8 has widespread 
connections to the rest of the 
brain. Professor Frith belieres 
rhat the part of the brain asso- 
dated w»b theory of mind may 
be needed to integrate infra- 
mation and stimuli drawn from 
other parts of the brain. 

The work is highly tmpor- . 
tanL not only in furthering our 
own understanding of ihemiDd, 
but for people with autism. 
Sufferers of the disorder do not 
have a Iheoiy of mind, so ae 
unable to deal with people 
sodallyoroommunicatecf^ ' 
lively. Finding out whether ths 
area of the brain is damaged in 
people with autism could help 
us to understand and treat 
autism, which at presem ts an 
incurable disorder. 

Sanjida O'Connell's first 
Theory of Mind’, ispntdtdied tiusW 
month tiy Black Swan, £6.99. 
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ACROSS 

( Stiunds like a trial witness 
(^)) 

5 Riintot order (fi) 

8 International player's re- 
eeiv'ine attention modestly 
(3.3.4F 

9 Third rate pi>e{ is pa.ssablc 

(3) 

1 1 \Vi.iod's non'.‘>raircr far 
structural support (4) 

12 Nick copper item of .spuri- 
ous value (10) 


13 Elderly lady is after Hen- 
n's Iiwc (4.4) 

15 rncuoliatcwiihmodeUS) 

17 Decimal in many instnaces 
(5) 

19 Agree with changes once T 
go txmnd police oepart- 
mem (8) 

22 Revolutionary quarter? 
t5J5) 

2.^ Ts said to be staff writer (.4 1 

25 Celebrate when no logger 
on endless duty (5) 


26 Chosen a di.sh containing 
several fish (9) 

27 E\:isunal mail ? ( 6) 

28 Wbrk out with former part- 
ner in the South East lo) 

DOWTM 

2 Uxal current (7) 

5 &a-htrd found in another 
nest (4) 

4 Rush out to get hooliean 
(S) 

5 Gather manv join key Ital- 
ian leader (6) 

6 V^'elaimc social function 
(9) 

7 Making a scene about left's 
purge (“7) 

8 Study programme that 

makes an impact ? 5 9 6 1 

10 Timy learns one version of 
garne(3.6) 

14 Note Verdi opera includes 
ncu- .American artist (9) 

16 Be successful as a traveller 
• ?12%) 

18 Eight let loose in Turkey 
get more drunk (71 

20 Aiming to reproduce ori- 
ent^ piCTurc (7) 

21 Isn't just a French objec- 
tive (6) 

24 Insulation units in gear t4) 


iPflin fOREIGN LHNGUIIGR 

mflniGfmR. 


D t you’ve invested the time to leant a foreign 
language, you’ve acquired a valuable asset — 
an asset that can pay substantial dividends in 
today's global marketpl^e. The problem is, how do 
you continue go improve your second language alter 
you leave school, finish the course, or move back to 
an English-speaking counny? 

0 OW you can continue your language study 
with Oiamps-EK^. SyiuM ins Land, Puerta 
ddSol, and .AcquereUo iidiano, internationally 
acclaimed audiomagazines for intermediate and 
advanced students of French, German, Spanish, 
and Italian. Each consists of an hour-long 
programme on audiocassecfe, accompanied by a 
printed transcript with an extensive vocabulary sec- 
tion. Optional study supplements, priced separately, 
include innovative listening exercises 
and grammar reviews. 

ecause they’re peri- 
odicals, they give 
you a means of 
honing your language skills 
month in and month out, 
at your own pace, for as long 
as you like. That’s something 
fradiricmal courses can’t otter. 



And the unique radio-magazine fbimat is as enter- 
Gaining as it is instructive. 

D roduced in Europe by profossional broadcast- 
ers and journalists — all native speakers — 
each audiomagazine unlocks the dojr to a fes- 
cinacing language and culture. There are news 
reports, interviews with interesting and influential 
people, and features on a wide range of topics, 
including current afiaiis, business, d\e arts, cuisine, 
and travel . With each new edition, you’ll build your 
vocabulary', improve your listenii^ comprehension, 
and increase your “cultural IQ,” as though you were 
living abroad. 

M O^^BACK GI1ARAMTER-. T.lr. Tn 
days to examine your first edition. If it’s rwt 
for you, just let us know, and we’U 
rT ' refund your money. You 

have notiling to lose. 
So why not find out for 
yourself what thousands 
of business people, edu- 
cators, diplomats, and 
protessionals on six con- 
tinents are raving about 

Subsc7iZ» today/ 


OlViHeOiwi t,j WiMuJiiite fLU I Caiwai Squan:. Canx-j- UTurt. Unukm E M 5DL 

.uicl priniurf al .'firr.'r 0>(pur Print. Si AlhiiiP. kwil Walftifil **«■* Mni>(pjrirr>rt(M» W 

Miinrtn i: luK a> a wth Ur h'<l OiKa 


YES, Please rush me my first audiomagazinel 

Champs-Elysw (French): □ 5 monthly editions (£5 t ) □ Study Jaipplcmeni (£15) 

Schau ins Land (Qenmin): □ 5 memthiy ctfiiioru (£551 □ Study supplement (£15) 

AcquerelbiUliaaoUtalian): □ 6 bimonrhiy edinoro (£6^) OSnidy-aiFplementdlf) 

Puena del Sol (Spanish): □ 6 himcmthly ednioas ah'!) a Study supplement (£18) 


□ 1 1 monthly edhinns (£99) □ Study (£33) 

□ llmonthlvediboiH(£99) □ Study supplemau (£33) 

Ptire is indusive of POT. 




AtiJnsfev. 


□ OK.,ue.„cl,W DVb'A □ America Exp.«, 


Ciixi.’to 


Expiry 


.. Sicned 

lwW»^,^.i.h,wcr.ji..:,d.U,.lq,ho^ ^ l}I^aX)S24 0829 


-P05T TO; CiMPj-G[Y5EK, DFPT. ID4, FREEPOST, LONDON (lON 295) SM lYY 
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